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CONVERSION. 



PART I. 



"Except ye be converted and become as little children, ye shall 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven." — S. Matt, xviii. 3. 

The word conversion is only once used in the 
Bible ; and those other words which are like it, 
namely, convert, and converted, and converting, 
are not used very frequently, yet the things which 
they signify are spoken of from one end of the 
Bible to the other. And the words are good 
words when rightly used, but very dangerous 
when misused or misunderstood. Indeed some 
persons avoid using them as much as possible, 
lest they should be understood in a bad sense even 
when they use them in a good sense ; and instead • 
of using them, express what they really mean in 
other words. And this they are obliged to do 
for the good of those who hear them, lest through 
mistake and perversion of good words the whole- 
some food of sound doctrine should be turned to 
poison in the diseased minds of those who receive 
it. Yet even when with great pains the true 
doctrine has been taught in other words, these 
words will be heard from time to time from the 
lips of false teachers, as well as <rf \.Wafe ^^r> 
teach the truth ; and so \ow% *& <Sm^ «*• ^^ 
moaly used in a perveited tteo&fe* XJtv^ "T"%» 
liable to be misunderstood, eNWx ^Ve* ^^ 
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if used in a good one. For this reason I think it 
is desirable that the true meaning of conversion 
should be explained to you ; and it seems to me 
better that you should have this explanation in a 
little book which you can read quietly by your- 
selves, and reflect upon, and look over again, if 
you do not understand it at the first reading, 
than hear it once, and then forget it. 

Now our Blessed Saviour says, " Except ye 

be converted, and become as little children, ye 

shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven." 

l\ These are remarkable words, more remarkable 

' and more important than any other words on the 

■| same subject. Let us consider them. 

Now observe, two things are here required of 

1 us, first that we should be converted ; and se- 

i ;; condly, that we should become as little children : 

1 1 "Except ye be converted, and become as little 

I children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 

i : heaven." 

|j By nature we are not of childlike dispositions, 

not " as little children ;" if we are to become so, 

fj we must be made so : we require to be changed, 

that is, converted ; to be turned about. Having 

| our faces by nature turned from God, to be 

turned towards Him : this is to be converted. 

Simply, then, to be converted means to be 
changed. This is the meaning of the word in 
itself. 

But further, our Saviour says, " and become 
as little children." This shows of what kind our 
conversion must be. It is nothing to be con- 
verted, unless we become as little children. A 
mere change is of no value, unless it is the right 
change. And that change is uttetl^ Nairn, and 
foolish, and deceitful which mataa wa tiWb&i 
unlike little children. 
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There are a number of changes which may be 
called conversion ; as a man may turn his face 
in various directions, north, or south, or east, or 
west. When he has been walking southward, he 
may turn westward ; or if he has been walking 
westward, he may turn northward. But suppose 
he were commanded to turn his face east- 
ward, and journey towards Jerusalem ; then he 
is no longer free to turn in which direction he 
pleases, but eastward he must turn, and eastward 
only, and steadily he must persevere in that 
direction, and in that direction only, if he would 
reach his journey's end. In like manner persons 
may choose to call any change of feeling or dispo- 
sition, or course of action, conversion ; and yet 
if the change they call conversion is not that 
change spoken of in the Bible, it will never lead 
them to heaven ; if it does not make them 
obedient, and humble, and simple, and childlike ; 
and modest, and retiring, and distrustful of them- 
selves, and willing to learn, as children are, it will 
not save them. 

For example, A man may fear one day that he 
shall be lost, that his sins will never be forgiven 
him, and the next day he may feel certain that 
his sins are forgiven him, and that he shall be 
saved. This certainly is a change, and a great 
change. It is a change of feeling. Again ; a 
man may at one time think himself very wicked, 
and in a short time he may come to think himself 
very good. This, too, is a great change. Again, 
a man may be low-spirited and melancholy, and 
may find no pleasure in his ordinary duties ; and 
especially he may feel it a toil and a burdeix to 
say prayers and read Y\\s ISftAft \ wA \xv ^.\>fcSa* 
while he may become c\ieetl>A «A. \«s?\n^ «s 
find great pleasure in xead\Tk&, «cA ^sc«*v*%* 
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listening to good discourses. Again, a man may 
have a fair and comfortable hope that by pressing 
forward in the way of God's commandments he 
shall attain to everlasting life through the mercy 
of God ; and this hope (as it is sometimes ex- 
changed for despair in the case of those who sin 
it away, so in some cases it) may be made to give 
way to certainty of salvation which despises hope. 
*' For what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope 
for V 9 All these are great changes of feeling. 

Again : a man may at one time be morose and 
ill-natured, peevish, cross, fretful ; and he may 
afterwards become good-natured, kind, and easy- 
tempered. This is a great change of disposition; 
and may arise from some change of feeling, such 
as I have mentioned ; as for instance, a man may 
be peevish and cross, while he is low-spirited, and 
desponding about himself, but pleasant and kind, 
when he is more hopeful, and cheerful. 

Now any one of these changes may take place 
in a man, or all of them successively ; and yet he 
may be no more like a little child than he was 
before. All these changes may take place, or a 
number of others like them, and a man may be 
no nearer the kingdom of heaven than he was 
before. Nay, he may be further off. S. Peter 
fell when he was confident. S. Mary Magdalene 
was forgiven while she wept. The publican was 
* justified while he dared not lift up so much as 
his eyes unto heaven. The Pharisee was con- 
demned while he said, " God, I thank Thee" 

Change of feeling, then, is in itself nothing — 

good in its place, nothing by itself. Feelings are 

like shadows, alike from different causes. A 

foolish wooden figure, and a real living man, will 

cast shadows exactly alike. A Yvan&aome 4i^va% 

o the place of a distorted ugly one, VVW cask * 
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handsome shadow, whether it is made of flesh 
and blood, and vivified by an immortal spirit, or 
whether it is made of senseless clay. So change 
of feeling is no sure sign of change of heart. 

And, especially, no feelings are more apt to 
change, and change suddenly, without cause, or 
with no good cause, than our feelings about our- 
selves. 

Therefore let no person congratulate himself on 
the certainty of having been converted, because 
he has experienced in himself a great change of 
feeling. However well satisfied he may be with 
his own state, however happy in his prospects, 
there is no hope of salvation for him except 
through continued repentance for his sins past, 
continued prayer for pardon ; and a continued 
stedfast purpose to lead a new life with all humi- 
lity of heart, distrusting himself, thinking meanly 
of himself, fearing to offend God, fearing by sin 
to lose eternal life, and cleaving with a holy pur- 
pose to Him Who died for him, and for Whose 
sake he hopes to be accepted at the last day. 

On the other hand, let no humble and obedient 
Christian be discouraged from patiently perse- 
vering in the narrow path by doubts and fears, 
because he cannot boast of those happy feelings 
of assurance, which some persons so boldly claim 
to themselves. They who are most faithful, most 
painstaking, most childlike, most humble, are 
frequently most distrustful of themselves ; too 
much alive to the holiness of God to imagine 
that they are perfect : and too modest to claim 
the certainty of that eternal reward which Christ 
is preparing for them. 

Let us, my brethren, checrtviJ\^ cask ^ wk.V&; 

with those blessed Saints, n«\io wc^ ^ot&jsoX"^ 

S. Paul, forgetting those tYim%a^v&L «l*\»* 
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to press forward to those which are before, looking 
onto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith : 
not too proud to pray for mercy ; not too con- 
fident to hope for heaven. Let us steadily refuse 
to exchange a good hope for a mere feeling of 
certainty, which will be sure to prove deceitful, 
and fail us when most we need support. Such a 
confidence as this would probably fail us on the 
bed of death, and certainly would in the day of 
judgment. 
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PART II. 



" Turn thou to thy God : keep mercy and judgment, and 
wait on thy God continually."— Hos. xii. 6. 

Having thus seen what conversion is not, let us 
now go on to inquire what true conversion is. It 
is not a mere change of feeling ; what is it ? What 
is that conversion which is spoken of in the word 
of God ? 

Taken in its whole meaning, it is, from being 
bad to become good : it is to be wholly changed ; 
from being unholy to become holy; from being 
servants of sin to become servants of righteous- 
ness; from being earthly to become heavenly. 
This is the whole of conversion : and this great 
work is only accomplished in a whole life. By 
degrees we are moulded and fashioned (as clay in 
the hands of the potter,) into what we are to be 
hereafter : by grace upon grace, and by one holy 
deed after another, through the successive stages 
of the Christian life this great work proceeds : 
" They go from strength to strength, until before 
the God of gods appeareth every one of them in 
Sion." 

But of course every good work on earth has a 
beginning : and in Christians the good work of 
their salvation begins in their baptism. Washed 
in those cleansing waters, which Christ h&&s%\sR,- 
tified, they come forth, as Ik Y^mX^^^S 
"whiter than snow," cYotYwA m ^kv** *<*f\ !^ 
all radiant with the gkmoua Y\fcV\, o*L Oo\> *^ 
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And when baptized children are docile and obedi- 
ent from the first, and continue faithful to the 
last, like the ninety and nine in the wilderness, 
which went not astray, then the good work in them 
goes on uninterruptedly through their whole life : 
gently and equably the grace of God is showered 
upon them, falling lightly and softly, like the pure 
flakes of snow* and sinking silently and surely into 
the inmost recesses of their hearts : their spiritual 
life flows on calmly and evenly, like a clear and 
gently flowing stream, noiselessly, or with pleasant 
murmur, pursuing its appointed way, glowing in 
the bright rays of the sun, and spreading verdure 
and gladness around ; its banks adorned with 
lovely flowers, and shaded with fruit-bearing trees. 
But when men have forsaken the good and right 
way, and have followed their own devices, and 
fallen into grievous sin, and chosen to delight 
themselves in every evil work ; or when they have 
been careless, and indifferent about avoiding wrong 
and doing right ; and have lived forgetful of God, 
and neglecting their own souls ; then, of course, a 
great and thorough change is needed before they 
can be again upon the road to heaven : and this 
change must have a beginning : and this begin- 
ning of a new course of life may be called conver- 
sion, as it frequently is. 

So then, if the whole meaning of conversion is 
that entire change which takes place in all those 
who are delivered from sin and misery, and per- 
fected for heaven ; yet the word is commonly used 
to signify the beginnings of a better life in those 
who have hitherto lived wickedly. In both these 
usej the word has really the same meaning, that 
29, c)mnge : in the deeper sense it means a change 
$f nature/ in the more common sense a change 
*S/Aw»#, the first beginnings of a Violiet \\fe. 
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Now no Christian, who can be converted, is 
altogether forsaken of the Spirit of God once 
given to him. Though the Blessed Spirit may 
have been grieved, He is not entirely withdrawn ; 
but still continues to whisper good desires, to warn 
against sin, and to picture the beauty of holiness 
before the mind of God's redeemed child : yet, 
notwithstanding this, we know that numbers of 
Christians continue to choose the ways of sinful 
pleasure, and ungratefully waste their substance in 
riotous living : they are disobedient and rebellious 
children, and though beloved as children, they 
give no love in return. How then are they to be 
restored ? how are they to begin to do better ? 
Their heavenly Father is graciously waiting for 
their repentance, how shall they begin to repent ? 
what is conversion ? It is a change of, purpose, or 
a change of will. This is the beginning of their 
new life. From being unwilling to do what is right 
and holy, a man becomes willing, the grace of 
God preventing him : from having no purpose of 
amendment, he makes a strong resolution, and 
steadfastly purposes to lead a new life. This is 
true conversion — a change of purpose, courageously 
made and firmly persisted in ; to try sincerely, 
and endeavour heartily to do what is right and 
pleasing in God's sight ; to say to oneself, "I will 
earnestly try to live a holy and religious life, and 
with God's grace I will succeed." 

This is the one great change which is needed in 
wicked or worldly-minded men before they can be 
saved. They must turn to God, and submit 
themselves to His commandments. Other changes 
may and will take place in them at the same. tvc&fe. 
— but this is the one great pnucY^fe *& e*sBs«B&ss^» 
on which the stability oi otW daKQ%«- &ss»w» 
Yet this change will, I say, \>fc ^com^a^^ 
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great and blessed changes of feeling. He who be- 
fore was forgetful of Goo and careless about the 
day of judgment, will now learn to fear Him Who 
can destroy both body and soul in hell. He who 
was indifferent whether he pleased God or not, 
will now desire His favour before all other bless- 
ings. He who took delight in pleasures of the 
body and of the world, will now turn his thoughts 
towards heaven, and long to be made worthy of 
it. He who trusted in his own strength, will now 
learn to lean humbly upon the mercy and the grace 
of Gob, through Christ. He who before rejoiced 
in iniquity, will now be deeply grieved at the 
memory of his past sins, and make confession, and 
beg pardon, and humble himself before God and 
man. He who dared not look steadily forward to 
the end, will now cherish a firm yet humble hope 
of eternal happiness. Thus along with a sincere 
and earnest change of purpose, will come in re- 
pentance, and fear, and hope, and love, and faith, 
in place of hardheartedness, and carelessness, and 
worldly-mindedness, and selfish indulgence. 

Now, perhaps, this little book may be read by 

one who is quite conscious that he has committed 

grievous sins, of which he has never heartily 

repented ; or who knows that he is really living 

far more for this world than for heaven. Let such 

a person be quite sure there is no hope of salvation 

for him without a great and entire change of the 

whole man. If your life is bad, your life must be 

changed: if your heart is fixed on this world, 

your heart must be changed. If your leading 

purpose is to make your way in the world, your 

purpose must be changed. If you have no par- 

t/euJar purpose at all, but pass through life as a 

matter of course, doing each day's ^otV as \\, 

owes before you, and taking eveiy coroXoxV, *& \\. 
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offers itself, without thinking of the consequences, 
then you must take to yourself a purpose. You 
must be changed. You must put away sloth and , 
indifference, and resolve bravely to press forward * 
towards heaven, and make good your claim to the 
unfading crown. 

. Let no wicked man, let no worldly-hearted man 
fancy that the Church requires no great change 
to take place in him before he can be saved. The 
Church requires a far more thorough change than 
is required elsewhere. The Church requires a 
change, which shall begin with a hearty repent- 
ance, and firm resolution of amendment, and go j, 
on to a holy and religious life of continual im- j 
provement. The Church requires a change which | 
cannot be completed in a moment, but only by 
the continued endeavours of a whole life. Upon 
a true repentance, and real change of purpose, 
she promises in her Master's Name forgive- 
ness, and restoration to God's favour ; but at the 
same time she requires a continued repentance 
and the fruits of a holy life. And be sure the 
holiness of life she requires is far more strict than 
is required elsewhere. At the same time she says 
that the grace of God is almighty, and His grace 
He will never withhold from those who seek it 
with their whole heart, and try to live a godly 
life. She says, in the words of the prophet, 
" Turn thou to thy God : keep mercy and judg- 
ment, and wait on thy God continually." She 
says, " turn thou," because thou mayest turn if 
thou wilt ; the grace of God fails thee not : if 
thou dost not turn it is thine own fault. She 
says, €s turn thou to thy God," because He i& 
waiting to receive thee. 8Y\e mj%, w V»«^\assw2^ 
and judgment/ 9 because tf 1k<sa Mfo^\^ , «^ 
the ways of sin, thy past coiwWBKSfc. ^^ ^ 
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thee nothing. She adds, " and wait on thy God 
continually," because the great work of thy salva- 
tion can only be carried on by the assisting grace 
of God, for which thou must wait on Him day by 
day in prayer and meditation, and which thou must 
seek for with all diligence in the services of the 
Church, and above all in the Holy Communion. 

Now here I have by no means said all that 
might be said upon the true meaning of conver- 
sion. Yet I have said enough to show that for a 
wicked man, or a careless and worldly-hearted 
man to turn to God, is the most complete change 
that can take place in a Christian who has sinned, 
and a change most absolutely necessary for those 
who would be saved. For our Saviour says dis- 
tinctly, " Except ye be converted and become as 
little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom 
of heaven." Without a true conversion, and 
entire change of heart, it was impossible for a 
heathen to enter into the kingdom of Christ. 
So also for those among Christians who are not 
like little children, not obedient, not trusting in 
God as their Father, not humble, not loving, not 
desirous of His love before all other treasures, for 
them it is impossible to enter into heaven, unless 
they are completely changed, and become as lit- 
tle children, beneath the guidance of the Church, 
their mother. Nay, a sinful or careless Christian 
has more need of a complete change than even a 
heathen ; for his condition is more wretched and 
hopeless, and his sins are more grievous, and his 
punishment will be greater, unless he repent, be- 
cause he sins against greater grace, and despises 
the love of a Father, as well as the commands of 
a Master. The ingratitude of a rebellious son is 

more hateful than the waywardness ofc a d!\ao\>fc- 

7/ent servant 
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Yet so gracious is our Heavenly Father, and v 
so abundant is His goodness through Christ, that 
He regards His repentant children with loving- 
kindness. Even whilst they are a great way off He 
sees them ; He sees the first risings of returning 
love ; He listens to the first sigh of bitter sorrow ; 
JHe hears the first moanings of repentance ; He 
favourably receives the first offered vow of renewed 
obedience. He goes to meet His returning child ; 
He upholds him in the way of repentance ; He 
leads him gently towards his forsaken home, and 
commends him to the love of his brethren, and 
even the blessed Angels in heaven rejoice that the 
child who had been lost is found. 

Oh ! happy they who thus return from their 
vain wanderings, and seek again for peace and 
rest in their Father's home. Oh ! happy they 
who forsake the way of evil, turn to the Lord, 
and pray for the gift of renewed health and fuller 
life ; who strive for holiness, and are clothed in 
the robe of righteousness. The Angels in heaven 
rejoice over one sinner that repenteth ; so surely 
may we, not because they are really more blessed 
than those who never went astray ; not because 
they become more holy, and have a higher re- 
ward. On the contrary, the most blessed, the 
best beloved, the happiest, the purest, the most 
like Angels, the gentlest and the wisest, the 
surest and most steadfast, are those who have 
never wandered, who have ever kept their Father's 
commandments, who have ever lived in the sun- 
shine of His favour, and ever gazed upon His 
loving countenance. But over those who repent 
we rejoice with peculiar joy, because they are 
plucked as brands from the V>vxm\xv% \ \^R«»»Rk^kK^ 
nave been snatched as it Tjete fcccrccv , 0fcfc n«V*>p« 
of the pit of destruction m\,o ^Yvv&v «*« ^ 
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falling ; because we knew they were lost, and have 
seen them found ; because we feared they were 
dead, and have seen them alive again. In them 
we behold a double triumph over Satan : we see 
the prey taken from the mighty, and the lawful 
captive delivered. Oh ! happy they who have 
courage and strength to break their chains, and. 
turn their faces homewards, and look hopefully 
towards their Father, and call upon Him in their 
trouble, and begin their homeward journey in ear- 
nest. Oh ! thrice happy they who persevere 
without wavering to the end. Once turn their faces 
heavenward again in good earnest, and they are 
becoming as little children. Let them be on their 
guard against pride and false-confidence. Let 
them think meanly of themselves, and highly of 
others : let them take the lowest place, and wait 
with patient hope till God shall call them up 
higher, and the dispositions of little children will 
gradually be formed in them, and at last perfected, 
and they shall take their station by the side of 
those who have never fallen from the grace given 
them in their infancy. 

W.J. 
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Brethren, 

I am not now going to write to you against 
dissent, as it is called, nor to blame you nor any 
one. I would speak to you in a spirit of love, of 
some of the effects and privileges of love, and I 
pray you to read this tract in the same spirit. 

The natural effect of love is to draw men to- 
gether. They who are strongly attached desire 
to talk together, to be together, to work together, 
to rest together, and, as much as possible, to live 
together. 

The natural effect of religious love is the same. 
It draws men together. They love to read, con- 
verse, and, above all, to pray and praise God to- 
gether. It was this that made David groan over 
the remembrance of the happiness which he once 
enjoyed with his false friend in the sad words, 
"we took sweet counsel together, and walked to- 
gether to the house of God as friends." Your 
own hearts will tell you what I mean better than 
I can speak ; will . tell you that Christian love 
urges us to worship together as Christians, and 
that when we cannot do so, if our love be strong, 
our sorrow is great. 

And now let us look to Holy Scripture. We 

know that all mankind were, once in Adam, united 

in one, just as all the corns of an ear of wheat were 

united in the one corn which was first sown. We 

were all one in Adam ; and, therefore, as Adam 

sinned, we all sinned, we all died. But there 

was a Second Adam, Who collected us altogether 

again in one, so that we all lived in Him, and died 

in Him, and rose in Him, just as the many corns 

Jn the ear were sown in the one'cotn, and nro- 

fited by what happened to that one. 'NN'e^exe*^ 

■oJJected together again into one in Chmot. 
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Now, if we are collected into one in Christ, 
ought we not to worship Christ together in one ? 

Again, — what I have just said took place thou- 
sands of years after the first Adam sinned and 
died : but the blessing was not unknown all that 
time. There were prophecies of it, and not only 
of the birth, and life, and death of the Second 
Adam, but of our being all one in Him, and of 
the blessedness of this oneness. 

The ark of Noah was one prophecy. In it 
all mankind then remaining were one again in 
one family, in one body, and were safe. 

Abraham's family was another. All the Church 
of God was in his tents. 

Jerusalem, again, was another figure of the 
same ; for in it God's ancient people all met to- 
gether in one worship. 

"Jerusalem is* built as a city that is at unity 
in itself. For thither the tribes go up, even the 
tribes of the Lord to testify unto Israel, to give 
thanks unto the Name of the Lord."* 

* " Behold how good and pleasant a thing it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity."t 

So long as our Lord was upon earth, the 
Church was all in Him, because it was formed out 
of His sacrificed body at His death, as Eve was 
formed out of Adam. Therefore the Church was 
all one in Him whilst He lived here : and, as 
His body, which 4kras the figure and seed of the 
Church, was all one, so even was His garment. 
We read, " Now the coat was without seam, 
woven from the top throughout. They said, there- 
fore, among themselves, Let us not rend it."J 

Now, very few people see any meaning in this, 
but you will do so at once, if ^o4 Ixktel \» ^<=> 
passages iu the Bible. The \ffl^uge&«<& *fc VSj»rs^ 

* Ps. cxxii. 4, Prayer Book versvou. ^ ^ «s*S^- 
J S. John xix. 24. 
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xv. 27, and 1 Kings xi. 30. And now you see that 
a torn garment means division, and, therefore, that 
a whole garment means oneness. Even then the 
coat of Christ showed that His Church is to be 
one. But, further than this, we can refer to His 
own words, spoken the night before His agony 
and death ; remember, the very night before. 

" Neither pray I for these alone, but for them 
also which shall believe on Me through their word ; 
that they all may be one ; as Thou, Father, art 
in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one 
in Us : that the world may believe that Thou 
hast sent Me."* And this same doctrine was 
always taught by the Apostles. I will write down 
but one passage which contains all I would say. 
S. Paul says to the Roman converts, — 

" Now the God of patience and consolation 
grant you to be likeminded one towards another 
according to Christ Jesus : that ye may with 
one mind and one mouth glorify Gop, even the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ."! 

Now these words say all that can be said for 
unity of public worship amongst Christians. But 
I would ask you also to read a few out of many 
more like words. 1 Cor. i. 10 ; 1 Cor. xii. 12 to 
the end of chapter xiii. ; and Ephes. iv. 3. 

All I need show more from the Bible is, that 
the unity prophesied and commanded once was, 
that at first there was thorough oneness of wor- 
ship. Look, I pray you, to Acts ii. 46 ; iv. 32. 
You find the early Christians " continuing daily 
with one accord in the temple," and " of one 
heart and of one soul." 

Now I know not how any of these things, the 
feelings of the heart, the collection of all in one 
/a the Second Adam, the prophecies, the precepts, 
the example of the Church of the Apostles, ran 
* 8. John xvti. 20. t Bom. xv. 5. 
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be reconciled with what we are doing here. To 
be of the same nation and language and district 
and to be of a different mind, so as to have dif- 
ferent worship, and to have different mouths so 
that we cannot join in the same words ; to have 
different houses to God, not because there is not 
room enough in one, (for then more would have 
been made like that one,) but in order to worship 
in a different way, with different ministers, and 
rules, and societies, I do not know how to recon- 
cile these things. 

But some may answer, that the passages I 
have mentioned speak of love and charity between 
neighbour and neighbour in our daily life and 
intercourse with each other, and not of unity of 
worship. Some of the passages indeed do speak 
of this love, but not all ; and those that do so, 
not of this kind of love only. Judge if it be a 
blessed thing and also a duty, to agree with our 
neighbours in earthly things, how much more in 
heavenly ? If to agree before men be good, how 
much more before God ? Every text which 
enforces love and praises unity in common things, 
applies still more strongly to heavenly things. 
Truly it is a much more good and joyful thing to 
dwell together in unity of things of God, than in 
things of men. 

And again, some may answer, that we can have 
all this love and unity in the heart without always 
worshipping together and being outwardly one 
body of Christians ; that we should agree to dif- 
fer, and love those who differ, forgetting the dif- 
ferences. Nay brethren, we should rather agree 
to agree, and though we love those who differ, 
should do so with hope and prayer to win them 
to agreement, not to leave them as they are. 

The principles and fee\m^ oS. \sv«^ «*» ^* 
pressed by actions. I£ Te\fcUo\i%\«^ «*^?^J 
they embrace. The in^axAfeeXm^ S» ^ , *^ 
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the outward sign. If men are attached to each 
other, as I said before, they seek each other's com- 
pany. The friendship of heart is shown outwardly. 
So too in the things of religion. True unity and 
love want and use the outward sign common prayer, 
common worship. When these are absent some- 
thing is amiss. Besides it must be borne in mind, 
that inward love, agreement to differ and the like, 
will never satisfy the Psalmist's words, that " Je- 
rusalem is a city at unity in itself, for thither the 
tribes go up, even the tribes of the Lord, to tes- 
tify unto Israel, to give thanks unto the Name of 
the Lord :" they will never satisfy the Saviour's 
prayer that the world may believe that God had 
sent Him by seeing us one : they will never come 
up to S. Paul's direction to glorify God " with 
one mind and one mouth." 

And now let me consider with you the his- 
tory of this parish. When the Gospel was first 
preached here, the Church which is now among 
you, and of which I am a Minister, was formed. 
The Apostle who came hither collected all into 
one, and all worshipped at the nearest place of 
worship in the same words, on the same days, 
under the same ministry. At last the land was 
divided into parishes, and this place became one. 
One Clergyman or more together received the 
care of it, and a parish church was built. The 
people all worshipped in one, one service, one 
Church, under one ministry. They fulfilled pro- 
phecy, and precept, and example, and acting as 
their hearts urged them, were happy indeed. This 
unity lasted from the conversion of the people to 
the sixteenth century after Christ. 

The troubles from the heathen make it difficult 
to teJJ exactly, but I think I may say that our 
a ij? r£f * f° r at hast one thousand yeaia, ^eife onfc 
^ s JPlace, and for several hundred ^eara h^t^ 
**»A, and one as a parish. 
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Bat then in this long course of years many 
wrong things had crept in, just as you know 
that abuses grow up gradually. When the Church 
came to find this out, she put away these wrong 
things, and this is called the Reformation. 

Well, then, all were one here until the Refor- 
mation, and even for a few years after. But soon 
some said that too much had been altered, and 
others said not enough ; and then these persons 
who were dissatisfied left their brethren, and 
some of them are called Romanists, and others 
Dissenters. Still these were very few, and this 
parish was very nearly a united parish long after- 
wards. Some of you can remember people leaving 
the Church even in your time, and can look back 
to the parish as more united than it now is. 
Now surely if this parish was one before the errors 
were taken away, much more ought it to be one 
now that they are removed ; and all I have been 
saying shows you that for a thousand years our 
fathers here were one, and that for still longer 
very nearly one, but that now we are no longer 
so. Once this parish fulfilled for hundreds and 
hundreds of years prophecy, and precept, and 
example, and now it is against all these ; it has 
fallen away from a blessing and duty ; it has fallen 
away from its former self. 

Perhaps some will say, " We long to be one, 
come and join us, and we will join you." Now 
this sounds very fair, but it is only a sound. 
Suppose two brothers in a large family did not 
like the ways of the family, and went away toge- 
ther to America : and then suppose the family 
wrote to them, begging them to come back, and 
saying how happy they had once been altogether, 
and might still be again. Would it he. <kx* xsv 
those brothers to say \n art\^sr,"X o\y \ssaaX, ^kswsr 
to us here, or we will meet ^o\x \\*N*L ^*^ ^H^f^ 
island in the great sea?' Saxt^ ^^ 
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they who went away, and if they wished to live 
with their friends again, it would be their business 
to return. 

. So it is here. They who have left us should 
not ask us to join them. We could not do that 
without sanctioning their leaving, and doing other 
mischief besides. They left : it is they who 
should return, and who, I trust, will. 

This is the sum of all. It is the voice of the 
heart ; it is the voice of prophets, and Apostles, 
and of our Blessed Saviour ; it agrees with the 
example of the early Christians, and with the 
history and practice of this parish that we should 
have but one ministry, one voice of prayer, one 
body of Christians. Let it then be so once again. 
I ask of you no blame of others, nothing uncha- 
ritable, nothing unkind. O no; I ask of you 
love — love shown by religious action. Return to 
the Church of your fathers. Bring your wives 
and children, and let us tread the courts of God 
together again as the tribes of the Lord. Let 
there be to you no other public prayer, no other 
place of worship, but that which is common to 
all, the heritage of your fathers, and a legacy to 
your children. Let us be one again, and say, 

" I was glad when they said unto me, We will 
go into the house of the Lord. Our feet shall 
stand in thy gates, O Jerusalem. Jerusalem is 
built as a city that is at unity in itself. For 
thither the tribes go up, even the tribes of the 
Lord, to testify unto Israel, to give thanks unto 
the Name of the Lord." 

" Behold, how good and joyful a thing it is, 
brethren, to dwell together in unity." 

Believe me your affectionate friend and pastor, 

W. E. H. 
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My Dear Parishioners, 

Let me receive a kind hearing from you whilst 
I speak of the great blessings which belong to all 
of you who are members of that family of God in 
which it is my happiness not only to be numbered, 
but to minister to the wants of the bodies, minds, 
hearts, and souls of those who are bound up with 
me in that holy fellowship by bonds so sacred and 
endearing. 

You all know, in one way or other, the privi- 
leges, safeguards, and joys of a religious home. 
In it you see a father supporting, defending, guid- 
ing, teaching, leading, himself and by means of 
his wife, with parental authority, care, and affec- 
tion. You see his children looking up to him 
as their head with love and trust ; with fear when 
they sin* with hope when they act rightly ; receiv- 
ing his advice and teaching, and acting upon them. 
Such are they towards their parents, and to each 
other they are full of love and trust. They feel 
that they have the same parents, the same name, 
the same home, the same interest, the same joys 
and sorrows, hopes and fears. They are brethren 
and sisters in all the fulness of those dear words. 
If one suffer, all suffer with him : if one rejoice, 
all rejoice with him. They are one in heart ; and 
aU together form one house, one home, one, I can 
Bay no more, one family. 
Mow do not think for a moment t\ia\. w^j oi 
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God's earthly gifts are a hindrance to our hea- 
venly calling. Our sins let or hinder us, but not 
God's ordinances, nor God's providence, nor 
God's gifts. Riches are naturally the means of 
doing good :* we, and we only, make them the 
source of pride, and luxury, and worldliness.f 
Poverty makes us anxious and careworn ; causes 
us to murmur, and leads us to neglect our souls, 
not because it is an evil thing, but because we are 
evil. When we receive it rightly, it makes us 
humble, and trustful, and weans us from this pre- 
sent evil world.J And so it is here. Home, with 
all its safety, and peace, and comforts, and objects 
of love, does not naturally, and need not, draw off 
our hearts from higher things. It is not a help to 
fix our affections upon earth, but to train them and 
lead them on to heavenly love and duty. There 
is a heavenly Father — there is a heavenly family. 
The earthly parent and the earthly home are only 
figures of these, ordained to make us love them ; 
and so well do they serve this end in those who 
would profit by them, that the selfish, ungrateful, 
and heartless member of a household becomes the 
disobedient child of God, and loves not as a 
Christian brother, whilst the dutiful child and 
affectionate brother grows up into the true Chris- 
tian towards God and towards man. The earthly 
father then, the earthly family, are a figure of, 
and a guide to our heavenly Father, and our 
heavenly family. 

1. First then, let me speak to you of our hea- 
venly Father. He is such by His creation and 
preservation of us, and is, therefore, called in 
Scripture the " Father of Spirits." But, alas, 
our first parents would not obey their heavenly 
Father's will. They brake His laws fat *kss<^- 

* S. Luke xvi. 9. 1 Tim. V\. Yi , \ft A* • 
t S. Luke xii. 19 ; xvi. \9. \ Tua. nv VI • . 
t 8. Mark xii. 41 . 1 Cot . *i. ^0 . S>. *«n** w- *>- 
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selves and for us.* In Adam and by Adam we 
threw off the rule of our Father, refused to be 
His children, and ceased to be His children as 
once we were. We ceased to be His children in 
love and holiness.f We ceased to be His chil- 
dren as part of the heavenly family with the holy 
Angels.J We ceased to have any claim upon Him 
as our Father ; and ceasing in all this, we became 
divided from our fellow-creatures also. They who 
are not sons cannot be brethren. Selfishness se- 
parated man from man. Violence and bloodshed, 
oppression, neglect, and fraud showed that the 
first family was broken up : men were no longer 
sons of God ; and so no longer brethren to each 
other.§ 

2. But in the midst of all this sin and misery 
God the Father sent His only Son. He became 
man for us. As a man He pleased God and res- 
tored us to favour. || Our fallen nature in Him 
stood upright and pleased God. The Son of 
God became man, and man became in Him the 
Son of God.^T I do not know how to state this 
clearly to you, so difficult is it and so full of mys- 
tery. I must be satisfied with begging you to 
believe that Chbist was the first or new man,** the 
first true Son of God after the fall of Adam, and 
that we become sons of God by becoming 
Christ's brethren. Christ is a Son, and we 
become sons by being joined to Him. And this 
is the reason why our Catechism says, " member 
of Christ," before " child of God." We become 
children of God by being members of Christ. 

Now then it becomes more easy to see who are 
the children of our heavenly Father, and who 
are brethren in the heavenly family ; even the 

* Rom. v. 19. f Gen. iii. 8. Eph. ii. 3. 

X& Luke L 12; ii. 9. § Gen. iv. 8 ; Vi. tt. 

tf/saiah tin. 11. Rom. v. 19. 1 S. John ii. 2. 
l/*. Jobaj. 12; xx . 17, Heb. ii. &— 18. ** ICot.tw.^ 
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members of Christ, even those who have been 
joined to Christ. 

And how are we joined to Christ ? By being 
joined to His Body the Church, and this we are 
by Baptism. By Baptism we are made members 
of Christ's Body, and so members of Christ and 
so children of God* For thus it is written : " For 
as the body is one, and hath many members, and 
all the members of that one body, being many, 
are one body : so also is Christ. For by one 
Spirit we are all baptized into one body."* " Ye 
are all children of God by faith in Christ Jesus : 
for as many of you as have been baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ." 

Again it is in the heavenly fttmily as it is in the 
earthly. Men are born into it ; they receive their 
name, and are ever after counted members of the 
family. So we are born into the Church by Bap- 
tism, receive our Christian names, and thenceforth 
are the children of God, and brethren of each 

other.f 

All the baptized in all countries and in all times 
form the one great Christian family : all the bap- 
tized, I mean, who have not lost their relationship 
by some of those unhappy means which I will soon 
explain. My brethren, you have many of you lost 
a brother or sister. But you do not count the 
dead as no longer of your family. You still speak 
of them and feel towards them as brethren. For 
death cannot make a brother cease to be a bro- 
ther, neither in the earthly family, nor in the 
heavenly. All that are dead are our brethren, 
and all that are living, who are members of 
Christ. Our heavenly family then is large, 
larger than a hundred countries, large as eighteen 
hundred years. The dead and the living *?» <5?ss. 
brethren, and those that sYi^^^otdl^^^^^^*^* 
All together form the ^\io\* C\»»<3gl A ^** 
* 1 Cor. xii. 12. t S. Wtoik *&.*• T»»*^ 
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the universal, the Catholic Church, which we con- 
fess in our Belief, in which we live, in which I 
trust we shall die, and rise again, and dwell with 
the Lord. 

Now the brethren of this heavenly family who 
live on earth may be seen and heard, they are 
men ; and as men require guidance, instruction, 
consolation, and support. And therefore the Fa- 
ther of the family being unseen, has given them 
fathers who may be seen and heard, to teach, 
lead, comfort, and guide, and to supply meat to the 
souls of His household in due season. 

Thus it is that S. Paul and S. John speak as 
fathers ;* and we receiving our office through 
them or their fellow Apostles speak to you in like 
manner as your fathers. The clergy according to 
their degrees are fathers of those committed to 
their care. Thus then there are many fathers, 
and many families, and yet but one Father and 
one family. For example, this parish is one 
family, and has its father ; and all the parishes in 
this diocese with all their fathers gathered into 
one body under the bishop are one family under 
one father ; and all the dioceses in this Church 
of England with their heads are one family, one 
Church of England ; and all the Churches of the 
world together are the one family that is seen ; and 
the Church that is seen, and they that are dead, 
and they that are to come form together the one 
great heavenly Family of men, and with the holy 
Angels the one family of God the Father, being 
now unseen to us, butthereafter to be seen face to 
face. All the families on earth, with their fathers 
who may be seen, that is, the Clergy, together 
make one family and one only, the great Father 
of which is unseen, but not absent, not far from 
every one ofus. 

* Gal. iv. 19. 1 S. John \L 1. 
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Of the family on earth these are the ties and 
links of love, that each end all have one Lord, 
one faith, one Baptism, one God and Father of 
all, that each and all use the same creeds, have 
the same Sacrament of the Lord's Supper and 
the same order of fathers or ministers of God. 

And of the family in England besides these 
bonds and possessions which belong to all, the va- 
rious families and all the members of those fami- 
lies have in addition one voice of prayer, and in 
the Prayer Book use the same Psalms, and por- 
tions of Scripture, and petitions, and keep the 
same holy days, and are governed by the same 
laws. These are the bonds of love between all 
members of the Church of England. 

And of the less family, the family of God in 
this parish, besMes all these things in common we 
have others : but let me now put them all together 
that we may feel fully how bound up we are 
together, how thankful we ought to be, and how 
we ought to love one another. 

We have then together, as brethren, one font for 
one Baptism by one ministry of the one Church, 
one Catechism, one Confirmation, one Altar for the 
one Supper of the Lord, one House of God, one 
faith confessed in the same creeds, the same Scrip- 
tures, the same Prayer Book, the same holy days 
of joy and sorrow, the same Christian life sap- 
ported by the same means of grace, the same 
death cheered and turned into a blessing by the 
same Lord and Saviour, the First-born in the 
heavenly family, the Redeemer of each and all, the 
same churchyard wherein to lie, after the same ser- 
vice. I beseech you think over these bonds care- 
fully, and think over them often. 

And now, before I mention some <&£ tWxssaxs^. 
duties and blessings "wYivcYi $iora ^tom *s>>». \*sfi»si 
in this family, I will, aa I Mow.^^^ 
how we may lose them, that V* Gsotf* iff*** 
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never may do so. And hear me with patience and 
gentleness in this matter. What I say I say in 
love, and because it is my duty : what you hear 
then hear in love, and because you are my family. 

1 . Inwardly and invisibly we may cut ourselves 
off from this blessed family by sin. To all appear- 
ance we may remain children of God to the day 
of our death, and indeed be children ; for there 
are evil children in a family as well as good ; and 
also all our claims, rights, and privileges remain so 
as to be ours again upon repentance, when we arise 
and say unto our Father, " Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before Thee." We may be 
all this, and have all this, but not repenting, we 
shall in the end find that all name, title, claim, 
privilege are vain, without the life 4 and spirit ; 
and as we have rejected the life £f children here, 
so at the last day we shall lose the name.* 

2. We may be cast out by the Church, or, as it 
is called, excommunicated. The heavenly family 
may cast us forth as unfit to belong to it by the 
judgment of the fathers which are seen, the mi- 
nistry of God. This was very common in the 
pure early days of Christianity, and is commanded 
by our Saviour and S. Paul.f 

3. We may leave the heavenly family by de- 
serting it. If we refuse to join in those acts which 
are our family ties we loosen our relationship, and 
by degrees lose it. If we forsake the father of 
the less family, the parish Clergyman, for other 
teachers, the family font for a strange Baptism, 
the House of God, opr common home, for other 
places of worship ; our family prayer, the services 
of the Church, for other worship; the com- 
mon table of the spiritual family, which is the 
altar at which we feast together ; if we so give up 

^nd leave that which shows us to be, and keeps 

r S. Matt, xviii. 17. 1 Cor. v. 13. Gal. v. 12. 
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us of the one family, then, sad as it is to say, and 
uncharitable as it seems to some so to speak, we 
cut ourselves off, we leave the one great family, 
we cease to belong to it, our privileges, our joy, 
our hope, our blessedness in it and by it are no 
more ; and it is we alone who have done this, and 
we who suffer by it. God grant it may never be 
the case with any of us, or may cease to be so. 

Let me also tell you some of the blessings and 
duties which belong to us as members of the 
heavenly family. I cannot now dwell upon the 
unspeakable comfort and grace of being able to 
speak to God as our Father, nay, to have Him 
for our Father, and to be in truth His children. 
[ would rather speak to you of your happiness and 
duty as brethren than as children. 

1. You are {brethren, and should never feel 
alone or deserted. However poor you are, how- 
ever solitary, you are members of this innumerable 
and glorious household. All its possessions are 
yours : all its members are your brethren. Should 
you read of any holy man now departed and at 
rest, he is your brother. Should you hear of any 
devoted labourer in God's vineyard still serving 
God in his calling, he is your brother. When 
you are in church, however few there may be 
there, or when you pray in private in the words 
of the Church, or with the desires and feelings of 
a child and brother, you are not desolate and lone. 
Not only are God and His Angels with you, 
which were more than enough to console and sup- 
port you, but you are joineq in spirit and truth to 
the whole family, and are worshipping with all 
the brethren. And should you be sick, and no 
longer able to come to the house of God, you are 
still a brother, you are not alone. All the prayers 
in all the Church in all t\\fc ws&&. rafe Vst ^s^» , w» 
yours, and yours are t\vevx«». « >^. 

Bat to show you tiiaX, ^o\x *x* ^s** x **^ 
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and desolate dt such a time, I will go back and 
point oat how that from the first you have been 
treated by the Church as related to God's chil- 
dren, and dear to them all. 

When you were helpless infants, you were 
brought into the family at your Baptism, not in 
private, but before and by your brethren. All 
the congregation meeting in God's house prayed 
for, received you, rejoiced over you. Look at the 
service ; you will see it is the service of brethren. 

When you were taught your catechism you 
learned with your brethren, whom you called, 
together with yourself, elect of God. 

In Confirmation, in receiving the Lord's 
Supper, in all public worship, mark how all the 
brethren join in prayer for and with each other. 

If you were married, it was oA 'alone, it was 
in the face of the Church, as Brethren before 
brethren. 

So it is in health and prosperity, but at last 
sickness comes. Then look at the Visitation Ser- 
vice. The Clergyman comes to you as to mem- 
bers of the family. His coming shows that you 
are not forgotten. He forms around you a little 
congregation to remind you of the great congre- 
gation, and you are prayed for as brethren. All 
the while in public worship you are remembered 
even by name. All join in asking for you comfort 
and patience, and a happy issue out of affliction. 
You receive the Holy Communion in your sick 
chambers : and thus show and confirm your union. 
Look at the service. Some of it is to suit your 
particular case, showing how carefully and ten- 
derly you are remembered. The rest is the very 
same as that which you once used, and your 
brethren still use, in the great congregation. So 
/s it aJJ your life long. You are not treated as 
In d*viduals, as single solitary persons, WV %a 
rethren, and when you die, it is the same, ^om 
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are not buried in your field, but in the common 
ground of the whole family ; not alone, but by a 
congregation which lifts up its voice over you in 
sorrow and thanksgiving as for brethren. Never, 
then, feel alone, or neglected, or desolate, or poor 
in spiritual privileges; all the whole family is 
yours, and you are theirs. 

2. As you may not feel as if you were the only 
child of God, so neither act as if you were. 
What you are to others, be to them. Be brethren 
to brethren in all things. 

Be brethren in prayer, not thinking of your- 
selves alone in the house of God, but praying 
with and for all the others, saying our Father. 

Be brethren in alms and works of love, striving 
as much as 'duty will allow to have no private 
interests, but t^jfassist all as relatives and kins- 
men. 

Be brethren in love and sympathy, rejoicing 
with those who do rejoice, and weeping with 
those who weep ; having a ready ear and a willing 
heart; being gentle, affectionate, tender, long- 
suffering, hopeful, delighting in everything good 
in others, grieving over and concealing what is 
evil. Be brethren in helping your brethren to 
heaven. " Comfort yourselves together, and edify 
one another/' " Exhort one another daily." 
" Comfort the feeble-minded, support the weak."* 

3. Be not vain of your privileges as sons and 
brothers. What have you that you have not 
received ? God can of stones raise up children 
to Himself. Not by works of righteousness which 
we have done, but by His mercy He saved us, by 
the washing of regeneration and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost. Let your sense of this be seen 
in your humility and gentleness to those who da 
not share your blessings ^ycl >2&r*gl\s^^s>r&8-- 

# 1 Thess. v. \\— W. Tfcfc^^* 
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ness and love. Win them by showing that you 
desire not to add to a party, or to procure honour 
to yourselves, but to bring them to great happi- 
ness, and to glorify your God. 

4. Look forward to, and hasten to the meeting 
the great family at the last. Prepare for it, long 
for it, press on towards it. 

flere, you have not seen the countless holy bre- 
thren who have lived and died since Christ came. 
Here, you are separated by distance from your 
spiritual kindred. Even when near, you cannot 
know them, nor can they know you as we shall 
know each other hereafter. Here, we are afflicted, 
tempted, divided. We are now a family dis- 
persed, and wandering in danger and difficulty. 
Let us look, then, to a re-union with those who 
have gone before ; a union witjp those we have 
not known, and a more perfect union with those 
we see ; to meeting in one eternal home, no more 
to go forth and part, — to meeting in heaven. 

Let us pray God, with voice, and heart, and 
life, " shortly to accomplish the number of His 
elect, and to hasten His kingdom," and in full, 
and finally, to " gather together in one the 
children of God that are scattered abroad." 

Believe me your affectionate Father and 

Brother in Christ, 

W. E. H. 
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ADVICE TO CHRISTIAN PARENTS. 



When Hannah received the gift of a son she de- 
dicated him to God and lent or gave him to the 
Lord. But in truth Samuel was only returned. 
It was the Lord who had lent him ; and you, 
Christian parents, are like Hannah to return the 
loan to the gracious Lender. But how ? To leave 
God to take, or to leave God to lose, the souls 
committed by Him to your care, is surely not to 
return, but to neglect or destroy. 

God's loans are talents to be improved and then 
presented. Your children are talents more preci- 
ous than gold or silver, precious as undying souls, 
precious as redeemed with the blood of Christ, 
precious as jewels to adorn your crown of glory 
and the courts of heaven. You are the servants 
who are to occupy till Christ come to you or to 
yours, and then you shall receive as you have la- 
boured, and, if you have brought up sons to God, 
all the sons of God in heaven shall be part of the 
blessed family in which you will be numbered. 

You are also Pastors of your little flocks. The 
souls of your children are committed to your 
charge. To you it is given to lift your children's 
hands and hearts in prayer. To you it is intrusted 
to teach them the faith, the fear, the love of God. 
You are their guides and counsellors, and have the 
charge of their conscience, and the guiding of their 
path further and further from the ways of death, 
and nearer to the heavenly Jerusalem. Of you 
/Ago at the last da j, and not of 'jour ministers 
*fone, it will be asked " Where is ttve ftocV \hsfc 
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was given thee, thy beautiful flock ?" and happy 
will you, be if you can answer " Of those that Thou 
gavest me have I lost none." * 

Again, you are parents. From you your chil- 
dren had their being, an immortal being. Is it to 
be. immortal to suffer or immortal to rejoice? 
From you your children receive the power of speak- 
ing, the power of acting, the power of feeling. 
How shall these powers be used ? To God and 
their salvation, or against God and their own 
souls ? If now you weep when they are sick, and 
tremble if they are near unto death ; how can you 
bear the thought that your beloved children may 
be i sick of soul, and dying of soul, yea, and may 
come unto eternal death ? 

These thoughts surely make you anxious for the 
least help in your awful charge, the least help to 
deliver yourselves from the terrible punishment of 
losing the souls of your children, to deliver your 
children from the fearful consequences which 
would follow to them from your neglect or evil 
guidance. 

First, then, consider the force of your example. 
Evil parents have almost always evil children. We 
read that Abijam " walked in all the sins of his 
father, which he had done before him ; " that Na- 
dab did likewise ; that Ahaziah was evil " for his 
mother was his counsellor to do wickedly. "f These 
are only a few out of many cases, and from only 
one part of the Bible ; but if many more were 
mentioned, they could not make this truth more 
clear to you than it is now from experience. If 
your children hear an oath from you, no rebuke of 
swearing from you can have any effect upon them.. 
No bidding them to observe the Lord's day can 

* Jer. xiii. 20. S. Jo\m*Vtti3. 

f 1 Kings xv. 3 a 25. 2 CVvtoxx. tlxu^- 
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improve them if you neglect it. If you are angry so 
will they be : if you are ungodly, so will they be: 
they will be led by what you do amiss more than by 
what you say aright. A very little thing in evil pro- 
duces very great things. What children gather are 
seeds, and your rash and thoughtless words may 
bring forth in them a course of wilful sin. 

And so also, thank God, it is with good exam- 
ple. The daughter of Lois was Eunice, and the 
son of Eunice was Timothy.* If your children 
see you gentle they will become gentle. If they 
see that you have the fear of God before your 
eyes, and the love of God in your heart, you may 
well hope that they will learn the lesson silently 
and surely, day by day, and in the end be what 
you are or even better. 

2. Spare no pains to teach your children what 
they ought to know. It is well for them to be 
able to write and to gain other like knowledge ; 
it is almost necessary for them to be able to read 
their Bibles; but none of this knowledge, no 
knowledge at all is so necessary as this, that they 
should know their God. Teach them that they 
are the children of GoD,f and what a Father they 
have in Him, and what children they should be 
to Him. Teach them to pray to Him in the 
words of their Saviour. Teach them how Christ 
lived an obedient and holy child for them. Lead 
them to feel God's constant presence. Tell them 
that He is always close to them, hearing them 
when you cannot, seeing them when you are away, 
ever guarding them, smiling upon them or turning 
away in anger according to all the words which 
they speak and the deeds which they do. 

Endeavour to give them a calm and quiet reli- 
gion, an even and abiding sense of duty, so as to 

* 2 Tim. j. 5. f Gal. m. 26, 27. 
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be the same wherever they are and with whomso- 
ever they may be. 

The hard heart is not a child's heart. The 
danger to the good seed in a child is lest it be 
choked by evil passions not rooted out, or should 
wither away through levity or forgetfulness. The 
shallow soil is the most common. There is a warm 
quick feeling, but it passes away, and the chastise- 
ments of God and the mercies of God, and the 
lessons of Scripture and the warnings of God's 
minister are received and forgotten. Guard your 
children against this by striving to give them a 
calm and steady character. Check them gently 
when they promise too much, and talk too lightly ; 
and do not let them fall away from a good reso- 
lution ; but keep them up and support them stea- 
dily, and teach them that to be good is to be good 
constantly, and that to say little and do much is 
true religion. 

And be most careful when you teach anything 
of God, or hear your children read from Scripture, 
or listen to their prayers, morning and evening, to 
be very reverent and quiet. Let them see by 
your manner that you feel the presence of God, 
and have an awe and deep reverence for Him and 
His word. 

Your voice and manner in teaching religious 
truth should differ from your common voice and 
manner, as your conduct in church differs from 
that in your houses. Remember that you speak 
of God, and your children will see what you feel, 
and will learn to feel as you do. 

3. You must not shrink from punishing : it is 
your duty as much as teaching is, and loving and 
supporting. Youj Heavenly Father chastises 
you, therefore must you chastise ^oux <&&kx5s^ : 
Only remember this, &w<i ^ ^^ \» nr^ys^^ks 
matter. Your HeavetvYj ¥ rtobr. ^w&S*&»* ^sassi 
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fore you are to punish : He is your pattern. Be it 
so. How then does He chastise ? never un- 
necessarily, never selfishly, never inconsiderately. 
He chastises in love, so must you. He chastises 
unwillingly, so must you. Vou must punish 
quietly and calmly, not in anger, or else your 
children will only have an example of passion : 
not too much, or they will hate you : not without 
thought, or sometimes they will accuse you in 
their hearts of punishing unjustly. Remember 
that you are acting for God, and that if you 
punish amiss then you only pain your dear chil- 
dren to the harm of their souls. 

But in all serious offences see that you let your 
children know that you sorrow most because they 
have offended God, not you. Lead them to confess 
this, and to ask God's pardon in their prayers at 
.night, as well as your pardon at once. This will 
save you many a sorrow, and them many a sin. 
In all things be firm, and do not give way. Lay 
not heavy burdens on your children : do not ask 
too much of them, but what you do ask have per- 
formed. 

4. Keep them carefully from temptation. Love 
all alike, and let them see that you have no par- 
tiality. Keep them from evil companions ; not 
only from wicked children, but from the idle and 
disobedient. Be careful of what you say before 
them. Never talk to others about them in their 
presence, praising their cleverness, or blaming 
them heavily. Let their dress be plain and quiet, 
or you will teach them vanity. Be gentle to 
them, not provoking them ;* but winning their 
confidence, until a word of blame from you is 
enough — until they can open their hearts to you 
and confess their faults to you, and beg your ad- 
rjce and help. 

* Ephes. vi, 4. 
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5. Pray for thenu Ask your heavenly Father 
that you may be truly parents. Ask your Saviour 
that your children may follow His holy obedience, 
and the example of His blessed childhood and 
youth. Lay out before your God your children's 
sins, and your own weakness and ignorance ; and 
be assured that no prayer will more swiftly pierce 
the heavens than the prayer of a parent for grace 
to train his child to God, and for pardon of the 
sins of both. 

6. When you are in any doubt how to treat 
your child — how to check some fault — or to teach 
some duty, do not neglect a single aid in your 
sacred work. Open your grief to your Clergyman, 
and ask his counsel. He will see faults in your 
children and faults in your training which you do 
not. Be not hurt at this. It was to know these 
and to amend them that you consulted him. He 
should be a father to you, and a shepherd over 
you and your little flock, even as he has shepherds' 
over him and Christ over all. Ask, then, his 
advice, and use it. 

7. And faint not: be not out of heart. In 
spite of all your efforts and all your prayers, you 
will be often greatly pained and grievously dis- 
appointed. Consider yourselves. Is your pro- 
gress fast? Have you no backslidings ? Have 
you no need of great long-suffering and patience 
in your Heavenly Father ? What then you want 
and receive, give. Be patient, be gentle, be dili- 
gent, be hopeful. The seed lies long, but it is 
sown. The seed was sown when you took your 
children to the font, — when the Holy Spirit was 
given them. Do your blessed part of watering 
and tending, and trust to God to give the increase. 
If you were rearing a wild plant of the «taok.*& 
Adam, you might YfeW. tefct % , \sq\,^q»l«l^\x»^^ 
those who have been grc&edi voto Ctk»s?*- *- 
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are not your own children for whom you watch so 
much as they are God's. Be hopeful, and give 
God thanks, that it hath pleased Him to regene- 
rate , your child with His holy Spirit, to receive 
him for His own child by adoption, and to incor- 
porate him into His holy Church.* 

It is true that even thus all may fail : and you 
may fail also. Here is cause for fear, and cause 
not for despair but for exertion. But it is also true 
that holy efforts are rewarded, and holy prayers 
heard, and that God's children are beloved for the 
adoption. In the strength then of this confidence, 
look on in hope and joy to the time when you 
shall present your family to God, having lost none, 
through your pastor,f whilst he displays his flock 
to the Chief Shepherd, Who shall present the 
whole Church faultless before the presence of His 
glory with exceeding joy .J 

Can there be any family like this ? can there be 
any joy such as theirs, who present and are pre- 
sented before their Father in Heaven? 

W. E. H. 

* Last Prayer of the Service for the Publick Baptism of 
Infants. 

t 2 Cor. xi. 2. J S. Jude 24. 
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PRIVILEGE OF DAILY SERVICE. 



9 SHalogue. 



It happened one morning as John Brook was setting off 
to market rather earlier than usual, as he had occasion to 
call at a farm house a little out of his road, he met with his 
neighbour Richard Thompson, just coming home from 
Church, and said to him — Well, Richard, what has brought 
you out in such good time this morning ? 

Richard. Oh ! I have been to Church. 

John. To Church ! What have you been there to do ? 

Richard. Why, to say my prayers to be sure. Don't you 
know there are prayers at the Church now twice every day ? 

John. Now you mention it, I do remember Mr. Smith in 
his sermon some time ago saying, that it would be so ; but I 
wondered at the time what he could be doing it for, and I 
can't say I thought anything about it since. 

Richard. Indeed, John ! Why I thought you had been 
a Churchman. 

John. Well, and so I am. I always go to Church at 
least once on a Sunday, and sometimes twice. 

Richard. A person may do that, and not be much of a 
Churchman after all. 

John. Well, that may be. But I can't see why you 
should think that I can be expected to go to Church on a 
weekday. Why, I have got my business to attend to^ and 
you know I must mind that. , 

Richard. And so have \, 3o\hv> «sA »\»^ ^^»^ 
provide for as you have, ati\ \ <ra^ fcsA to&fc v,a ^* m 
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John. Yes, but then perhaps it's just a fancy of yours, 
and people can always make a way to do what they have a 
liking for. 

Richard. Exactly so, that is the very thing. I am very 
thankful to say that I do feel it one of the greatest blessings 
to be allowed to go to God's House almost every day : and 
whether you do so or not, don't you think, John, you ought 
to take what you call a fancy to it too ? 

John. Why, I don't know. I can't say I ever thought 
much aboUt it. 

Richard. But did not you hear what Mr. Smith said in 
his sermon just before the daily service commenced ? 

John. Yes, I remember his saying that people should go, 
but then I thought, of course, he could only mean those 
who had nothing else to do, and not people like you and 
me, who have to work for our living. 

Richard. You could not have paid much attention to the 
sermon if you thought so ; for one thing he said was, that 
the more people were engaged in worldly business the more 
need they had of God's help, and, therefore, the more need 
that they should go to Church to pray for it. 

John. Well, to be sure we need God's help ; but why 
can't we pray for it as well at home ? 

Richard. I say nothing now about whether you can or 
not, but do you ? 

This was rather a home question. John blushed a little, 
but made no reply, for to say the truth, like too many per- 
sons, he was only very negligent in his private devotions. 
Richard noticed his confusion ; but like a good Christian, 
not wishing in the least to boast over his neighbour, he 
quietly proceeded. — Things which may be done at any time 
or in any place stand a very good chance of being left tm- 
done altogether. Let me ask you, John, a question or two. 
Where do you generally go to do your work ? 

John. Why, into my workshop, to be sure. 

Richard. And at what times of the day do you work ? 

John. Why, at regular working hours, like every body 
else, 

J&aiard. But don't you think you cou\d vjotk yist as 
r*>//ih jour house ? 
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John. No, certainly not. For in the first place, I could 
not have all my tools in their right places, and besides, 
whatever was going on in the house would interrupt me, 
and I could not stick to my work as I can in the shop. I am 
sure I could never do any good, if I did not keep to working 
hours as I do now, and if I had not a separate place to go to, 
where I could think of nothing else but my work. 

Richard. You speak, John, like a sensible man. Now, 
let me ask, if you find it so difficult to attend to your work 
without having a fixed time and place for it, why should you 
think it can be different with respect to the saying of your 
prayers ? which, to say the very least, is certainly as impor- 
tant a part of your day's work as anything else can be. — No, 
John, depend upon it unless you have s. fixed time and a fixed 
place to say your prayers in, they will, in many instances, 
be either altogether put off, or at any rate very much inter- 
rupted. 

John. There is certainly some truth in what you say. 

Richard. Well then, this being the case, as every one 
must see if he thinks at all, of course the Church is the place 
to pray in, as Christ Himself said, " My House is the House 
of Prayer." 

John. Yes, of course, there can be no doubt of that ; 
but I should think many people do not go on a weekday. 

Richard. And what difference can that make to those 
who do go ? 

John. Why, one would appear so singular. 

Richard. Well, and what of that ? Don't you know, 
that if a man wishes to be really a Christian, he must be 
singular ; for we are told that we must not follow the mul- 
titude to do evil. 

John. That is very true ; but I am afraid some people 
would laugh at one for going to Church so very much. 

Richard. Do you remember, John, what Christ Him- 
self said ? — •• Whosoever shall be ashamed of Me and My 
words, of him shall the Son of Man be ashamed when He 
cometh in the glory of His Father with the holy angels." 
— Mark viii. 38. 

John. Well, but why bYmkAjBl Vt \>* *o ^mwm*^ *=* 2^ 
go to Church every day ? \A\^ cw*\. w ^* waca&Rft^ 
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going on a Sunday as the Prayer Book tells us, and as we 
nave been always accustomed to do ? 

Richard. Where does the Prayer Book tell us to go only 
on a Sunday ? 

John. Why, I don't know ; but I always thought it 
4jd not mean us to do any more. 

Richard. Then you can't have examined it very much, 
or else you would not think so ; for look what it says here. 
— " The order for Morning Prayer daily throughout the year." 
And so again at the beginning of Evening Prayer it says, 
" The order for Evening Prayer daily throughout the year. 19 

John. Well, that is very strange, but I never saw it 
before. 

Richard. You see, John, you have never studied your 
Prayer pook. I dare say you have used at Church just 
that part of it which was wanted at the time, and have 
never thought much about the rest. 

John. Yes, Richard, that is certainly very true. 
. Richard. Well, then, just let me show you what it says 
here in the Pre/ace which stands at the beginning of the 
book. You see, here, it is speaking " concerning the ser- 
vice of the Church," which is said to be '* so ordered that 
all the whole Bible (or the greatest part thereof), should be 
read over once every year ; intending, thereby, that the 
Clergy, and especially such as were Ministers in the congre- 
gation, should (by often reading and meditation in God's 
Word) be stirred up to godliness themselves, and be more 
able to exhort others by wholesome doctrine, and to con- 
fute them that were adversaries to the truth ; and further, 
that the people (by daily hearing of Holy Scripture read in 
the Church) might continually profit more and more in the 
knowledge of God, and be the more inflamed with the love 
of His true religion." 

And then again, a little farther on in the same preface it 

says, " All Priests and Deacons are to say daily the Morning 

and Evening Prayer either privately or openly, not being let 

(that is, hindered) by sickness or some other urgent cause. 

And the Curate that ministereth in every Parish Church or 

Chapel, being at home, and not being QtiherNtaiewHubiy 

tendered, shall say the same in the Parish CYwtcYi 01 CYffl^ 
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where he ministereth, and shall cause a hell to he tolled 
thereunto a convenient time before he begin, that the people 
may come to hear God's Word, and to pray with him." 

John. Well, I never knew there was anything like this 
in the Prayer Book ; it really seems very clear. But then, 
what can be the reason why there are so few places where 
the prayers are said daily as the Prayer Book orders, and 
where they are said, that so few people attend them ? 

Richard. Why, the reason, I think, is plain enough ;— - 
idleness and want of faith. 

The last generation was one of very great laxity and in- 
difference, and so many pious practices have gradually fallen 
into disuse, but now, I hope, things are beginning to come 
round a little more to what they were in .better and purer 
times. 

John. But when so few people go, I almost wonder that 
Mr. Smith should think it worth his while to read the 
prayers to them every day. 

Richard. And why should you wonder at this, John ? 

John. Why, because you know it can't do much good, 
when there are so few people to hear him. 

Richard. Indeed, John, I don't know anything of the 
kind ; for in the first place, the prayers are not read to the 
people at all. 

John. How so ? I don't understand you. 

Richard. Why, to whom are the prayers addressed P 

John. To Almighty God. 

Richard. To be sure ; then how can you say they are 
read to the people ? No, John, the people do not go to 
Church to hear Mr. Smith read the prayers to thex&, but to 
join with him in praying them to God. 

John. Well, when one comes to think about it, I really 
believe it ought to be as you say, but I don't think many 
people understand it so. 

Richard. No, John, they do not ; and for the very reason 
I mentioned just now, they don't study their Prayer Books. 

John. But 8 till, even taking it this way, Mr. Smith can 
have very few people to pray with him. 

Richard. Well, and -wtattf. i&mxI \k>^«*<&&a^ws 
God will refuse to hear the \«wj«c* 41 ^o& *«« ^Rw^* ^ 
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do go, because they are but a few ? To put the matter nearer 
home to you, do you expect to be punished because your 
neighbour, James Newton, is a great drunkard ? 

John, No, certainly not. 

Riehard. Then how can you think that God will refuse 
to hear the prayers of a few, because so many other people 
are wicked enough not to pray at all ? 

John. Why, certainly, I believe He will hear all who 
pray to Him in sincerity and truth, whether they be many 
or few. 

Richard. And how can you tell what blessings the 
prayers, even of the few who daily attend Church, may not 
procure for us all ? Do you not remember, that if there had 
been in Sodom only ten righteous people, God would have 
spared the whole city for their sakes ? 

John. Yes, and I know God did spare aU who were righ- 
teous, though He destroyed the wicked. 

Richard. And then consider what Christ Himself said, 
" Where two or three are gathered together in My name, 
there am I in the midst of thetn." 

John. Certainly, that is a blessed promise. 

Richard. And do you remember the advice which S. 
Paul gave to Timothy, when he sent him to the Bishop in 
Ephesus ? "I exhort," says he, " first of all that prayers, 
supplications, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made 
for all men." He tells him afterwards to be very diligent in 
preaching, but the "first of all," the thing of most conse- 
quence, more so than preaching, he says, is praying. 

John. Yes, and that is a very remarkable passage, for 
most people now-a-days like preaching much better than 
praying. 

Richard. Very true, John, just because they don't know 
the Scriptures, and because they have not faith enough to 
know the real value of prayer. If people had true faith 
and knew the Scriptures as they ought, we should not see 
the Daily Services of the Church so thinly attended as they 
are. 

«/£*£*, Why, no, probably not. 
J&k&anf. And I will tell you what Mr. Smith wi& t\» 
*ft«r day to an ill- behaved person, who told Yi\u\ itak\a 
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seemed to be giving himself a great deal of trouble for very 
little profit : he said, that if nobody should come to Church 
but himself and his own servants, he should never think of 
giving up the service as long as he had strength to continue 
it ; for that he, and the few people who attended daily, knew 
that they had souls to be saved, whether other people con- 
sidered that they had or not. 

John. I know he is very persevering when he once 
begins a thing. 

Richard, And on another occasion, he said to me, when 
speaking of the daily service, that whatever the world might 
think, thus to be the Lord's remembrancers, putting Him in 
mind of the people's wants, being as it were the angels of the 
Lord interceding for the people, and carrying up the daily 
prayers of the Church in their behalf, is one of the most 
useful, and principal parts of the Priest's office. 

John. It certainly is a most important one. 

Richard. There is only one thing more which I will now 
say to you about it. 

John. And what is that, Richard ? 

Richard. Why, that those who miss the Church's daily 
prayers, do not know the great blessing to be derived from 
attending them regularly. You know Mrs. Matthews, don't 
you ? She lost her husband about six months since. 

John. Oh, yes, I know her well. 

Richard. Well, she told me that she does not know how 
she could have been able to bear her heavy affliction, had it 
not been for the comfort which she received daily at Church. 
She said, that every time she went there, it seemed as if 
Christ was speaking to her and soothing her grief. 

John. I believe she is a very sincere Christian. 

Richard. And the blessing which she has found in pray- 
ing to God daily in the Church, may be found by all who 
will seek it in the same way. 

John. No doubt it may, for the Scripture says, " That 
those who come to God through Christ, shall in no wise 
be cast out." 

Richard. I hope then, John, that you will be le.<L *s* 
think differently on the auib^ect ol &K&3 -^ro^^s 8 *^"^*^ 
you have hitherto done. Y)epfc*v& m^scl Sx, *>x ^*^ ^^ 
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your own good. Give the thing a trial ; but don't think 
it will do to go just once or twice now and then, but go 
whenever you possibly can, or else you won't enter into it* 
and therefore won't like it; and take yovr Prayer Book home 
every night, and study it all through, till you know it all. 
Don't be discouraged if there are but few people there, 
but go on if there should sometimes be nobody but your* 
self : the conduct of others is no concern of yours, except 
so far as this, that if they are not faithful enough to go and 
pray for themselves, there is so much the more need that you 
should go and pray for them as well as for yourself, and how 
can you tell, whether God will not, through your prayers, 
lead them in the end to see and amend their errors. But, 
whether this be so or not, go to Church daily for your own 
sake ; you can never prosper without God's blessing, and 
you have no right to expect His blessing unless you seek it 
in His way. And His way is this, " Ask and ye shall 
receive." Go, then, daily to Church, and " ask," for, as 
David says, " God is well known in her palaces as a sure 
refuge ;" and do not only go yourself, but take as many 
of your family with you as you can, for you may be sure 
of this, that one of the greatest kindnesses, which a father 
can bestow upon his child, is to teach him really to know 
and to value the services of the Church. 

Here, with a mutual expression of good will, the two 
friends parted, and both may be truly said to have gone on 
their way rejoicing. 
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It is a saying which is now-a-days in almost everybody's 
mouth, that the Church in this country has at length 
been roused from her long sleep, and is exerting herself 
in all directions to restore her ancient beauty, and to 
trim afresh her holy lamp, which, for so many years 
past, had been casting a fainter and fainter light. 

There seems to be everywhere a desire to try what 
the Church really is, and what she is capable of ; to as- 
certain whether the charges, which have been brought 
against her, are true or not ; whether it is really the 
case, that her services are in themselves dull, cold, 
formal and undevot tonal, or whether those defects which 
have existed, have not rather arisen from the very ineffi- 
cient manner in which her services have of late been ad- 
ministered. There is a wish and an endeavour which is 
every day becoming stronger and more persevering both 
amongst the Clergy and the Laity, as much as possible, 
to act up to the regulations of the Prayer Book in all 
matters both great and small, under the impression that 
it is from the neglect of those Rules which the Church 
has laid down, that our present state of disorder and 
irreligion has arisen. 

To say that the Clergy desire to act up to the regu- 
lations of the Prayer Book, is of course only to say that 
they do not wish to break their oath ; — they have sworn 
to obey these regulations; and therefore being honest men, 
they are naturally anxious, even at much cost and trouble 
to themselves to do so. 
And as for the Laity, many have already found, that 
there is tn tte Prayer Book a depth of wisdom oj wlixcK 
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they had been before quite unconscious, — a beauty and a 
harmony which, if duly set forth, may make our Church 
once more a praise upon earth. 

It has been well and truly said, that, in the worship 
of God, all attempts short of the utmost that can be done, 
are dishonourable : and surely it must be so, when we 
consider that this is the noblest employment of which 
man is capable. 

A few words then upon one particular part of the ser- 
vice of the Sanctuary will not perhaps be considered 
ill-timed. 

The subject of my remarks is singing. All our talents 
are the gift of God ; and as He formed not man for 
himself, but to show forth His praise, so of course is it 
our duty to employ all our faculties both of body and 
mind, in the service of Him Who gave them. When 
we think of this, how very painful is it to reflect upon 
what we must all of us have so often witnessed, .that in 
many country churches (to say nothing of larger places 
where such faithlessness, should it exist, is still more de- 
plorable,) the music and singing is frequently of such a 
very indifferent kind, as to be almost if not quite ludi- 
crous. It is no uncommon case to see the singing com- 
mitted to some half-dozen untaught and therefore in- 
competent persons, who are left to choose for themselves 
both the music and the words to be sung, while there 
are, in the same Church, several persons of considerable 
musical skill, who, although they are always ready at 
an evening party to charm their friends with the sound 
of their harmonious voices, yet withhold their melody in 
the solemn service of God. — Now, even allowing the 
one to be their duty to man, is not the other certainly 
their duty to God ? It is indeed melancholy to think 
of this. — When faith was found on the earth, it was not 
so. In better days, the faithful churchman gave the 
first and best of all, his time, his money, his talents, to 
the honour and glory of God in His own House of 
Prayer. God grant that (if it be His will) we may see 
the like again ! 

And indeed it is not hopeless ; lot fofe ^cvasa^R >»» > a* i - 
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coming more and more acknowledged, that all we have 
belongs, not to ourselves, but to God ; and that, con- 
sequently, it is our manifest duty to give liberally for 
His service, out of that which He has lent to us. This 
is not only becoming acknowledged but also acted upon ; 
and faithful Christians begin to remember, that it is in- 
deed a high privilege to be allowed to give, with the 
hope of a blessing in return upon ourselves, that which 
God has independently a right to claim. This has 
already led to many satisfactory results ; and amongst 
these it is truly refreshing to see (as has in some places 
been already the case) persons of skill and of station 
coming forward gratuitously, to help by their own voices 
the musical part of our services, and enlist themselves 
amongst the choristers of the Church. It is a fact ac- 
knowledged on all hands, that music has a most power- 
ful effect in exciting devotional feeling, and lifting up 
the soul, as it were, from earth to heaven. But in order 
to this, it must not be the jarring discord of untaught 
performers, shouted forth with all the conceit and irre- 
verence which such persons frequently manifest ; but 
the disciplined and soothing strains of pure harmony, 
uttered with that feeling of reverence and solemn devo- 
tion, which can never be wanting in those who remem- 
ber in whose service they are engaged. Without due 
attention to the musical portion, the intentions of our 
Prayer Book can never be fully realized. For a great 
part of the services was intended to be sung. And even 
in country churches (in which musical skill could not 
generally be expected to be very great) it is directed 
that (with the exception of the sentences which occur 
at the commencement of Morning and Evening Prayer, 
the Lessons, the Epistle and Gospel), the Services shall 
not be read, but said ; by which the Church meant, 
that they were to be recited in that truly inspiring and 
* devotional melody (or at least as near to that as cir- 
cumstances would admit) which is now known amongst 
us as Choral or Cathedral Service. 
Owing to the increasing negligence of the past 
oge, the use of this devotional method ta& dtaaasX 
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disappeared from among us. It was only in our Ca- 
thedrals and some few other institutions, that it had 
been preserved, and even in many of these it was done 
in such ' a manner, as to disgust rather than to edify. 
In few had it been made such a help to devotion 
as it might be. The consequence of all this has been, 
that the generality of people do not know that it is the 
intention of our Church to have the service so conducted ; 
neither do they know, (for they have never had the op- 
portunity of trying), the great aid which it furnishes to 
true devotional feeling. 

Anything which people think to be new, however 
right and good in itself, they regard with a kind of sus- 
picion ; and this is particularly the case in religious 
matters with those especially, whose religion is in 
a great measure a matter of form, and who do not like 
any change, whether good or bad, simply because it 
puts them out of their old way and so causes them 
trouble. 

Some persons, perhaps, have been once or twice to 
some cathedral, where they have heard the service badly 
done, and this in addition to its being quite new to 
them, has displeased them, as well it might, and thus 
they have become impressed with the idea, that this 
method of chanting the service is very undevotional ; 
whereas, in point of fact, they know nothing at all of 
what it really is when rightly done, and the very 
great assistance it is to a truly devotional spirit, when 
well accustomed to it, and so able heartily to join in it. 

Now, I suppose, there is no one who would not be 
somewhat surprised if, instead of singing the " Old 
Hundredth," the clergyman should begin to read " All 
people that on earth do dwell," and the clerk respond 
to him, " Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice ;" and 
so they should continue to the end of the Psalm. Every 
one would say at once, what a tame fiat proceeding it 
was : nothing devotional and inspiring about it : which 
of course would be very true. But why should this be 
thought more strange and mcoxv&\fc\&T&>ta«xi^ 
stead of sing — " O come let w» svatj >«&» ^afc \j««x^ 
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and all thoae other songs of the sweet psalmist of Israel? 
Even if the Church had not intended them to be sung, 
every one who thinks for a moment, must of course see 
the reasonableness of so doing, and every devout wor- 
shipper, who has been accustomed to join in singing 
them, will know the great benefit and delight produced 
by those heavenly melodies. It has long been matter 
of regret to many persons, to experience the coldness 
and dulness with which our services have been con- 
ducted. To say nothing of that method of preaching 
the prayers, which had become the established custom 
with the generality of the Clergy, what' could be more 
calculated to check the high flow of devotion than to 
hear the responses shouted out by the parish clerk 
alone, in a half-singing, half- talking sort of tone, aided 
probably by a broad provincial dialect, while the rest of 
the congregation were sitting as mute as if they had 
not the power of speech ? And this, as every one 
knows, was a very common case. The cause of it is 
plain enough. How could the people join in the re- 
sponses with any degree of pleasure, when they were 
made in such a way ? The noise was bad enough when 
made by one voice, but what would it be by many ? 
Only let our services be brought back to what they 
once were, and what the Church intends them to be, 
and we shall then have much fewer complaints about 
the inattention and irreverence of our congregations. 
These remarks will probably be met with the reply, 
that the thing is now impracticable; which in nine 
cases out of ten is quite untrue. It cannot be done 
all at once, nor without pains and attention. But is it 
too much to expect, that even. in a population of three 
or four hundred, there should be found but one person 
who has knowledge of music enough, and faith enough 
to take the trouble of drilling a few choristers which 
almost every parish would furnish, if they are only 
sought out, and who would be delighted to receive in- 
struction and be so employed. There must of course 
be very many such persons, who, if the thing were sug- 
gested to them, would gladly labour in ao gpo& * ca.ws&\ 
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and the opinion here expressed is not a mere supposi- 
tion, but the result of actual experience. 

Only let the thing be tried. It merely wants a be- 
ginning, in faith, and with a view solely to God's glory, 
and it must succeed in the end. The good will not be 
immediate, but it will be great and certain. 

The various publications of old Church music which 
have lately appeared, make it easy to procure all that is 
wanted : and it is strongly recommended, that at any 
rate, for some time, the " plain- tune," or unison service, 
should be exclusively used. Marbeck's Prayer Book 
contains the musical service as originally published by 
express authority of the Church, and the Psalter ar- 
ranged and set to the Gregorian tones, will supply all 
that is needed for this purpose. In cases where suffi- 
cient progress has been made, and a choir has been 
raised, capable of effecting more than this, a service 
harmonized either wholly or in part, might be intro- 
duced on Sundays and Festivals, with an Anthem on 
the greater days, provided it can be well done, but 
caution should be used in this, as Anthems badly sung, 
are, to say the least, certainly anything but an aid to de- 
votion. Let the regular service be thoroughly learnt, 
and let that be well done, before anything more is at- 
tempted. And when this has been effected, and more 
seems practicable, \et every addition be thoroughly 
mastered, before it is introduced into the sanctuary. 

These remarks are humbly offered, as the result of 
some years' experience, and it is hoped they may be of 
service to some persons, who have not as yet turned 
their minds very much to this subject, or have been 
deterred from attempting anything, for fear of meeting 
with failure. 

There are multitudes who eagerly desire a more de- 
votional service than they have at present the means of 
enjoying ; to them the unadorned service of their parish 
Church is too cold, and its nakedness and unworthiness, 
almost shocking ; they feel that they are deprived of aiaa 
great part of the blessed inheiit&T&fe, ^\i\Oa. ^ft.^o»c^.\ 
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lias bequeathed to them, and with burning hearts they 
repeat the question of the poet — 

* Rise odours sweet from incense uninflamed ?' 

And shall we dull the holy aspirations of those who 
long to soar on high, and bind them, as it were, down 
to earth, by denying them those divine " Psalms and 
Hymns and Spiritual Songs" of the Holy Catholic 
Church, through which they desire to " sing and make 
melody in their hearts to the Lord ?" 

Nay, rather let all do what they can, for the least 
offerings are accepted, provided they are the best we 
have, and even very great ones, will not be so, if we 
might have done more. 

Let us hope that more pains will be everywhere be- 
stowed to render our beautiful services more completely, 
what they are so well calculated to become, — the pure 
and holy method of communication between earth and 
heaven. 

Let all be done " decently and in order." 

Let neither time, nor thought, nor money, nor labour 
be spared, so as to make the offering as worthy as hu- 
man skill can make it (though our very best is but un- 
worthy) of that Great and Holy Being for Whose 
honour it is designed. Let the never-ending " Holy, 
Holy, Holy," of Cherubim and Seraphim before the 
throne of the Eternal, inspire us with increasing fervour 
to do God's will, and sing His praise " on earth as it is 
in heaven." 

And while we join with white-robed choristers on 
earth, and the spirits of just men made perfect above, 
in one harmonious song, the chief delight and blessed 
Communion of Saints both in trial and in glory, may 
the Good Spirit of the ever-present Saviour, Who 
dwelleth in the Church for ever, bless, sanctify, guide, 
and purge from stain of sin, the devotions of His 
people, that, through the merits of the one only Me- 
diator and Intercessor, they may be meet to be offered, 
and may mid acceptance, at the Father's throne. 

J. MASTERS, PRINTER, ALDBRSGATR &1B.WCT, l»OVIkOtt% 
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My Good Friends, 

I addressed to you some time ago a few plain 
words about the duties of that very responsible of- 
fice which you hold as singers in the House of God. 
&nd what I then said has been so gladly received 
and so cheerfully acted upon by many of you, that I 
am induced to say a few words more. I spoke to 
you before chiefly about your outward behaviour in 
God's House, and especially during the celebration 
of divine service. And that certainly is a most 
important matter, but it is not all that you have 
to be careful about. In fact there is something 
else which is more important even than this: 
outward reverence, unless it be the fruit of inward 
reverence is nothing worth in the sight of Al- 
mighty God. You know what is meant by Ly- 
ing ; it is to speak outwardly with the tongue that 
which is contrary to what our heart inwardly ap- 
proves. Hence it follows, that to sing words of 
praise and devotion to God without a real desire 
to mean what we say, is to be guilty of the sin of 
Lying : and " lying lips are an abomination to 
the Lobd." 

Remember then that the principal thing you 
should strive after is general holiness of life : 
without this, no man, however good a singer he 
may be, is at all fit to be a Chorister. Yovs^^^^fc 
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this at once when you consider what is the end 
and object of all public worship. It is to promote 
God's glory and to make men holy. But that 
which is not itself holy, at least in some measure, 
cannot do either of these. If you wish then to 
have the great honour of doing God's work in 
His own House, you must try to be such as God 
will accept, and trust to do it. You must try to be 
holy ; as being the ministers of a holy God, and 
as being entrusted by Him with the solemn office 
of helping His people to offer holy worship. 

I have called you God's ministers, and so in- 
deed you are. For as among " Angels and Arch- 
angels and. all the company of heaven" there are 
different degrees of ministry, so is it also in the 
Church upon earth. And every one who assists 
in any way in leading the services of the Con- 
gregation, is in his measure, a minister of God. 
You are not called to preach or to administer the 
Sacraments or other higher rites of our religion, 
because you have not received the Grace of Epis- 
copal Ordination to enable you to do so ; but you 
are set apart, as vessels for the Master's use, as 
members of the one great choir who sing God's 
praise throughout the world. You stand next in 
honour to the Reverend the Clergy, and have a 
share with them in the same great work upon earth 
and the same bright prospect of reward in heaven. 

Strive then as ministers of a Holy God to keep 
free from all sin. Not only from open and noto- 
rious sin, but from sin of all kinds, open or secret. 
" Abstain from all appearance of evil" in thought 
word or deed ; for every sin you commit is an 
offence to God, an injury to the Church, and a 
hurt to your own soul. 

Be very attentive, not only to the public wor- 
ship of God , but also to your own daily "private 
/tracers. Without regular private \>wjet «&&*^i- 
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examination, all public worship must be more or 
less hypocrisy, for it is only in private that our 
own particular wants can be made known unto 
God, and our hearts be fully laid open before 
Him. If you are at a loss how best to conduct 
your private prayers, apply to your Clergyman 
and he will gladly put you in the way. 

And now I come to speak of one of your greatest 
duties and your greatest blessings : I mean the 
Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Christ. 
This in many choirs has been of late years very 
awfully neglected, for it must be confessed that 
many persons have been allowed to be Choristers 
who were by no means religious men, and therefore 
by no means fit for the office. And hence the 
Communion Service, which of all others ought to 
be the most noble and glorious, has become in 
many Churches the most mean and irreverent, from 
the absence of those who have skill to guide the 
musical part of it. 

Let me urge you then to think seriously of the 
duty and privilege of receiving regularly your 
Saviour's Body and Blood. 

First, because you cannot expect to go to hea- 
ven without it : for Christ has said, " Except ye 
eat the Flesh of the Son of Man and drink His 
Blood ye have no life in you/' (St. John vi. 53.) 

Secondly, because if you turn away from it, you 
neglect your duty as Choristers, and leave the 
service of God to be done in a mean and irreverent 
manner. And God has said, " Them that honour 
Me, I will honour, and they that despise Me shall 
be lightly esteemed." (1 Sam. ii. 30.) 

I dc*not enter here upon the preparation which 
is necessary to make you worthy Communicants, 
because in that matter your own CLer^vuuci v^ 
your proper guide and judgfc, wvSl\ *&*\&fc ^ys*. ^ 
speak to him unreservedly a\>o\& *\V, 
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But one matter more I now have to mention. 
Do not let your fondness for music lead you into 
improper places or improper company. I have 
sometimes known instances where Choristers have 
not only been guilty of this, but have also been in- 
duced to join in light and improper songs. 

St. James teaches us the sinfulness of this when 
he says (St. Jas. iii. 10, 11) "Out of the same 
mouth proceedeth cursing and blessing. My bre- 
thren, these things ought not so to be. Doth a 
fountain send forth at the same place sweet water 
and bitter ?" Remember then that you have been 
set apart for a holy purpose ; — you are " vessels 
unto honour, sanctified for the Master's use." 
(2 Tim. ii. 21, 22.) « Flee therefore youthful lusts, 
and follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, 
with them that call on the Lord out of a pure 
heart." "And the very God of peace sanctify 
you wholly, and I pray God your whole body, soul, 
and spirit may be preserved blameless unto the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." (1 /Thess. 
v. 23.) 
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My good Friends, 

You will wonder, I dare say, who I can be, who have 
taken upon myself to speak to you about the very delightful 
work which you have taken in hand, viz., the conducting 
the Musical part of the Service in God's House. Now, I 
am not going to tell you any more about myself than this, 
that I am one who wish you well, and who, as I delight to 
join with you in chanting God's praises in His Holy 
Temple, would gladly do all in my power to help you to 
do the service worthily. It matters much more what is 
said, than who it is that says it, and therefore I beg of you 
just to forget all about me, and to listen attentively to what 
I have to say to you. 

Now, I am not going to give you a lesson in music ; for 
I dare say, many of you know more about it than I do my- 
self ; and I take it for granted, that if you had not known 
a good deal about it, you would never have been chosen 
for your present employment. 

What I wish to remind you of is this, — that the work, 
which you are engaged in, is a very important one, not 
merely in the way of singing correctly, but also in other 
ways. 

It is a part, you know, of the solemn worship of Almighty 
God, and therefore ought to be done with the greatest 
reverence, attention, and devotion. 

The first piece of advice, then, which I shall give you, is 
this : — Strive always to remember that you are in the especial 
Presence of God, and are employed in worshipping Him : and 
this both for your own sakes, and for the sake of the 
Correlation. 
First. — for your own sakes, — because it\& w«rj &rc&&x&. 
Mockery If while you are pretending to w>tdba$ Oroi^^ 
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are all the while thinking about nothing else but the music, 
or perhaps even worse than that, while you sing the words 
of a Psalm, are thinking wholly of some worldly matter. 
And secondly, for the sake of the congregation, — because if 
their devotion is interrupted by your negligence and want 
of reverence, you must expect that the punishment will 
come upon your heads. 

Get into the habit of always thinking of what you are 
saying. Thus, for instance, when you sing " Glory be to 
the Father," &c, remember that it is not your whole 
business to mind you do not sing it out of tune ; but that 
you are actually joining with the Heavenly Choir above in 
ascribing Glory to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Three 
Persons and One God, Who is then and there really 
present among you, and Who will accept or reject your 
offering according as it is made with reverence or otherwise. 
Above all things avoid all talking among yourselves during 
the service, for this is exceedingly indecorous, and very 
cruel to the rest of the congregation, who are thus pre- 
vented worshipping God so attentively as they wish to do* 
In order to prevent this, have every thing arranged before 
the service begins. If it is left to you to choose the music, 
which is the case in some churches, never put off the select- 
ing it till just before it is wanted, for if you do this, it is 
sure to cause a good deal of whispering, which is very 
Wrong. I have sometimes been exceedingly shocked to see 
the singers with their heads all together, passing books 
backwards and forwards from one to another, and to hear 
them whispering and shuffling about even during the most 
solemn part of the service : making it plainly appear, that 
their object was not at all to worship God, but simply to 
please themselves and to show themselves off before their 
neighbours ; and thus quite disgusting the congregation 
whom they wish to please. Such conduct is of course ex- 
ceedingly dreadful, and only requires just putting plainly 
into words to make all persons see how very bad it is. 

In order therefore to prevent anything of this kind I 
repeat what I said before. If it is left to you to choose 
the music do not put off doing so till just before it is 
wanted, but get every thing Te&fcj «otx\fc >lyo&& \*&Rs*fe ^fc^ 
Service begins, and then you Vu\\>& *Mte\» %^ ^Ktfsosg^ *- 
without one word of interruption. 
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Every thing we do in Church, either during service or at 
other times, should be done with reverence ; because while 
there, we are always in the especial Presence of God. Be 
very careful then to guard against the notion, which some 
thoughtless people entertain, that as soon as ever the service 
is over, there is no harm in talking to your neighbours. 
Now, there is a great deal of harm in it, and you may be 
quite sure that people who do so, have not cared much about 
the service. If people have been really worshipping God as 
they ought to do, they will not the next moment have any 
thing to say about common matters, for their thoughts will, 
of course, be occupied by what they have just been doing. 

God requires our bodies to be reverent as well as our 
hearts, and indeed the one never can be so without the other. 
So strive to remember this in all things both great and 
small. For instance, never go into Church at any time with 
your hat on, for it is exceedingly indecent. You would not 
do so, if you went into the house of any of your wealthier 
neighbours, much less then can you think of doing so when 
you go into God's House. And when I say this, I do not 
mean merely that you should take off your hat when you 
go into Church at service time, but at all times, even if you 
have occasion to go in by yourself just for one minute : for 
God is present there at one time as well as at another, 
and He sees and notices everything you do. 

And now, my friends, I have nearly finished. In con- 
clusion I have only to say this much, — always consult your 
Clergyman in everything you do, because it is his business 
to arrange every part of the service. Learn in singing, to 
speak all your words quite distinctly, and with a proper, 
not a vulgar accent. Never neglect your practising 
times ; strive to take a pleasure in doing well what you are 
about. Attend to everything I have told you, and then, if 
you do, I am sure you will after a while thank me for 
writing to you, and so will all the congregation. And may 
God bless you in your holy undertaking. 
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" O come, let us worship, and fall down : and 
kneel before the Lord our Maker." Such 
words does our daily Service put into our 
mouths, but not such practice do our weekly 
gatherings-together present to our eyes. 
Such devotion does the Church teach our 
souls, but to no such unworld-like homage 
do we bend our bodies. So, day after day, 
would our Mother have us meet the bright 
beams of morning with the outpourings of a 
thankful, humble heart, and visible reverence 
to our God and King, but such is not the 
sight our Sundays see,— of week days, alas ! 
we may scarcely speak. 

" O come, let us worship and fall down ;" 

— how many utter the words with their lips, 

and straightway fling themselves into their 

seats, and listen at their ease, while one 

prays ! Are they slothful, and do \Jae^ \Jaak 
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it a weariness to kneel ? God's House is no 
place for sloth. Or are they too proud to 
take such lowly posture ? — proud, forsooth ! 
as though it were not all too high an honour 
for the body, beset with sins, to come even 
into God's presence ; and yet, when it is 
there, it will not render to Him the homage 
due to His Name. Or are they ashamed to 
own before men, that they have need of par- 
don? — ashamed to confess their vileness be- 
fore their fellows, but not ashamed to bear 
themselves proudly before Him, Who alone 
can give them pardon, and to Whom all 
hearts are open. Strange unreasonableness 
of men, ever falling into extremes ! They 
will bend to man, but they will not bow to 
God ; they would avoid formality, and they 
rush into irreverence ; they would pay wor- 
ship with the spirit, and they refuse to wor- 
ship with the body, and neglecting this, they 
forget that also. They would have more 
devotion, by using less reverence, and what 
wonder if they fail of both? To avoid 
superstition, they put off the outward marks 
of religion, forgetting that there may be a 
superstition in not doing, as well a& takss^s&L 
action. They are a\\ cox&x^\^ss^% '?kss 
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think their homage will be greater, if they 
take less pains in rendering it — that they 
shall with more ease cross the gulf which 
divides worldly things from spiritual, if they 
cut down the bridge by which the passage 
should be made. What said the good Bishop 
Andrewes ? " That we set ourselves to drive 
away superstition, it is well ; but it will be 
well, too, that we so drive it away, that we 
drive not all reverent regard and decency 
away with it also. And are we not well to- 
ward it ; are we not going on too fast to that 
point ? We have driven it from our heads, 
and from our knees ; for kneel we may not ; 
— at all events, I am sure we are not wont 
to do so. Surely we should take heed, lest, 
by taking care that we prove not super- 
stitious, we slip into the other extreme before 
we are aware ; and of these two extremes, 
Religion suffereth the worse of the latter, as 
being the more opposite to it For believe 
this ; as it may be superstitiously used, so it 
may be irreligiously neglected also."* 

Some, it may be — the very aged, or the 
infirm — leave this duty from inability : but 
to such we do not speak now. God is a 

* Churchm*n 9 & Companion, \o\. I., ^. $3&. 
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Spirit, and will be worshipped in spirit : He 
reads the heart, and will not count their de- 
votion the less because the outward sign is 
wanting. The willingness of the spirit in 
such case, doubtless, will not be the less ac- 
cepted because of the infirmity of the flesh ; 
but to such as are able to worship with the 
body, the plea of spiritual worship avails 
little. He who would have us glorify Him 
with our spirits, bade us glorify Him with 
our bodies also. 

Let us look at our behaviour in every-day 
life ; how we conduct ourselves to our supe- 
riors, how we expect our inferiors to carry 
themselves towards us, — nay, let us, Chris- 
tians though we be, take a lesson from the 
very heathen, and learn that reverence is due 
to God j not merely a reverence of the spirit, 
but a humbling also of the body. Because 
we have a higher worship than the heathen, 
shall we suffer him to pass us in the rever- 
ence with which it is rendered ? Because 
our spirits are permitted to bow before the 
true God, shall we ourselves cut off our bodies 
from that high privilege which even he has 
in the presence of his idols ? Bodily worship 
without that of the fc\>m\. \s» uc!Qkm^\ ^^ 
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worse than nothing, for while the act of the 
body owns a debt, the soul refuses to pay it ; 
but that spiritual worship is to be suspected 
which does not lead him who renders it to 
some reverence of body. Surely the incense 
of the soul's worship, if it go out to heaven, 
will leave some trace upon the body as it 
passes. There may be a worship of the 
spirit, but not the worship that is com- 
manded ; it may begin in the soul, but never 
go beyond, settling there as the base of that 
most deceitful, most ruinous of all sins, 
spiritual pride- 
Such as are thoughtless and indifferent 
in this point will not, we fear, be over careful 
in others. If they be careless of bodily 
worship, they will not often be heedful of 
spiritual. Before we can move their bodies, 
we must affect their souls : when they care 
for these, the evidence of it will appear in 
those. But we rather speak now to that 
class, who, while they profess to think much 
of spiritual worship, look upon that of the 
body, shown in outward forms, as a small 
thing, and little to be cared for, or even, per- 
haps, to be avoided, lest they should fall into 
formality or superstition. 
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But let such look at the constitution of 
man — how closely soul and body are united 
— let them remember that they are joined 
together in their actions here, and shall not 
be separated hereafter; why, then, should 
we put them asunder in that very act which 
is our highest privilege now, and shall be our 
greatest joy when this world has passed 
away, and we have entered into rest ? Let 
them think a little while, and they will surely 
see that while spiritual worship is necessary, 
the worship of the body is no less called for, 
where there is the power of rendering it. So 
many, indeed, are the reasons why it should 
be paid, that it seems hard to choose among 
them all ; whether we look at the glory of 
the body, or its shame ; its weakness, or its 
strength, — its strength to hurry the soul to 
sin, its weakness to resist temptation; — its 
shame in this world, or its glory that shall 
be hereafter. 

Surely they who refuse the worship of the 
body forget altogether what the body is. 
They remember not its first estate, they 
think not what it now is, they are unmindful 
of what it shall be hereafter. They set it 
down for a vile, wotthiYefcfc \f\e&fc <& 0«^ sr-^ 5 *. 
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husk of the soul ; but they altogether put 
out of sight that blessed doctrine of the 
Resurrection, the hope of all Christian men, 
the joy of every Catholic heart. Can they 
believe in the resurrection of the body, and 
not suffer the body to glorify Him Who re- 
vealed to us this holy truth ? In the flesh 
man sinned at the first ; by the sin of his 
body he brought ruin upon his soul ; and a 
hard fight it is for the soul to stand against 
those temptations which the flesh is ever 
throwing in its way. Must the spirit have 
all its struggle to itself, and shall the body, 
which brought its ruin, do nothing to its 
restoring ? Shall it drag the soul to sin, and 
do nothing to help it to holiness ? Shall the 
soul suffer all the fierceness of the combat 
here, and the body have nothing but the re- 
ward ? Shall that which only resisted the 
spirit's strivings on earth, share the spirit's 
rest in heaven? When we are breaking 
loose from the chains of sin, shall we still 
remain such slaves of the body that it shall 
rest and take its ease, while the soul is bowed 
down with cryings, and sadness ? Does not 
the outward form and sign of devotion make 
the body less susceptible of ev\\ taste, aaid 
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remind the soul of that homage which it 
ought to give ? Can any man pay reverence 
with the body, without his spirit either join- 
ing, or else becoming an accuser to him? 
Hereafter, we must rise either to glory or to 
shame ; and the body then shall put on in- 
corruption for corruption, life for death. 
And what think we ? shall it then for the 
first time begin to render worship, when it 
ought to be growing perfect in all holiness ? 
When raised from the earth, it will certainly 
join the soul in paying honour to God, why 
then should it not begin to do it now ? That 
is not, surely, to be deemed wrong here, which 
will be its glory hereafter. If worship be a 
privilege, and the very joy of heaven, why 
will men be so hard to their own flesh as to 
deny it some foretaste of that bliss to which 
it shall be called ? 

The very doctrine of the Resurrection 
alone should teach us to render worship with 
the body. The Jew shames us here; the 
very heathen puts us to the blush. The 
Jew, who knew the worship of the body, 
joined that of the spirit with it; shall we, who 
have a fuller light, and a spiritual worship, 
render less than lie dMrt \Svce\?j ^ras^ ^»- 
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vealed to him that in his flesh he should see 
God, but with certain light has it been shown 
to us that our vile bodies shall be made like 
unto Christ's glorious body, and reign with 
Him for ever in heaven, joining the soul's 
praise, and sharing the soul's bliss ; and 
shall we, men on earth, dare to put asunder 
what God hath joined in heaven ? Why do 
we look at the body only as the soul's an- 
tagonist ? why do we not rather force it to 
be the soul's ally ? The flesh, indeed, from 
its corruption, is averse to worship, but the 
soul has power over it. Force it to worship 
in spite of its own backwardness, and it shall 
become a helper to the spirit. There are 
spiritual temptations to be contended with ; 
why, then, give more room for bodily ? let 
us give the body work to do, that we may 
be the less hampered by its strivings. It 
must be doing, — then let its doings be di- 
rected in the right way. 

We know how closely soul and body are 
united ; that when the spirit is in heaviness, 
the body shares its pain ; that when the flesh 
is afflicted, the soul is sad ; that in the well- 
being of the one, there is joy of the other ; 
that while one is at peace, the other has rest 
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also. Why, then, should that which holds 
good in other things, not be true in devotion 
also ? why should they be separated in this, 
who are so closely joined in all else ? If the 
devotion of the soul purifies and corrects the 
body, may not the worship of the body also 
give a tone to the soul ? We are not yet so 
spiritual, believe me, that we can do without 
some help ; though our faith rests in that 
which is unseen, we are still in want of visi- 
ble aids. We have visible evil among us, we 
want visible good to resist it. It is strange 
that the very men who cry out most loudly 
against forms, and who maintain spiritual 
worship to the exclusion of all else; and, 
therefore too often to the destruction of itself, 
are the men who, of all others, are the slow- 
est to receive those mysteries of which they 
have not plain proof, and which cannot be 
made clear to the eye of sense, because they 
are only to be spiritually discerned. 

Let us give the worship of the spirit, but 
not pass by that of the body ; that should we 
do, but not leave this undone. If we think 
of the greater glory of the spirit, let us re- 
member the honour of the body also. Let 
us think Who dwelt \u W\a ta&^ ^\sa ^6^- 



12 THE WORSHIP OF THE BODY. 

fered in the flesh. The Cross left its impress 
on our souls, but Christ's body bore it. 
Let us remember of Whom our body is the 
temple ; and strive to make it more fitting 
for that to which it has been chosen. That 
were a strange temple indeed that bore no 
sign of worship upon it ! Man is not yet in 
such a state that he can do without external 
aids. Take away forms of worship, and wor- 
ship will soon go too. If we want proof, 
witness the religious state of America : there 
are still a faithful few even there, but they 
have not put aside the worship of the body. 
But of the rest what shall we say? in all 
earnestness, no doubt, they sought after 
a spiritual worship, — but what happened? 
They sought it in their own way, and not in 
that which was appointed, — they rejected 
forms, and the outward signs of bodily reve- 
rence, and they were not long before they 
lost the inward devotion of their souls. They 
counted it idolatry, or, at the least, super- 
stition to bow to His Name, Who saved 
them, and consistent with themselves, they 
have ended, in too many cases, with refusing 
worship to His Person; they refused the 
worship of the body, and they came lo tavf 
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the Redemption of it. And of those who 
remain, who have not denied the doctrine of 
the Incarnation, the blessed hope of the 
world, what do we see ? a fair profession, it 
may be, but a foul practice, — a tongue which 
talks fluently of their liberty of spirit, but a 
heart which feels not for the slavery of the 
body. 

The soul must be reminded of the subject 
of its faith, through the intellect, by forms 
of sound words : and of its duties of homage 
and dependence, through the body, by forms 
erf worship. " No one would say that we 
can serve our Creator acceptably without 
our souls. Can we do so without our bo* 
dies, then ? We can no more worship with- 
out our bodies, than we can hear, or un- 
derstand, or move, or act, or live in this 
world, without our bodies."* Body and soul 
are too closely joined for this. Through the 
body sin enters into the soul ; through the 
body, too, the soul receives the " washing of 
regeneration." But more; shall not the 
hands be joined in prayer to Him Who made 
them? shall not the knees be bent before 

* Tracts for the Christian Seasons : Second Sunday 
after Christmas, p. 219« 
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Him Who in this world knelt for us ? shall 
not our heads be bowed to His Name, Who 
bowed His head upon the Cross for our re- 
demption ? shall not our eyes be lifted up to 
heaven in praise of Him, Who hath given us 
so blessed a hope above ; or cast down upon 
the earth to remind us of what we are made ? 
Are not our bodies a part of ourselves, and 
must we not glorify God in all our members, 
and strive, as far as in us lies, to present a 
sacrifice of spirit, soul, and body ? 

Need the duty be more insisted on ? we 
are not wanting either in precept or example. 
To tell of all the good men who have wor- 
shipped much with the body, and not less 
with the spirit, were long indeed. Let us 
think of the holy Apostles, and the Prophets, 
and the Martyrs, — Jewish patriarchs, and 
Christian saints, — reverend Bishops, and 
willing people; earnest men, and devout 
women ; nay, what need of those ? Let us 
think of Him, Whom they all served ; Him 
Whom they strove to imitate, and did love ; 
Him Who knelt for us, Who prayed for us, 
in darkness, and in weariness, and in pain, 
in the temple amid its forms, and on the 
mountain top, and in the wMeTnasa, *\o\xe* 
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Let us think how He worshipped and suffered 
in the body, and then our hearts must be 
cold indeed, if we bow not low, ay, pros- 
trate ourselves even to the earth, before His 
Presence, and in reverence of His Name. 

To enter into particulars of worship 
would carry this address beyond its pur- 
pose. The Church has fixed those forms ; 
the reverent spirit will know how to obey ; 
nay, it will itself suggest the reason of 
them, and those things which to the eye 
of the world are forms without meaning, as 
it pretends, will be full of significance, and 
fill the soul with the very beauty of holiness. 
The spirit that truly worships will be ever 
full of its work — its work, nay rather, its 
highest pleasure ; and will suggest to the 
body many times and places of reverence, 
which, in this age of ungodliness, and self- 
will, are put aside or ridiculed. It will teach 
the body that the Church is a holy place, 
and that such as could enter the dwelling of 
a prince with respect, need not think scorn 
of paying reverence at the threshold of the 
House of God. Such a spirit will at all 
times fill men with a godly fear ; such wor- 
ship of the body wiYL Yk\\* \k> \x^xs^sss^^^&- 
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vout spirit. Such a spirit will teach men 
that it is no mere formality to bow to His 
Name, in Whom is their only hope, though 
to the men of this world it may seem so, 
whose hearts know not the depth of love, and 
who forget that they who trust in that holy 
Name are strangers here, and what wonder, 
then, if their customs and habits differ from 
those which this world approves ? And with 
regard to thia^fspecial duty, let us once more 
hear Bishop Ajidrewes, and in his words 
conclude, "Let no man persuade you but 
that God required . reverent carriage and 
behaviour, even of the body itself; and 
namely, this service of the knee, and that 
done to His Son's Name. Ye shall not dis- 
please Him by it, fear not ; fear this rather 
for the knee, if it will not bow, that it shall 
be stricken with somewhat, that it shall not 
be able to bow; and for the Name, that 
they who will do no honour to it, when their 
time of need comes, shall receive no comfort 

by it"* 

All tfie eartf) )otf) tootainp W^tt. 

* Churchman's Companion, Vol. I. p. 339. 
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The following story of the Patriarch John of Alexandria, 
may serve as a comment upon those words of our Blessed 
Lord, '* Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of un- 
righteousness ; that when ye fail, they may receive you 
into everlasting habitations." 

One day, as the Saint went to visit the poor in Csesarea, 
where he had caused large temporary lodging places to be 
made with boards, mats, and other coverings for the shelter 
of the houseless poor through the winter ; several Bishops 
accompanied him, and among them was one Troilus, a co- 
vetous and avaricious man, who spent upon his own 
luxury and pleasure, that which, as a Christian, and still 
more as a Bishop, bound to be himself an example unto the 
flock, he should rather have given to the poor. The Pa- 
triarch John, who had learned that Troilus had at this time 
given to his servant thirty pounds of gold to buy for him 
some very costly piece of furniture, said to him, while 
pointing to the poor by whom they were surrounded, — 
" Brother Troilus, love and help the brethren of Jesus 
Christ." 

The gentleness of the holy Patriarch's reproof, enforced 
as it was by the ensample of his own abundant charity, 
touched the heart of Troilus, and at once astonished and 
ashamed, he bade his servant distribute to the poor the 
thirty pounds spoken of, which was done upon the ' spot. 
On returning to his house, however, Troilus began to re- 
pent himself of such unwonted charity, and yielding to the 
love of money, and to the suggestions of the tempter, he 
grew more and more dissatisfied and miserable, until he 
fell ill of a strange kind of fever, which compelled him to 
betake himself to his bed ; and when a messenger arrived 
at his house with an invitation from the Patriarch to dine 

No. 12. Price \<L. or ^s • ^><L ^«x \*i*&t*a- 
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with him, he -was compelled to excuse himself as suffering 
from a violent attack of ague and fever. The Patriarch, on 
hearing this, understood how the matter was,, and in the 
meekness of the wisdom given him, he rose from table, and 
providing himself with the sum of money given away by 
Troilus, went to visit the sick man, and after gaily allud- 
ing to his donation to the poor, restored to him the thirty 
pieces of gold, only requiring from him a written acknow- 
ledgment of the same, and a renunciation on the part of 
Troilus of the recompense he might have hoped for, had 
he given it freely to the poor. Not a word of upbraiding 
was spoken by the Patriarch, but with a gay and lively 
countenance, he rallied the sick man, on having taken in 
earnest his exhortation to charity, and treating the matter 
as a loan, and making himself a debtor in the place of the 
poor, he said, " Because I had a mind to give every one of 
them a piece of money on this occasion, (it being a fes- 
tival, and very probably the festival of the Nativity of our 
Lord,) therefore, my brother, my almoner not having 
enough money in his hands at the time, I borrowed it of 
you, and now here are your thirty pounds back again." 

Thus did that wise physician and charitable pastor, as 
we are told, deal with the fool according to his folly, and 
Troilus made no difficulty in receiving back again from the 
Patriarch the repented gift, and at the Patriarch's dictation 
he wrote an acknowledgment in these terms, " My God, 
recompense, I pray Thee, John my Lord and most holy 
Patriarch of the great city of Alexandria, for thirty pounds 
of gold, which he hath given to Thee, returning them unto 
me. 

The cause of vexation being now removed, Troilus found 
himself delivered from the fever, and as the Patriarch urged 
him, he rose up and returned with him to dinner. 

No more was said about the money, only the Patriarch 
lifted up his heart in prayer for the unhappy man, and 
waited patiently until God should make him sensible of his 
fault; and no doubt Troilus, on his part, thought the 
affair well ended, and wondered at the childish behaviour of 
the Patriarch, in so easily taking the debt back again upon 
fa'aiself; but that night Troilus had a dream, and Vt ^n*& *& 
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follows : — He beheld in his sleep a palace so large and 
beautiful, that it seemed to surpass the art of men to build 
any place that might compare with it. The portal was of 
massy gold, curiously wrought, and over it these words 
were engraved — " This is the eternal and blessed abode of 
the Bishop Troilus. " On reading it, Troilus was filled 
with joy, for he thought within himself, that the Emperor 
who kept his court in that magnificent palace, and ad- 
mitted him to reside there, would abundantly provide for 
his comfort and delight ; but while these thoughts passed 
through his mind, there came a Royal Messenger, with 
other heavenly officers, and said to those who were stand-* 
ing by, " Take away this inscription, and put another in 
its place, according to the command given me by the Mo- 
narch of the Universe." Then the first inscription being 
taken away, these words were put in its place — " This is 
the eternal and blessed abode of John, Archbishop of 
Alexandria, who bought it for thirty pounds of gold." On 
reading these words, Troilus awoke in much sorrow, and as 
soon as might be, seeking out the Patriarch, he told him of 
the dream, and confessing his grievous fault, became as 
noted for his charity and almsgiving, as he had been for his 
covetousness. 

A beautiful instance of the Patriarch's charity and hu* 
mility is given us in his reply to one of his domestics whom 
he had most liberally assisted, giving him the money with his 
own hands that it might not be known of others, and when 
the man expressed himself as confounded with so much 
goodness, the Patriarch gently reproved him in these 
words, — " Brother, I have not yet shed my blood for you, 
as Jesus Christ, my Master, and our God, hath com- 
manded us." 

While on this subject, I must mention a story of a 
little child who has fallen on sleep. His parents' house 
Was very close by the Church, and one day, when he had 
heard a sermon, exhorting to charity upon some particular 
occasion, which I have forgotten, he slipped out of the 
Church, and taking from his money box the whole amount 
of his treasure, a sovereign latebj ^bj«^ \otsl„ ^saxx*^ 
hastily to his place in OroxcYi, ^^^X^^^-^^ 
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of his aunt, pat them as his donation into the plate. 
Some time after, being urged by his sisters to buy some- 
thing, he said, " I cannot." " Why not ?" was asked. He 
blushed as he found himself forced to give his reason. 
"Because I have no money." "No money!" they all 
exclaimed ; " Why, what have you done with your so- 
vereign ?'* "I have spent it," was the only answer they 
could get ; but his mother being uneasy about the matter, 
induced him to tell her privately. " And why then, my 
dear boy, did you ask for the two half-pennies to put in 
the plate ?" " Because, mamma, I thought I could hide 
my sovereign between them, and nobody would know what 
I gave." 

Goo knew it, and the dear child who gladly gave his all, 
will, doubtless, rejoice in that day when hidden things are 
brought to light ; and even as he did not his alms before 
men to be seen of them, his Father in heaven, Who seeth 
in secret, shall reward him openly. 

Shall I tell one more story of almsgiving which cheered 
the saddened heart of one who saw it from the window ? 
A man, a common labourer it might be, was passing by with 
his dinner tied up in a handkerchief. There was a famished- 
looking beggar in the way, and the poor labourer paused, and 
giving him his dinner, ran off at full speed, not staying for 
thanks. They, who know what it is to be dinnerless, after 
a day of hard manual labour, can best estimate the self- 
denying charity of such a deed, and among the many sor- 
rowful sights which meet us in the streets of a crowded 
manufacturing town, such instances, and they are not so- 
litary ones, are gladdening as a ray of sunshine on a dark 
November day ; and do not such deeds press home upon 
us the folly of measuring our capacity for almsgiving by 
the gold and silver we possess ? Verily, the two mites of 
the widow, the Amen of a desolate heart, the guileless pity 
of a little child, may outweigh in the treasury of our God 
all that the rich of their abundance have cast in. 

J. E. L. 
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THE WAY TO BECOME RICH. 

" Well, it is all fine talking about what we ought to do/' said one 
poor man to another, after a word of exhortation from his pastor 
to endeavour to come up oftener to the daily prayers, " but when 
one has to work hard for one's own living, and is tired to death 
every night, and barely able at the week's end to get a bit of dinner 
for Sunday, it's nonsense to talk of getting up in the dark of a 
winter's morning to go to Church." 

" 'Tis somewhat hard work, I grant thee, John, but when a body 
is his own master after a fashion, and can time his day's work as it 
suits him best, I don't see as he has any right to look for God's 
blessing on his business, if he won't bear in mind that Word as 
tells us to seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
and all other things shall be added unto us, and to tell thee a bit 
of my mind, if thee won't take it amiss, I do believe that the day's 
work would be all the better done and prospered if thou wouldst 
but strive to get to the morning prayers oftener." 

" I only knows, that slave as I will, from morning till night, it's 
a hard matter to get bread for the children, let alone going to 
Church." 

" But, neighbour, there are times when you've telled me yourself 
as your work was so slack that you'd nest to nothing to do, and 
yet I've not seen you at Church the oftener." 

" Don't thee think to be coming over me in that'n way, Willie, 
my lad. One's not very like to turn out in the cold with barely a 
crust to eat, and scant clothes to cover one." 

" Thee means to say, neighbour, as thee won't ' serve God for 
nought,' as Satan said of Job, but I reckon it's better to serve Him 
for nought, as the word is, than to be getting thy thirty shillings a 
week of any master upon earth. Tush ! tush ! neighbour, and 
think better on't, and believe a true word if thou wilt, that the 
blessing of the Lord it maketh rich, and He addeth no sorrow 
therewith." 

"Ay, Willie, thou'st glib enough with thy preaching, but I 
don't see as that same blessing have made thee the rich man thou 
talkest on." 
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" Mayhap," answered William with a smile, " my riches are of 
another sort than thou thinkest on ; but now 111 tell thee what my 
wife says, and she's a 'cute body too, in matters of this world. 
* Willie/ says she, when I com'd back after being away at Birming- 
ham for a few days after a job there, * I begin to think ye're a wise 
man about getting us up betimes for the morning prayers.' c How's 
that, mother ?' says I, and then she tells me how they'd all been at 
sixes and sevens since I'd been gone, through her thinking to lie 
a-bed later when she hadn't to get my breakfast ready so soon, and 
says she, ' nought seemed to go right ; the children were so frac- 
tious, and we didn't get through half the work as we might have 
had from the warehouse, and Sally burnt her hand, and now she's 
no good for work yet awhile ; and so/ says my wife, * I've come to 
thy mind, that things don't go well if we won't be at a little pains 
to serve God first.' " 

" There's some sense in that," said John, " and I've often wished 
my missus would take a page out of thy wife's book, and set 
children dressed, and breakfast ready, and house cleaned up a bit 
earlier." 

" Thee shouldst set them about it by waking them all well up 
afore thou turns out to Church. My wife oft says to the children, 
c there's no rest in the house after father turns out in the morning/ 
and though I won't deny she's a bit cross sometimes, she likes it 
best in the main.' " 

" Well, I'm half inclined to try thy plan, though I don't know 
what my Mary would say to it." 

" Try it, man ; try it, and be patient, and you'll get your own 
way in the house, depend on't ; but there's one word more I'd say, 
if you wouldn't think it too much preaching on my part, and that 
is, you'd soon find hard easy, when you'd come to know what the 
Lord's service is. There s no serving Him for nought, though 
Satan would make it seem so. Why man, it's a true word in the 
Prayer Book that calls His service perfect freedom, and many's the 
time, not to speak boastfully, when I've got up a'most as tired as 
when I lay down, and with a sad heart too, not knowing where the 
day's work and wage was to come from, and it's been rest, and food, 
and strength, and comfort, as I've found in God's service. I'd be 
puzzled to tell how, but my heart's got as light as a feather, ay, 
afore the help come : but come it always did, afore the day was 
out." 

Some such conversation as the above, I have heard myself, 

and it has made me think the more of the trial, and the blessing 

of the poor, whom God hath chosen rich in faith, and heirs of 

the kingdom prepared for those who love Him. Yes, and I have 

y been at the morning prayers, the matins, as they used to be called, 

***<! I have marked how by far the greater number present were 

vot those who could take their rest and ease as t\iey <&o*fc, «A 

° evuSd not plead the excuse of being Yiaid at yjotVl tot ^aea 
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bread till late at night, and forced to snatch all the time they could 
from their rest, for stitching with their needle, or working at the 
frame, &c, but these early worshippers were mostly of the poorer 
class. 

Winning a benison betimes 
For daily toil and care. 

Was it my fancy, that the brightness of their countenance as they 
passed me with a morning salutation, would mark them through 
the day ? I trow not ; the blessing of the Lord was upon them, 
and they knew it ; and if sorrow were before them, it would not be 
without hope ; if trial, it would but be the trial of their faith work- 
ing patience, and the lesson of the day would be to them the loving 
lesson of a Father, Who everywhere, and in all things, instructeth 
the children whom He loveth, both to be full and to be hungry, 
both to abound and to suffer need. Will my readers accept a story 
of old time, about Church going, taken from the life of S. John, 
patriarch of the Church at Alexandria, and called from his great 
charity, the almoner ? It is as follows : — 

There were in the Church at Alexandria two deacons who lodged 
together, and supported themselves by the same trade, for they 
were shoemakers. One of them was much more skilful at his busi- 
ness than the other, who moreover had not only a numerous family 
of his own to support, but an aged father and mother whom he 
dutifully maintained in great comfort, though he was careful not to 
neglect at any time his service in the Church. Now the skilful 
workman could not understand how it came to pass that though 
he himself gave to his work the hours which should have been 
spent in the Church, and in his ministry as deacon, yet with his 
constant labour, superior skill, and fewer persons to provide for, 
his household being much smaller than his brother's, he was 
always poor, while his brother deacon lived in comparative com- 
fort. 

For a good while he said nothing, only worked the harder, and 
grudged at the prosperity of his brother. " How he finds time to 
get to Church, I can't make out," said he to himself. " Perhaps 
he has help I don't know of, but I can't find it out." Sometimes 
the other would gently urge him to come with him to the Church, 
but he had always some work to do which hindered him, and so he 
went on withholding from God more than was meet, and lo ! it 
tended to poverty. At last, unable to contain himself, he said to 
the other in great anger, " How is it that while you cannot deny 
that I am the best workman, and far more laborious than you, yet 
with fewer mouths to feed, I am- poor, while you are rich ?" 

" It is a mystery, I grant," said the other, " but I am readjj t& 
divulge the secret." 

" What is it ?" asked the pooT mw\/\m^C\«o&V . . %-j- 

r Brother, you have often iuriics& td^ t*.^***^ ^ ^ ^ 
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Church : now the secret of my prosperity is this, I find upon my 
way there from time to time certain pieces of silver money whieh I 
take up as a Godsend, and by which I am gradually enriched : now, 
if you will allow me to call you to accompany me every time I go 
thither, we will divide between us all the money that we may happen 
to find." 

Thanking him for his frankness and generosity, the other joyfully 
acceded to his proposal, and from that time the two deacons went 
together. Earnestly did the poor man at first look upon the 
ground as he went for the money of which his brother had spoken, 
and it might be, as he was very ignorant, that he thought it was 
his own un worthiness that kept back the silver recompense. " Be 
not cast down," the other would say, " only persevere, and be sure 
you will not lose the reward." 

Day after day passed on thus, and to the joy of those over them, 
the long empty place of the poor deacon was now regularly filled. 
He began to find a joy in the services of God's house, to which he 
had long been a stranger, and though the hours of labour were 
abridged, he seemed to get through double work. He was no 
longer the same languid, listless, discontented being : and all that 
he did prospered, as it had never done before. Still he looked in 
vain for the silver pieces lying in the road, though by degrees he 
thought less about them ; and becoming gradually rich in the way 
of honest industry, through the blessing of the Lord so abundantly 
poured out upon him, he ceased not to accompany his faithful 
friend and counsellor to Church, who when he saw him established 
in this good habit, spoke to him on this sort, " You see now, my 
brother, how the invention which charity brought to my mind, has 

Profited you of a truth both in body and in soul, for in very deed 
never round that silver on the ground as you believed, but in a 
far different and higher sort have we both been made rich, for the 
merchandise of wisdom is better than the merchandise of silver, and 
the gain thereof than fine gold ; and because our Lord says, Seek 
ye first the kingdom of God, and all the rest shall be given you, 
I made use of this artifice, speaking truth in a figure, to persuade 
you for your own advantage, and indeed you have found it to be unto 
you according to my words, and your riches have increased beyond 
what you could have presumed to hope for." 

Then did the other confess that his brother had dealt wisely, and 
both together gave thanks unto the Lord ; and when the matter 
came to the knowledge of the holy patriarch, he rejoiced greatly, 
and preferred the wise deacon to be ordained a Priest. 

Reader, seek thus for silver, searching as for hid treasures, and 
thou shalt win greater riches than are to be found in California ; 
riches that will not make to themselves wings and fly away. 

J. E. L. 
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" Why will he not rather follow that which the sentence of the 
ancient writers will more allow ? — from whom to dissent, without 
warrant of God's Word, / cannot think it any godly wisdom." — 
Bishop Ridlby against Knox. 
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Touching the substance of religion, we believe what the 
ancient, Catholic, learned Fathers believed : we do what they did, 
we say what they said." — Bishop Jewell. 



Christian Brethren, 

The question is asked with great and becoming 
earnestness in these days, "What is Anglo- Catho- 
licism ?" Let me endeavour to give an answer. The 
word " Anglo" signifies English, and the word " Ca- 
tholicism" signifies Universality. Here then you have, 
first, the meaning of the mere words. As applied to 
religion, they signify the English adoption of the 
universal plan of Christianity. Mind, not the Roman 
adoption of Catholicism, for that has become novel and 
impure ; but the English or British adoption, which we 
can prove to be scriptural and pure : and hence, always 
bear in mind that Anglo- Catholicism, and Roman- 
Catholicism, differ greatly one from the other, and 
cannot be reconciled without much alteration of the 
latter. 

Be it remembered, that many of the inventions of the 
Church of Rome were not formed until seven, or ten, 
or twelve centuries after Christ, while the Anglo- 
Catholics profess to hold the doctrines of the Christian 
religion as handed down/rom the Ume% **$ \Vfc A^*\X«* - 
in short, to hold whatever \i%&\ftea oluwjs* wmsc , hp i ^ kw 
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and at all times held in the Christian Church, therefore 
it may clearly be seen that Anglo- Catholicism* has 
nothing to do with Popery : for, this Anglo- Catholicism 
was universally embraced, (and now only revived,) long 
before the errors of Popery were dreamed of — as one of 
the Anglo-Catholic poets so truly and beautifully ex- 
presses of the ancient Church : — 

" There from her evening and dim solitude, 
She joins the companies of the wise and good, 
Who walk upon the GospeTs glorious morn, 
Their dwarf dimensions of mortality 
Seeming to grow upon the golden sky, 
Beyond the cold shade of imperious Rome. 
Ambrose and Basil, either Gregory, 
Clement and Cyril, Cyprian's earthly home, 
And the free lips of glowing Chrysostom /" 

Thus the Anglo-Catholic Ministers of the Sacred 
Gospel are not the propounders of a new faith, as some 
actually suppose ; but on the contrary, their endeavour 
is to bring about a revival of primitive Christianity — 
the Christianity, not of the mediaeval or dark ages, but 
of Apostolic and primitive times, when, as the Homilies 
of the Church of England express, the Christian religion 
was most pure, and its supporters most renowned for 
holiness of life. And since Christianity came most per- 
fect into the world, and cannot rightly know change, 
or progress, or improvement, as in human sciences : so 
it is a foremost principle with Anglo-Catholicism to 
reject novelties, and whatever doctrine will not stand 
the test of pure antiquity. 

The grand answer, then, to the question " What is 
Anglo- Catholicism ?" is just this — " It is an endeavour 
to restore primitive Christianity, and, consequently, a re- 
jection of the modem arrangements and sentiments of men." 
This must at once confound the more modern systems 
of Popery and Dissent. The Anglo-Catholics would 
preach those truths which S. Paul and the other Apostles 

* See Dr. Hook's Sermon on the " Novelties of Romanism :" 
*b°his excellent Discourse on " The Moderation of the ChwrcK 
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preached — those truths which S. Chrysostom and other 
successors of the Apostles preached, when the people 
said, even in days of persecution, that " they would 
sooner the sun should cease to shine, than that S. Chry- 
sostom should cease to teach" — in short, they would 
preach and teach whatever of doctrine or Church disci- 
pline was preached and taught in those early times when 
Christianity was pure and vigorous in its earliest prime. 

Surely this is what is most reasonable and most 
desired in the present day. In the minds of the mul- 
titudes who profess Christianity the settlement of truth 
is most needed : for it is plain, that although we all go 
to the Scriptures for information, and yet essentially 
differ in our opinions as gathered from Scripture, we 
cannot all be right. I would humbly suggest that those 
who are in agreement with the primitive ages of the 
Church, and who can show the universal voice of the 
Church onfall great questions, have the nearest claim to 
the right views of Christianity — and if modern re* 
ligionists shrink from this obvious test, let them medi- 
tate deeply on their position. (1 Tim. iii. 15; Rom. 
xvi. 17.) And let us ever recollect that the English 
Reformers fought the battle of the Reformation on 
Anglo -Catholic ground — they regarded the voice' of the 
Primitive Catholic Church of the first centuries — and 
this can be plainly shown from the writings of Ridley, 
Jewell, Cranmer, Hall, Field, Bilson, Overall, Beveridge, 
Cosins, Bramhall, Bull, Hammond, Wake, Tillotson, 
Andre wes, Patrick, Waterland, Chillingworth, Taylor,. 
Wilson, Usher, Sherlock, Cave, Wall, Bisse, Bingham, 
Leslie, Sanderson, Morton, Mede, Whitgift, Hooker, 
Comber, Donne, Stillingfleet, Smallridge, Hickes, Camp- 
bell, Brett, Collins, Laurence, Gunning, Dodwell, Home, 
Jones, and a host of others, down to the time of Alex- 
ander Knox, Bishop Jebb, with Bishop Kaye, and the 
Divines of the present age.* 

Let us remember, then, that in excluding the Anglo- 

* See the very valuable "wotY. «&. Vk* CaUtKVwfc *$ *** ^w^« 
of England: especially thalStti «dAlW& €ue*kki» _^wm 
Russell Nixon, the Bishop ot T*am»sfla~ 
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Catholics from our favour and regard, we are excluding 
our English Reformers and Martyrs who perished at the 
stake for the cause of our really Catholic Church, and 
whose Catholic blood, in common with the remainder of 
the noble army of martyrs, is the seed of the Church. 
But in addition to our English Reformers, think also on 
the vast numbers of Christians of all generations that 
we should exclude, as writes Vincent of Lirins, " pro- 
fane novelties of voices," (quoting S. Paul, 1 Tim. vi. 
20), " of voices, that is, novelties of doctrines, novelties 
of things, novelties of opinions, contrary to old usage, 
contrary to antiquity, which, if we receive, of necessity 
the faith of our blessed ancestors, either all, or a great 
part of it, must be overthrown : the faithful people of all 
ages and times, all holy saints, all the chaste, all the 
continent, all the virgins, all the Clergy, the deacons, 
the Priests, so many thousands of confessors, so great 
armies of martyrs, so many famous and populous cities, 
and commonwealths, so many islands, provinces, kings, 
tribes, kingdoms, nations ; to conclude, almost now the 
whole world, incorporated by the Catholic faith to C heist 
their Head, must needs be said, so many hundreds of 
years, to have been ignorant, to have erred, to have 
blasphemed, to have believed they knew not what !" 
If then we reject the Anglo-Catholics, we reject all 
these, for the Anglo-Catholics cling to the rule of 
•Vincent of Lirins ; and be it recollected, that Vincent 
of Lirins lived in the ancient Catholic days before 
Popery dared to rear its monstrous novelties. 

Let us remember also, that Ridley, Cranmer, Jewell, 
Usher, Hooker, Beveridge, and many other of the Re- 
formers clung to the rule of Vincent of Lirins, mention- 
ing him hy name ; and let us acknowledge the justness of 
a remark of Beveridge, •• those doctrines and rites which, 
during many ages back, and from the very beginning of 
the Church, have every where been received, at last in 
these our days come into hazard and are assailed, just as 
jftee were tAeJirst Christians, and all our ancestors had 
trsu/zea? and borne the name of Chbist, and nothing 
ore.- or at least, as if all had been constantly involved 
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in the gravest errors, whoever before their time embraced 
the faith made known in the Gospel." This is just what 
would proceed from the mouth of an Anglo- Catholic, 
and also such further words as these of Bishop Beve- 
ridge ; " If we attentively survey this vast body of all 
Christians of every age, which is commonly called the 
Catholic or Universal Church, as constituted every where 
and always, we shall find in it certain fixed, and, as it 
were, common principles, which run through the whole, 
and connect all its parts both with each other and with the 
Head." This common Christianity which has, we must 
believe, brought multitudes of all generations to eternal 
salvation, is just the common salvation which the Anglo- 
Catholics would teach to the present generation. 

The above, I conscientiously believe, is a fair statement 
of the general aim of Anglo- Catholicism, and of course, 
this one grand proposition, of our restoration to Primi- 
tive Christianity, leads to many details which cannot in 
this brief space be stated. I may, however, allude to 
one. Doctor Field, a staunch Reformer, and partial 
defender of Calvin, says, " The custom of remembering 
the dead, naming their names at the Holy Table, in the 
time of the holy mysteries and of offering the Eucha- 
rist for them, was a most ancient and godly custom, nei- 
ther is it in any way disliked by us." Again, " this was 
the practice of the whole Church, and this the meaning of 
their commemorations and prayers, which was good and 
no way to be disliked " — and then the good Reformer (or 
Anglo- Catholic) argues against the Romanist Bellarmine, 
on the utter impropriety and inconsistency of establish- 
ing the novel doctrine of Purgatory, on the base of this 
ancient and godly custom of all the people of Chris- 
tendom.* 

But to conclude. Having given a definition of Anglo- 
Catholicism in its main point, let me humbly endeavour 
to sketch the character of an Anglo-Catholic. All men 

* I would direct especial attention to a <^^ , «^^ > * Kg! ^' ws$ '*- 
entitled " The Mother of S. Auguittat," tgswe* S*-^*""** 8 
and Hughes,) as setting forth Va w& e»&i «^ «S»a&««*» « 
ner some of the primitive prac&c** ot ««\* Oxxv*>»ss«v 
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who have heard of the name of Anglo-Catholicism, foes 
and friends alike, believe the Anglo-Catholics to be in- 
flamed with the most ardent zeal, governed by strict 
purity of conduct, and endued with vast spiritual at- 
tainment in the pursuit of unworldly and heavenly 
things. As a daily periodical has just said, " they 
argue always for peace and submission ; above all, 
for devotion, and so far as might be possible, exclu- 
sive devotedness to the works of the Spirit. They get 
up no meetings. They make no attempt at creating a 
popular sensation. Only they write earnestly and fer- 
vently, so as to touch men who have souls to be touched ; 
and they write learnedly, so that even those who do not 
agree with them cannot but respect them." 

Anglo- Catholicism is no odious and unhallowed union 
of parties and sectaries. It enrols none but those who 
look upon revealed religion with faith and reverence. 
Its members seem entirely opposed to all vanity, and 
love of popular display, — are directly averse to all 
schemes of individual pride, and keeping aloof from the 
platform of mere preaching and speechifying,* (become 
powerless now) they personally present in continued 
calmness, a fervent, earnest, life-giving piety to the 
world in which they move, but of which they are not. 
They are no respecters of persons, but are ever willing 
to extend the hand of fellowship to the poorest man, if 
he be but a humble, contrite, and consistent Christian ; 
and indeed, nothing seems to be more abhorrent to their 
minds than the pompous wealth, and sensual indulgence, 
and swollen pride, of the vain, but miserable and perish- 
ing world. Themselves clothed in humility and peni- 
tence, anxious to bring all men more often on their 
knees in God's Temple, and to be humbly eager after 
the crumbs of their Divine Master's Holy Table, incul- 
cating the lesson of faith that if men live after the flesh 
they shall die, but if through the Spirit they mortify the 

* It has just been well said by a wise man, "In this age of 
Public Meetings and Lectures, many fancy tnemseVtea uufaracted 
because the/ are excited, and believe themsetaftt ptqloroxA \»- 
"*ae tbey fad themselves perplexed." 
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• 

deeds of the body they shall live, these men, with con- 
sistency and sobriety can rebuke the world by words 
after the manner they condemn it by their deeds, for 
they are not those who come under the Apostolic des- 
cription of having a form of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof. Who cannot but love to see a man toil- 
ing devotedly, and without noise, in his Redeemer's 
cause, not caring for human opinion and human applause, 
but finding all consolation in the solemn text, they have 
persecuted Me, and they will persecute you ? Who will 
not feel smitten, it may be too late, when the fleshy 
nerve is gone, and the remembrance of having rejected 
the prayers and counsel of the holy one, comes bitterly 
upon the sinking heart ? It may not be popular in the 
days of selfishness and worldly vigour, to exalt the 
teaching of the Christian Church, but when was true 
religion ever popular ? and are not seditions, and here- 
sies and novelties awfully popular ? •* My people loved 
to have it so," is the cutting rebuke of an offended 
God. Are we not well reminded here of that which 
once happened to the spiritual Archbishop Leighton? 
He was once, whilst a Minister of the Church of Scot- 
land, reprimanded in a synod for " not preaching to the 
times." '• Who," he asked, " does preach to the times ?" 
It was answered, "that all the brethren did it." 
" Then," he replied, "if all of you preach to the times, 
you may surely allow one poor brother to preach Jesus 
Christ and eternity." O then, let us not find fault, 
and bring railing accusations against our spiritual breth- 
ren who bow not down to the idols of the popular 
will and of a degenerated age, but rather let us 
discern how truly and calmly the Ministers of the 
Catholic and Apostolic Church do preach Jesus Christ 
and eternity; and let our prayers ascend continually 
to the throne of grace that the lives of many more 
may day by day be hid with Christ in God, and that 
all real members of the Anglo- Catholic and Catholic 
Church may continue to live, as they appear to <iR>* tafc^ 
harmless, un defiled, separate from %\awex%. 

1 849. a BBxnsra. -wEB*srara»" 
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P. S. It may possibly be objected that the faith which 
is called " Anglo- Catholicism " may lead on to Popery, 
and this because some few persons have gone over to a 
profession of the Roman Catholic religion. But how 
unfounded is this objection. It is to be lamented, 
that noble and affectionate minds have passed over 
to Rome ; but this happened because they over- 
stepped the legitimate bounds of Anglo- Catholicism. 
Their feelings led them away, they were slighted and 
spurned by the Bishops, and others of the Clergy, 
and while all looked coldly on them in their own 
Church, there seemed to be a warmhearted welcome 
for them in the Church of Rome. Pardon them, if 
the feelings of the heart overcame the wisdom and 
discretion of the head. But the Anglo- Catholic re- 
mains — firm, loving, and unmoved — and when we 
know that such a mind is bent only on the search of 
truth, and would belong only to a true Church, what 
a glory and credit is it, that the Church of England 
should be pronounced to be that true Church; and 
membership with her continued in the fullest free- 
dom and satisfaction of the instructed and chastened 
will. 

Very few, however, have departed from the Church 
of England for Rome, and for one Churchman 
that has gone, I believe, that in the populous dis- 
tricts hundreds of non-members of the Church have 
become Roman Catholics. She is making converts 
mainly among the humbler classes, and very many 
know this to be the case : but, while the names 
of respectable families, or of rich persons are given, 
the obscurer ones of the multitude may go over to 
the Church of Rome in crowds, and no mention is made 
of them in the public papers. And these converts are 
not from the Anglo-Catholic ranks, but from Dissenters, 
Socialists, Chartists, &c. : from those crowds of per- 
sons who are wearied with the numerous schisms, sects, 
and parties into which our holy religion is divided — and 
who can clearly see that all cannot "be trae, Xhnragjh all 
oajr say they axe true, and therefore the peo^\ecitoa, 

[ 
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44 Well, since peace and truth is not with the conflicting 
sects, let us go over to the Church of Home at once, 
and be wearied and perplexed no longer." 

This is a bad determination, for primitive and Catholic 
truth is in the Church of England. She has shown this 
by castingout the Anglo- Catholics so soon as they adopted 
any of the novelties of Rome. Indeed they soon found 
out for themselves, that they could not be Roman 
Catholics and yet remain in the Church, the thing was 
inconsistent and impossible, so they took their depar- 
ture at once. Does not this circumstance speak volumes 
on behalf of the soundness of the Church of England ? 



THE REVIVAL IN THE CHURCH. 
" Lord I revive Thy work /" 



Sons of the Church, lone men of prayer, 
Ye breathe in high and holy air, 
The world' 8 tired eye is turned on you, 
As on a beauteous, peaceful view ; 
She needs a guide, she seeks a home, 
The stranger cannot always roam, 
The traveller will long for rest 
Where he may be securely blest ; 
Sons of the Church ! we'll follow them, 
Oar guides unto Jerusalem. 

Men prepared to walk again 
In wretched exile, want, and pain, 
They've shown to us the heavenly stair, 
O may we climb to glory there, 
"Whence the Spirit crieth " Come l" 
Where the Bride is in her home ; 
Whence the modest joy, the peace 
That longeth for the soul's release — 
Christian men 1 may we with them 
Be folded in Jerusalem. 

The fearless men ! we love them well, 
Their name is u& b.\AtAV&% «^&V 
A charm is on, timx ?»tit\ Nk&l ««^ 
Encircled with a gcftten $£*"&* 
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Humility so sweet and pure, 

And charity that can endure, 

Such chastened thought, such holy zeal, 

Such vigil for the Christian weal — 

Sons of the Church ! we'll join with them 

In journey to Jerusalem. 

Ye saintly men 1 the purple tide 
That flowed from Jesu's bleeding side 
Is all your trust, and with the gift - 
That doth above all passion lift, 
Ye tell us of the saints' communion, 
That earthly and undying union 
Of those still linked in suffering here 
With blest ones in a heavenly sphere — 
Christian men ! we'll fly to them 
To learn of our Jerusalem. 

When shall we see the life above 

That kingdom of eternal love ? 

To speak of it, to learn, to write, 

To read throughout the watchful night ? 

To need and ardently desire 

A harp amid the seraph choir ? 

To be unmoved at every loss 

In our advance unto the Cross ? — 

Sons of the Church 1 in league with them 

We're longing for Jerusalem. 

Christian men ! their crown is near, 
To saints and angels long time dear ; 
A little more of earthly care, 
A little more of praise and prayer, 
Then shall calumny be still, 
Falsehood lose its daring will, 
Persecution be struck dumb, 
Angels shouting " Come, they come 1" 
The Lord Himself shall welcome them 
To their long-sought Jerusalem 1 
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AMY, THE FACTORY GIRL. 

A SKETCH BY A PARISH PRIEST. 

It was a wild and cheerless morning in December, a few days 
before the celebration of our Lord s nativity. Large fleecy 
flakes of snow fell in quick succession upon the ground. The 
wind blew bitterly, and wildly did it howl, as it swept fiercely 
adown the narrow streets. As I passed along them there were 
no signs of life. The inhabitants of the houses had not left 
their miserable homes to pursue the duties of the day. In 
a little while a bell sounded shrilly on my ears, and, methought, 
there was somewhat melancholy and death-like in its tones. 
Ere it had rung long immense masses crowded the streets, 
and bent their course to a large gloomy looking building, 
situated in a densely populated part of the town, which was 
regarded as the metropolis of manufactures. It was an immense 
building some three-quarters of a mile long, and was one of the 
principal factories in the place. As I gazed upon the motley 
group, deep thoughts and melancholy uprose within my soul. 
I had seen many sad sights, but none so bitter as this. There 
were old and young ; but the latter had none of the buoyancy 
and life of youth. The faces of many were wan, and pale 
as marble, and many a gentle girl resembled a tender flower 
bending before the rushing storm. Some, it is true, were 
tolerably well-clad, but the great majority wore only thin rags, 
which were insufficient to defend them against the inclemency 
of the weather ; whilst not a few were barefooted, and plodded 
their weary way in the midst of the deep snow. 

One there was amongst them that attracted my attention. 
She was a tall slender girl, and, though her face had many 
a mark of bitter sorrow, and long-protracted suffering marked 
upon it, it still retained much of its former beauty. She 
appeared calm, and collected ; and, though her steps were 
feeble, and her form bent with fatigue, she evinced no sign 
of impatience. It was evident she was a superior character, and 

JVb. 17. Price \&. or Ss. fcd. per \u«a&r^ 
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had nothing in common with the factory hands, except her 
labour. . For she mingled not with them, nor shared their lewd 
and wicked jests, and conversation, in which, in spite of their 
poverty, and the weather, they freely indulged. 

Once seen she was not to be forgotten ; and therefore during 
the day, I obtained permission to go through the mill, for I felt 
she had a tale of woe to tell, and was resolved, if so it might be, to 
pour some balm into her wounded heart. The rooms were close 
and ill-ventilated — crowded by hands. Here, as in the street, 
the majority were passing sportive gibes, and singing vain and 
foolish songs. Having jJassed through room after room, and 
searched in vain, I began to think that my efforts would be 
.thrown away. On entering the last room I espied her standing 
at her post, but faint and feeble, and supported by one or two of 
her fellows. A sad and insidious disease had made no slight inroad 
into a constitution never strong, and it was evident that, with- 
out a great change, the place she then occupied would soon 
be filled by another. She was conducted at once to her home, 
which was situated in a dark dismal alley, a short distance from 
the mill. But seldom did the friendly rays of the sun shine 
within it, to cheer and gladden its wretched inhabitants. Her 
room, however, was beautifully clean, and on the window sill 
were some few pots containing flowers, in attending to which she 
took great delight, because, as she afterwards told me, "they 
reminded her of her home; that like them she should wither 
and die, and like them, if faithful, rise again after winter's sleep, 
clothed in fresh beauty." 

She had no friends at hand to soothe and cheer her in 
her sickness ; yet some of the rude hands of the factory were 
attentive to her wants, as far as their time would allow, and 
around her couch were the unseen messengers of heaven keeping 
watch over her pale and feeble form. Her history, which I sub- 
sequently learnt from her, was a sad and pitiable one. Hers had 
not always been a lot of toil and hardship. Time was, when 
surrounded with many comforts, her heart had been blythe and 
merry as a bird's, and hope scattered flowers of brightest hue 
around her sunny path. Her father, who lived by the sea- 
side in the fair west, and who had his business in the great 
waters, was captain of a merchant's vessel. Most of his time 
was spent at sea, and Amy was brought up with tender care 
by a mother who doted on her only child. A sound Church- 
woman and a sincere Christian, sue carefully educated her 
daughter in the duties and privileges of one, who born in sin 
after the first Adam, had been born again in the holy waters 
of Baptism after the Second. Bright and joyously passed Amy's 
early days, cheered by that best and dearest of-ilIGoD*s gifts, 
r mother a fondest loye. Fourteen year* o£ Va^TO^V^TKra 
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passed away, when, as they were anxiously looking for her 
lather's return, news was brought that the ship had been lost, 
and every hand perished. This information pierced Amy's 
. mother to the heart, and ere long she slept in the silent tomb. 
An orphan, without a friend, Amy knew not what to do. The 
household furniture was soon sold, and the friendless girl 
was homeless too. Turned upon the wide world, she bent 
"her weary steps from place to place in search of employment. 
T&fany a day did she journey onwards in the midst of bitter 
storms, weary and footsore — the ground for her bed At night — 
and the wide sky above for her canopy— God her hope and trust 
and stay. At length after hardships beyond measure, she 

reached the town of M , and obtained employment in the 

factory where I met with her. There she had been for two 
years, and during all that time disease had been secretly stealing 
upon her. The hectic flush that played upon her face had 
led others to suppose that she was in good health: and she 
herself had day by day overtasked her strength. Now she 
was near the hour of her departure. And as she told me 
the tale of her sorrows, struggles, and temptations, she had 
to rest full oft for very weariness. When she drew it to a 
close, she said with weeping eyes — " Yes, sir, you truly say 
mine has been an imhappy lot. I have been baptized in mea- 
sure and degree with the baptism of blood — but yet how great a 
blessing it is to be called to follow my Lord, and tread, so 
to speak, the wine-press with Him. In my heaviest trials 
He has borne my burthen, and the pain has scarce been felt for 
the joy He gave. When unkind hearts turned coldly away, and 
would not heed an orphan's cry, or give a cup of cold water to -a 
poor disciple, I made my prayer unto Him, and sweetly did He 
' seem to say, * I am the Father of the fatherless.' Many are the 
cruel temptations by which I have been assailed, temptations to 
vanity, and pride, and sin, but Christ has been within me, and 
by the Holy Spirit given unto me, I have been enabled 
to resist and conquer. Many, I know, are my failings, but as I 
have daily striven to walk with God, and work out my soul's 
salvation, though with fear and trembling, He will, I trust, 
accept my unworthy services, and pardon my shortcomings 
for the sake of His dear Son. In all through which I have gone, 
I have ever thought my dear parents were by my side; and 
that unseen friends were ever around my pathway — for are not 
the dead in Christ still with us ? are not we one with them, 
and they with us ? for is not all this implied in the ' Com- 
munion of Saints ?' And now ere noon-day I am going to my 
rest ; I shall cease from my labours. I shall depart, I humblY 
pray, from a world of pain to oiifc <& ^«ms&«>*& *s§s*c\Nsnsfcs*^ 
rest, of death to one of life." 
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Many a long day, and weary wakeful night did she spend after 
-his. She knew that the hand of death was upon her, yet 
was she calm, and collected, full of hopeful, but not boasting 
confidence. Endeavouring to recall and acknowledge the sins, 
by which she had stained her baptismal robes, she sought for 
consolation in the blessed assurance that God pardoneth, and 
absolveth all them that turn unto Him, and unfeignedly repent. 
And this comfort was not denied her. She found in the 
contemplation of the cross, and Him that hung thereon, her 
surest stay. He, Who ' is precious unto them that believe in 
Him, was to her a refuge from the storm, a hiding place in 
which she could safely rest from all her troubles and distress. 
Sweet, and cheering was it to listen to the words which she 
uttered, and the calmness with which she looked forward to the 
period when her freed spirit should seek its native home. 

At length the hour of her departure came. The holy table 
was spread, and the comfort of her departing soul, the commu- 
nion of the Body and Blood of Christ given unto her. Never 
shall I forget the deep reverence with which she received the 
holy elements, or the change which passed over her when the 
blessed banquet was ended. Her eye glistened as if with brightest 
hope — the hand was upraised with a strength not her own — and 
a holy glow suffused her flushed face. In a moment afterwards 
she folded her hands across her breast, and said " Now, Lord, 
lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have 
seen Thy salvation. Now I have received Him, Who died on 
the cross for me. Oh ! Blessed Jesus ! Who sinless didst 
suffer for sinners, Who didst weep in Gethsemane, and die 
on Calvary for me : Who dying didst conquer death, and 
open the kingdom of heaven to all believers ; I pray Thee by 
Thine agony and bloody sweat; by Thy cross and passion; 
by Thy glorious resurrection and ascension; by the wounds 
which now Thou bearest in Thy sacred Body, take me, a 
wanderer, home ; receive me to Thyself, to a mansion eternal in 
the skies." And thus she fell asleep in Jesus. 

W. B. F. 
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THE MISERY OF SIN. 

Sin is constantly followed, as if it gave men 
pleasure ; and yet, from the beginning of the 
world, there has been nothing which has caused 
so much misery of body Qr mind. 

When Adam and Eve were innocent, as God 
made them, they were happy ; they were in the 
garden, where the Lord God had " made to 
grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, 
and good for food ;" and might " freely eat of 
every tree of the garden," but one. They were 
thus visibly under the favour of their Maker, 
and felt no shame, because they were pure- 
minded. But when they sinned, and would 
not remain under the light yoke of God's 
commandment, then came misery. 

They had lost their robe of innocence ; and 
then their hearts were troubled with a shame 
before each other, unknown before; fear of 
their God ; and a vain desire to shrink from 
His Presence. Then followed the loss of Eden ; 
the toil of labouring for bread ; the pangs of 
childbirth ; and that dark gulf of death, the 
secrets of whose waters none of us know, 
until we are in our turn drawn beneath them. 

Cain's sin drove him out as a fu^jtw*. ^sA 
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a vagabond in the earth : he groaned in his an- 
guish, " my punishment is greater than I can 
bear." 

Look at rebellious Pharaoh, repeatedly op- 
posing the will of God ; each rebellion drawing 
fresh miseries on himself and his people, until 
he was overwhelmed in the Red Sea. 

Look at Saul, who was under the favour ctf 
the Lord, when he was first placed on the 
throne. How miserable and restless was his 
life after he had turned away into sin. He 
became quite a changed man: gloomy, ill-tem- 
pered, jealous; knowing the will of God, yet 
trying to resist it. And at last, deserted by 
God, his army conquered, his son killed, and 
himself severely wounded by the Philistines, he 
besought a wandering Amalekite to slay him, 
and perished, — perished, with no bright hopes 
of a happy future to cheer him. 

Holy Scripture is full of instances of sin of 
various kinds bringing misery ; sometimes im- 
mediately after the commission of the sin; 
sometimes years afterwards, when the pleasure 
of the sin is forgotten. And the Prophet Isaiah 
testifies plainly: "The wicked are like the 
troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose watets 
cast up mire and dirt. There is no peaoe, saith 
my God, to the wicked." 

But men are so apt to be deceived by the 

false appearance of sin, when it is near the» ; 

they so overvalue the pleasure of it, and are so 

apt to think nothing of the misery which must 

follow, or, at least, are so eas&] \fe& to feo$t 
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that they may in some way escape their punish- 
ment ; that it will be well to reflect on the ways, 
in which this misery overtakes the sinner. 

I. It often happens that loss of health, and 
painful diseases, follow the commission of sin. 
The drunkard, the glutton, and unchaste, are 
sometimes afflicted for their enormous sins, by 
a broken constitution. They have sought sen- 
sual pleasure, and they have found bodily pain, 
which far outweighs all their enjoyment ; and 
often leaves them with a peevish mind, not able 
to get rid of their pain, and only increasing 
their wretchedness, by vainly fretting against 
the chastening of the Lord. 

Even madness is sometimes caused by ex- 
cessive, or long-continued sins. The Reason, 
which the Lord had given to be their guide, 
and which they have so long disobeyed, is taken 
away. We know iqdeed that the holiest of men 
are often chastened by very severe sufferings of 
body or mind ; but there are cases, in which 
these things are evidently the effects of sin. 

II. Again, sin often ruins a man's worldly 
prospects, by making him unfit to discharge the 
duties of a superior station ; or by taking away 
his character. How frequently do we find idle- 
ness or evil living in youth cause disappointment 
or failure in after life ! This is the case, even 
when the past sins have been long repented of. 
There was a time, when good prospects were 
open to the youth ; but he thought only of his 
own ease, and would not " bear the yoke," He. 
thought wholesome rsaVraueA. Voo ^««se\ Srr. 
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his young days ; he would not take the advice 
of his elders ; or he secretly disobeyed their 
commands. 

And if he wishes to exert himself in after 
years, he sees others, whose youth has been 
better spent than his own, pressing forward 
actively in the race of life; while he is himself 
toiling to get free from the entanglement of 
some bad habits, which keep him back. He 
is continually meeting with difficulties, which 
are clearly the effects of time mis-spent, and 
bad habits contracted in former years. 

Those too, who once had a good name, and 
have lost it (unless they have fallen so low, as 
to have cast off all shame) often suffer mortifi- 
cation from the effects of their past misconduct. 
The sweetness of the cup of sin, if ever it was 
sweet, is forgotten ; but the bitter dregs remain 
and these they must drink. Now, when they 
speak the truth, they are not believed at once, 
for their mere word's sake : or they are sus- 
pected of dishonesty, because they .have before 
shown themselves dishonest. Or they have 
been drunkards or unchaste livers ; and long 
afterwards men will speak of them, as if they 
were still the same as before, only more crafty 
in concealing their sin. In a hundred ways the 
ghosts of their past sins rise up, and trouble them. 

III. But if a man's sin does not injure his 

bodily health, nor make him less successful in 

his plans, nor blast his character in society, yet 

he does not escape unpunished in this life. Sin 

*& followed by the plague of aM cora&H&fct 
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which makes him ill at ease with himself. 
Upon those not hardened in sin, it comes (if 
they have committed some great offence) with 
a sharp and sudden agony : it embitters every 
pleasure ; thrusts itself in, an unbidden guest, 
whatever company they are mixing with. They 
may forget it for a time, but their forgetfulness 
brings no peace to their heart ; and the thought 
of their guilt returns, and its presence brings 
a heaviness upon their spirits, unlike any other, 
and one which all the kindness of friends can- 
not remove. 

Let them ask themselves, is the pleasure of 
the sin worth all this misery ? will they not be 
far happier, even in this life, if they bear the 
disappointment of checking their wishes, or the 
labour of keeping steadily to their duties, and 
then enjoy the healthful feeling of a good 
conscience ? But if a man has by frequent sins 
deadened his conscience, and declares that he 
feels no sorrow or fear for his evil doings, is he 
not a miserable man ? Yes, far more so. 

We pity him who has lost his property, and 
grieves for his loss. But we pity him far more 
whose distresses have injured his reason, and 
who in his madness calls himself a king, and 
his tattered clothes royal robes, and knows 
nothing of his loss. 

IV. There is another loss in this life, which 
sin brings upon the disobedient Christian. — 
The loss of the presence and favour of God. — 
Our bodies are through Christ made te«^\s^ 
of the Holy Ghost : they sx^ *k eras, ^s^bssss 
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Consecrated to God, and He vouchsafes to 
dwell in them ; and in consequence of this, 
He promises that sin shall not " have dominion 
over them/' (Rom. vi. 13.) But if we wiU 
not exert the power which God has given us, 
and turn back into sin, then we profane the 
temple of the Holy Spirit, and sin again 
rules over us. 

O fearful state ! This is the death of m^n 
spiritually. As poison taken into the body 
separates the soul from it, so wickedness is the 
poison, which separates man's soul and body 
from God. When a child of God sins wilfully, 
it is true now as of old, "in the day thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die." 

V. But even this, fearful as it is, is not all 
the misery of sin. It is dreadful to lose the 
favour of our Heavenly Father for a time. 
Sin has no pleasure which deserves in any 
degree to be weighed against such a misery. 
But Holy Scripture has revealed one effect of 
sin beyond all that has been mentioned : it 
follows a man into the unseen world, and is 
eternal. The world he has loved and the plea- 
sures of it are gone for ever, but the Word of 
God has declared that the punishment follows 
in part immediately after the departure of the 
soul : " the rich man died and was buried ; and 
in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torments." 
(S. Luke xvi. 22.) And the vengeance comes 
in all its terrors at the Judgment Day, when 
the Son of Man " shall say to them on His 
left Mad, Depart from Me, ye cut&^xeA$ ^^ 
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lasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels* 
«... and these shall go away into everlasting 
punishment; but the righteous into life eter- 
nal." (S. Matt. xxv. 41-46.) 

How fearful is this punishment! Christ, 
Who so loved us as to die for us, will look on 
the impenitent in wrath, and will pronounce 
their doom without mercy ; so that they will 
vainly try to hide themselves from " the wrath 
of the Lamb." 

The torments of hell are described by Him 
to be like a worm devouring their flesh, and a 
fire burning it; and these torments will be never- 
ending. And if anything can increase this fearful 
misery, it will be that the Lord has offered to 
them life eternal in heaven; and they have lost 
it by carelessness and sin. 

O " what shall it profit a man if he shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul; or what 
shall a man give in exchange for his soul ?" 
(S. Matt. xvi. 26.) 

Do we then doubt the misery of sin ? Let 
us look to the end of it. Let us not trust to 
its promises in coming to us, but look at what 
it leaves behind it Whatever pleasure it may 
promise, and whatever it may give for a time, it 
will be sure to fail and deceive us sooner or later. 
As surely as a man sins so surely he will suffer. 

But God's own Son has come to set us free 
from the power and punishment of sin. He 
suffered the bitter pains of the cross, that He 
might redeem us from Satan's boadaj^^^J^ 
us sons of God, and give \x& >&& SskKsfcassa 
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of His children with His holy Angels, in that 
blessed place, where nothing unclean shall enter, 
but holy peace and joy shall be for evermore. 

As therefore we would desire happiness, and 
avoid misery which no tongue of man can tell, 
let us resist sin with all our might. And be- 
cause this is a great work, let us pray without 
ceasing to Him who has said, " ask, and it shall 
be given you ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you." 

" Come unto Me, all ye that are weary and 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest." 

Prayers to be said kneeling. 

O Lord, I am weary : be merciful to me a sinner. O 
Son of David, have mercy upon me. 

Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before Thee, 
and am no more worthy to be called Thy son. Cast me not 
away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit 
from me. O give me the comfort of Thy help again, and 
stablish me with Thy free Spirit. Amen. 

O Lord, raise up, we pray Thee, Thy power, and come 
among us, and with great might succour us ; that whereas, 
through our sins and wickedness, we are sore let and hin- 
dered in running the race that is set before us, Thy boun- 
tiful grace and mercy may speedily help and deliver us ; 
through the satisfaction of Thy -Son our Lord, to whom, 
with Thee, and the Holy Ghost, be honour and glory, 
world without end. Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 

The grace of our Lord, &c. 

44 Gracious and righteous is the Lord, therefore will He teach sin- 
ners in the way." — Psalm xxv. 7. 

" Praised be God, Who hath not cast out my prayer, nor tamed 
His mercy from me." — Psalm lxvi. 18. 

R. G. BOODLE, 

Chaplain to the Bishop of Newcastle, Atutratia. 
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A PASTOR'S WORDS TO HIS SCATTERED FLOCK.— II. 

THE DANGER OF SIN. 



We not unfrequently see some poor person with a hol- 
low cheek, and a weak body. His eye is bright, but it 
is a fevered brightness ; the cheeks have a colour, but 
it is not that of health. And the experienced man can 
tell at once that there is a deadly disease lurking within. 
The poor patient makes light of his sickness. When 
you speak to him, he says he is not very well to-day, 
but there is not much the matter with him ; he hears 
his friends and neighbours talk of business which they 
are about to engage in ; and he thinks that he shall be 
able to do as they do ; he speaks of his plans for the 
future ; little knowing that, while he is speaking, the 
disease is consuming the small remains of life within 
him. 

Sometimes he feels a weight and uneasiness about him, 
and strange pains : but at other times he feels lighter ; 
and then his spirits rise, he joins in the merry laugh, 
and forgets all about his sickness. Alas ! he little knows 
his danger. He is laughing on the brink of the grave. 

In like manner do many Christians live on in the 
greatest danger of eternal damnation ; and make light 
of it ; or will not believe it. 

Sin is in their heart : it circles, as it were, through 
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their veins ; it corrupts their thoughts. It is in them, 
not like some disease which is being checked, and re- 
medied, and has less and less hold on their constitution, 
but it has, in the main, its way. It creeps slowly on, 
making them give up first one holy principle, and then 
another. They become " weary of well doing." At 
first they are ill at ease, and have misgivings about them- 
selves, when they neglect some known duty, or say or 
do some profane word or wicked act. But after a time 
they have less feeling about such things. They excuse 
themselves by the vain plea that their nature is weak, 
and no man can be perfect ; that other men have the 
same sins, or worse ; and that there are many sins, which 
they would not think of committing. 

And besides this, they occasionally join with good 
men in doing kind or good things. And sometimes they 
have serious thoughts. And, perhaps, when something 
has warmed their feelings, or roused their fancy, they 
give utterance to religious and noble sentiments. 

Thus, on the whole, they are tolerably at ease with 
themselves. It is very difficult to convince them that 
they are in extreme danger. Their progress in sin has 
been so gradual, and the commission of it of so long 
continuance, that they have become accustomed to it. 
They do not think their present path right ; but they 
will not allow themselves to reflect that it is altogether 
wrong, and must be changed at once. It is so dreadful 
to think of being lost for ever, that they do not think 
about the future ; but close their eyes to it : and with- 
out taking pains to walk in the road toward heaven, and 
to keep that " way " which our blessed Saviour has 
declared is "narrow," they hope that their heedless 
steps may not end, where the " broad road " of. the 
many will end, — in " destruction." 

They know that they are not religious ; but will not 

allow that they are very irreligious. They will not come 

to the Holy Communion, because, they say, they are not 

fit for it : but they do not Teflect that if in. life they are 

unfit to, come to the Lord fox \ie\$, fo«s cKKaa\,>ofc 



THE DANGER OF SIN. 3 

fitted by death to dwell in His glorious presence among 
His saints. Surely such unfitness as they plead is full 
of peril* Their own excuse should make them tremble. 

There are even some, who know that they are living a 
very wicked life, and confess that they are doing so ; 
and yet have no fear, or no abiding fear, of the conse- 
quences. They are not easy in their minds : but they 
try, foolishly, to forget their uneasiness, or to make 
light of it ; instead of regarding it as a symptom of the 
deadly nature of the sin within them, and as a warning 
from God of the fearful punishment which awaits them, 
unless they repent. Their carelessness arises, — not 
from the disbelief of God's anger against sin, or of the 
future judgment, and of the eternity of heaven and hell, 
— but either from that senseless pursuit of present plea- 
sure or business, by which they keep away the steady 
thought of the things unseen : or from the vain promise, 
by which they try to quiet their conscience, that they will 
repent at some future time, when they can find a " con- 
venient season," and fewer temptations. In the mean 
time they are living in the practice of things, which God 
forbids : they take pleasure in the company of those 
whom He condemns. Surely the heathen is less sense- 
less who hides his wooden idol when he wishes to sin, 
than the Christian, who, knowing that our Heavenly 
Father is always looking upon us, and has " revealed 
His wrath from heaven against all ungodliness and un- 
righteousness of men," fills his mind with other 
thoughts, on purpose that he may blind his own eyes, 
forget God, and sin on. 

But there have been men, at various times, who will 
not fear the danger of sin, because the wickedness of 
their heart has led them to disbelieve in God. 

Pharaoh did not like to obey Moses ; and declared, 
*' I know not the Lord, neither will I let Israel go." 
The Holy Spirit spake by the mouth of David, " The 
fool hath said in his heart, There is no God." (Ps. 
xiv. 1.) 

There have been othexa m foftwe^.^*^^^^ 
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in the little span of their life, have in like manner de- 
nied the God, who made and redeemed them, and claims 
their obedience. 

And S. Peter warns ns to be on our guard, for that, 
notwithstanding all that the Lord has done among men, 
" there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after 
their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of His 
coming ?" (2 S. Pet. iii. 3, 4.) 

Now in all these, and any like cases, unbelief or care- 
lessness no more take away the danger of sin, than the 
poor consumptive patient's vain hopes stop the progress 
of that disease, which will soon carry him to the grave. 

Men do sin, and do make light of their danger : but 
their wilfulness and trifling serve no other purpose, than 
to make the evil which will come on them more certain, 
and heavier. 

I. For — in the first place, the Lord has plainly and 
repeatedly declared that He will punish those who sin. 

To Adam He declared that he should " surely die," 
if he ate of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil. To Moses, after proclaiming His mercy, 
goodness, and truth, He declared that He would " by 
no means clear the guilty." (Exod. xxxiv. 7.) By the 
mouth of Isaiah He says, "The destruction of the 
transgressors and of the sinners shall be together, and 
they that forsake the Lord shall be consumed." (Is. 
i. 28.) By Jeremiah,—" Hear, O Earth : behold I will 
bring evil upon this people, even the fruit of their 
thoughts, because they have not hearkened unto My 
words, nor to My law, but rejected it." (Jer. vi. 19.) 
By Ezekiel, — " all souls are Mine ; — the soul that sin- 
neth it shall die." (Ezek. xviii. 4.) 

And by the last of His Prophets, — " Behold the day 

cometh that shall burn as an oven ; and all the proud, 

yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble : and the 

day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of 

Hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch." 

(Mai. iv. 1.) 

The Gospel, full, as it is, of blessed ^TOuftmto Vk& 
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true penitent, in no degree lessens the fearfulness of the 
warning against sin. 

John the Baptist proclaimed, " Now also the axe is 
laid unto the root of the trees : therefore every tree 
which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and 
cast into the fire." 

Our gracious Lord Himself, who opened His mouth 
in blessing, (S. Matt. v. 3,) says, " whosoever shall say, 
Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire." And He 
draws back the veil from the future, and opens to us a 
view of the portion of the ungodly in the day of judg- 
ment. " The Son of Man shall send forth His angels, 
and they shall gather out of His kingdom all things that 
offend, and them which do iniquity ; and shall cast them 
into a furnace of fire : there shall be wailing and gnash- 
ing of teeth." (3. Matt. xiii. 41, 42.) And in S. Matt. 
.xxv. He again very solemnly sets before us that same 
awful event. " When the Son of Man shall come in His 
glory, and all the holy Angels with Him, then shall He 
sit upon the throne of His glory ; and before Him shall 
be gathered all nations : and He shall separate them one 
from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the 
goats : and He shall set the sheep on His right hand, 
but the goats on the left. Then shall the King say 
unto them on His right hand, Come, ye blessed of My 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world ; . . . . Then shall He » 
say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from Me, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels." 

His Apostle S. Pauldeclares, that there shall be "in- 
dignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish, upon every 
soul of man that doeth evil." (Rom. ii. 8, 9.) And men- 
tioning some of the grosser sins, which the Christian 
must altogether renounce, he says, — " Be not deceived : 
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor ef- 
feminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, no* wriisR^T^s* 
extortioners shall inherit tVv% \raqe^<yai<ft ^w>" V^*st . 
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vL 9, 10.) And the last book of the Holy volume im- 
presses upon us the same awful truth. "I saw the 
dead, small and great, stand before God ; and the books 
were opened ; and another book was opened which is the 
book of life : and the dead were judged out of those 
things which were written in the books, according 
to their works .... and whosoever was not found 
written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.*' 
Rev. xx. 12, 15. 

However, therefore, men may wish to persuade them- 
selves that there is no danger in sin, yet we see, that 
from the beginning of Holy Scripture to the end of it, 
God has declared, that there is danger. The punish- 
ment may be delayed, and the sinner may grow bold, and 
say, I have done what I would, and I see no signs of 
danger ; but God has spoken plainly and in some way 
the punishment will come. If the sinner does repent, 
it will come in merciful chastisement and sorrow, as on 
David : if, like Saul, he does not repent, then in de- 
struction. 

II. In the second place, sin is very dangerous, be- 
cause it naturally increases, and becomes worse ; and 
thus makes it less likely that a man will repent. 

Satan, ever seeking to work our ruin, would lead us 
to think that we may sin ; and when we have been dis- 
obedient as long as we please, that we may return again 
to our former state. . Nay, he would even tempt us by 
the mercies of God : and represent to us, that we may 
repent and be forgiven ; and that therefore we need not 
fear to sin. Well has it been said, in answer to this 
most wicked suggestion of the evil one, " God has indeed 
promised forgiveness to men upon true repentance, but 
He has nowhere promised them repentance if they sin." 

God has so made us, that, by the force of habit, what 

we have done once we do more easilv the second time : 

and the oftener we repeat the act the more natural does 

it become to us. 

This is one of the rewards of ready obedience. If 

we take the Lord's yoke and leam of H\m> &taro^v 
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at first it' will be hard and painful, and will gall our re- 
bellious spirits, yet, as we go on, we shall find the yoke 
becoming more easy, and the burden more light : until, 
by degrees, we shall find it fulfilled in our case, that the 
ways of holiness " are ways of pleasantness, and all her 
paths are peace/' 

But the same law of our nature is one of the punish- 
ments which chasten sin. 

Where the thoughts have wandered once they will 
crave to wander again. That indulgence which has once 
been given to the eager appetite or passion, it will cla- 
mour for more loudly the second time. 

Who does not know the folly of giving way to the 
headstrong or spoiled child? If the weak parent, wearied 
by his entreaties or fretfulness, quiets him by indulging 
his wish, he has not made him contented, obedient, or 
docile : but has only nourished a rebellious disposition, 
which will burst out more uncontrollably on the next 
occasion. So is it with ourselves : a wrong disposition 
is strengthened by indulgence: and as it gains in 
strength, so does the will, which ought to have asserted 
its authority, become weaker, and more ready to give 
way ; notwithstanding its vain promises of resistance at 
some never-approaching future. Whatever a man's dif- 
ficulties are in resisting sin now, they are less than they 
will be at any future time. The wish, which is forced to 
yield to conscience, will become obedient ; but if a man 
allows it to master him now, it will afterwards require 
him to obey it as a slave. Our Blessed Lord Himself 
has declared ; " whosoever committeth sin is the servant 
of sin." (S. John viii. 34.) 

O you, then, who are young, fear to take the first step 
in sin : never say ' I will go so far and then stop :' you 
cannot promise yourself this. Cast out at once the 
proud, or selfish, or disobedient, or impure thought. 
Avoid the beginning, this is your only safety. Do not 
listen to the blasphemous oath, or the immodest word : 
make not companions of those, whose behavi<ro& vs> V*&L> 
who say and do things of vfti\c\i ^ou ^nsv&W^ *£oms»r&-, 
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if you suddenly found some good men among you. Be- 
lieve what you are told of the great danger of sin ; and 
then you will be spared the misery which follows it. 
Remember, the deadly hopeless consumption might 
have been prevented, had the poor dying patient avoided 
the exposure which his friends warned him against ; or 
submitted to unpleasant remedies, or regular care, at the 
beginning of the disease. 

You who are older, and farther advanced in the fear 
of God, do not think yourselves out of the reach of 
danger. You have not yet attained security, nor can 
you attain it while you live here. If you imagine that 
you are safe, and relax your care and watchfulness, as 
though they were no longer needful, sin will begin to eat 
its way into your heart. 

You may become more eager after pleasure ; or more 
quick in temper ; or more apt to begin plans, without 
considering whether they are according to the will of 
God; less disposed to set about unpleasant duties, 
more sluggish in all you do ; more wandering in your 
prayers ; more careless in reading Holy Scripture. Or 
without such a gradual departure from Christ, you 
may suddenly fall into some great sin ; if, like S. Peter, 
you neglect to, "watch and pray lest you enter into 
temptation." 

God alone knows what will be the end of such sins : 
whether painful repentance here, or eternal torment. 

Fear sin, then, in little things ; abhor it in greater ones. 
Pray regularly, pray fervently, and with faith. And 
watch : — watch against your enemies : watch, that you 
may know the Lord's holy Will ; watch that you may 
guide your steps by that will. 

Satan is ever watching to deceive and draw you into 
sin. 

Good angels are standing near you unseen, watching 
to help you. (Heb. i. 14.) 

And your Good Shepherd, who gave His life for you, 
is watching over you by night and by day, with a Sa~ 
viour's love. 
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Be not you, then, alone careless and unwatchful, ex- 
cited by the vain pleasures, and forgetful of the dangers 
around you. 

Eternity stretches before you : be thoughtful, and use 
the present time, while it lasts, in preparation for it. 

And you, brethren, who have plainly broken your 
Baptismal vows : and have, like the Prodigal Son, gone 
far from our loving Heavenly Father's household : 
make haste, like the prodigal, to turn back again with 
bitter and heart-searching repentance. There is more 
the matter with you, far more, than you see. Sin blinds 
its followers ; so that, after a time, they see not its 
hideousness. Yourselves remember that you once feared 
that, which afterwards you became accustomed to. 
Be assured, sin is as fearful as ever : it is still the same, 
and its end the same. You alone have changed, — -how 
fearfully for the worse ! 

Be not deceived by a few friendly or compassionate 
feelings, which still remain in you : even the witch of 
Endor felt for Saul, and prayed him to eat. Be not de- 
ceived by your occasional religious thoughts, or some 
few acts of obedience : even Herod, who was living in 
adultery, knew John the Baptist to be a holy man, 
and heard him gladly : and, when he heard him, " did 
many things :" but he would not give up the sin which 
he loved, in obedience to the Lord's command ; and 
soon " beheaded John in the prison." 

Say not, " the past is done and over now, and I can- 
not help it." It is not over : its effects are still in your 
hearts, and are drawing you back from God. It is not 
oyer : the sin will again appear and meet you face to 
face, when the great book is unrolled, and you are being 
judged out of the things that are written therein. 

Does this fearful truth make you shudder ? Do you 
feel perplexed and bewildered at the very thought of the 
great work which is before you ? Do you say, " Alas ! 
I was once in the right way, and knew the Lord's will ; 
but I have so long turned a deaf eax to "Saa^ tmkss^ 
warnings that I cannot nope fox fat^gn«0R&&V* 
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Your sin is indeed heavy, your danger great: but 
listen, — Holy Scripture speaks to you : "Cast away from 
you all your transgressions, whereby ye have trans- 
gressed, and make you a new heart and a new spirit : 
for why will ye die, O House of Israel ? For I have no 
pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord 
God : wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye." (Ezek. 
xviii.31, 32.) 

Are there any who say, " Even these words give us 
no comfort, for we have transgressed so much, that to 
cast away our transgressions and to lead a new life is 
more than we can hope to accomplish. Alas! we are 
more like those that are blind to heavenly things ; or 
palsied, and without power to do what is so necessary 
to salvation : we are even like those whose spiritual life 
has died out of them." 

Nay, even to you there is a voice. In the Name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, there is hope for the hope- 
less. He stooped low indeed to help the lowest ; He 
gave up heaven, to open a way for those who have for- 
feited it : He came to give sight to the blind, feet to 
the lame, strength and soundness to the palsied, ntty* 
even life to the dead : He said " the hour is coming 
and npw is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the 
Son of God ; and they that hear shall live." And now 
that He has left our outward sight, He has not left us 
destitute : His unseen presence is still with His Church: 
as He promised, — " I am with you always, even to the 
end of the world." Be not then faint-hearted, " rise, 
He calleth thee." His life-giving and strengthening 
voice calls you by His minister applying to you His 
Holy Word: it calls you, in the ordinances of His 
Church, by the exhortation to confess your sins, by the 
absolution pronounced to " those who truly repent, and 
unfeignedly believe His holy Gospel:" it calls you by 
the blessed Scriptures read, which speak to you with 
the same calm holy voice of exhortation, promise, warn- 
ing, and rebuke, with which they have spoken to gene- 
rations of men, whose time of trial is o^er. 
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Do not then say you cannot obey the call which your 
Saviour is giving you. That awful voice speaks now 
in gentle compassion, "why will ye die?" Rise then, 
and throw yourself before Him in repentance and sor- 
row before He speaks in judgment. 

You say that you cannot draw near, defiled as you 
are by sin : then stand afar off, with the contrite publi- 
can, and say, " God be merciful to me a sinner." You 
cannot glorify God with His people, then join them in 
their lowly confessions of sin, and prayers that the Lord 
would grant them for the future " to lead a godly, right- 
eous, and sober life." You cannot rejoice, — then 
mourn : and in the Lord's good time you will be en- 
abled to rejoice. (S. Matt. v. 4.) And if you can hardly 
bow your heart to mourn, beseech God to send you the 
grace of true sorrow and repentance. 

Jesus Himself has said, " ask and ye shall receive :" 
and such a prayer, sincerely made, He will not reject. 
For the guilty past, over which you mourn, His preci- 
ous Blood will atone : for deliverance in all your future 
trials seek, and trust in, the continual aid of His Holy 
Spirit : and you will " find help in time of need." 

For all, then, there is deliverance, if they will embrace 
it. But we must obey the calls of God without delay ; 
"to-day if ye will hear His voice harden not your 
hearts." If the Lord visit us, and find us, like the 
fig-tree, still fruitless, He may take away that life, 
which we seem to have, and leave us fit only for the 
fire. 

R, G. BOODLE, 

Chaplain to the Bishop of Newcastle, Australia. 
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A PASTOR'S WORDS TO HIS SCATTERED FLOCK.— III. 

THE OBJECT OF THIS LIFE. 

Why we live; why we are placed in this world, is an 
important question to ask ourselves, and to press on our 
conscience. 

Not that we Christians can be in any real doubt why we 
are here. We know well enough that God has placed us 
here to be prepared for eternity. We know this : but it 
is one thing to know, and another to think upon it and 
govern our lives accordingly. Many, who would give a 
right answer, when asked, live on without ever putting the 
question to themselves ; or taking pains to think whether 
their course of life agrees with what their lips would 
acknowledge to be true. 

Some appear to have no other object, than to follow 
their present desires. They go through the world as the 
butterfly goes among the flowers, drinking in pleasure, 
wherever their fancy leads them : never steady to one 
thing ; never laying down a plan, and then guiding them- 
selves by it. They do not know any other rule but their 
own likings or dislikings. It is true, they often meet with 
disappointments ; and then they are unhappy, complain- 
ing, or peevish ; but when the cloud has passed over, they 
are the same as ever, following the wishes of the moment. 

There are others, who show more carefulness in choos- 
ing their object, and in following it up. Their objects are 
various ; one aims at procuring a regular maintenance for 
himself and his family ; another seeks to make a fortune ; 
another tries to get himself a name, or some place of in- 
fluence or honour ; to be a leader in his neighbourhood, or 
in his circle of companions ; to be considered skilful, or to 
leave a name behind him after his death. 

Many choose one or more of such objects as the busi- 
ness of their life, and pursue them carefully. They sub- 
mit to many self-denials and inconveniences ; they sacrifice 
time or bodily ease, or the pleasures of society, or make a 
change in their habits and way of living, for tha '«&& <& 
securing them. _ - 

It is not meant that tiiey to i»<0mbd%\**&«^ ^** 
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man takes part in many things, which do not belong to 
the object, about which he chiefly cares, when they do not 
interfere with it. The tradesman will sometimes study 
science, the lawyer medicine, the physician law. As a 
man on a journey may turn aside to see a friend, or to 
admire some noble view. 

And so the man of the world will sometimes, — perhaps 
many times, — read Holy Scripture, or keep the Lord's 
day holy, or come to Divine service, or have religious 
thoughts. And he who follows God will be often em* 
ployed in a worldly business, or caring for his family, 
joining in the management of the affairs of the state, or 
improving his mind by useful or scientific studies. 

But, however varied a man's occupations may be, his 
object is that, for which he will give up other things, 
whenever they interfere with it. 

Now it is too certain, that a large number of mankind 
make their principal object some pleasure or business or 
pursuit merely of this world ; they live and labour, not 
only in this world, which is right, but /or it. 

Varying as are their tastes and desires, they all stop 
short at things visible. The grave is the end of all they 
aim at. Beyond it is an unknown land, in which they 
have some fears, some hopes, but no object. They know 
that they must soon be in it, but they do not prepare for 
it. Is this right ? Is it wise or safe ? Are they in the 
right way to secure the enjoyment of happiness, when 
all the fever of this world will be over, and when they will 
find themselves, willing or unwilling, amidst the realities of 
another state of being f How foolish and dangerous their 
course is, will appear even from an illustration taken from 
common things. 

Our life is often compared to a voyage. Now when a 
mariner sets sail for some distant land, that land and the 
business he has to transact there are his object. There 
may be many rich and beautiful countries on his way ; 
many a harbour is open, where wealth and luxury abound ; 
there are islands full of fruits, with pleasant climates, and 
interesting productions of nature ; but these are not his 
objects, and he passes them by. Or if his chief business, 
or his necessities compel him to touch, afc tWa, \j& delays 
} ° jonger than is necessary, and is booh aa \a& to^ ya- 
w-fife the distant land. Each day, wYirca. oa\u& top^Y* 
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reckons his course, observes the winds and tides, and sets 
his helm accordingly. Contrary winds, currents, dan- 
gerous rocks, or shoals, may prevent him from steering 
straight to his end ; but he still keeps one object before 
him, and makes up in one direction, what he has lost in ' 
another. At length he beholds dimly the land, towards 
which he has so long been labouring ; hour by hour its 
lines grow more distinct, until he furls his sails peacefully 
in the harbour, which he has so long sought. 

But what if he had set sail with no settled purpose, and 
with only some few thoughts about, or occasional endea- 
vours to reach, the land to which he was bound ? What, 
if he had visited every country that pleased him, sailed 
away to speak every ship he saw, allowed his vessel to 
adrift " before every wind, or be carried aside %y every cur- 
rent ; or if, while using much exertion in that part of the 
ocean, where he at any time found himself, he had neg- 
lected to consider his past course, calculate where he was, 
and look forward by his charts to find the direction to the 
unseen land ? 

Need it be said, that, as he never in earnest sought the 
true object of his voyage,- he would not attain it? He 
might perhaps find pleasure for the time, but sooner or 
later he would meet with disappointment, vexation, loss, 
disgrace, perhaps shipwreck, and certainly, — if he con- 
tinued such a course, his end would be ruin. 

Foolish, surely, like his conduct, dangerous and hope- 
less like his course, must theirs be, who, on the voyage of 
life, make the things of this present time their object, and 
not the things of Eternity. 

. We are often reminded by the death of persons, whom 
we see taken off at all ages, how certain it is that, one 
after another, we shall all be called from these visible 
things. * Each moment the time of our departure is nearer, 
whatever pleasure we may snatch at, we must soon let it 
go ; whatever gain or influence we may acquire must soon 
be left to those that come after us. Even while we live, 
none of them can long remain with us ; we have no abiding 
place in the midst of pleasures. 

like the voyager, we must soon pass on from the plea- 
sant island to buffet with the oceswv *sga3»L\ «*>&> ^^sr^ 
idly before one wind of maston. :na*i wdkSdsk ^^ *** 
tarry as in a different dsrectatv* ^i wst fci**.^^ 
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world, we shall be forced to cry out with Solomon, " Vanity 
of vanities, all is vanity." (Eccles. i. 2.) For " the world 
passeth away, and the lust thereof/' (IS. John ii. 17.) 
Vain, however, and passing as are this world's pleasures 
and business, the end of our voyage is eternal. We shall 
•find no other vessel to sail back in, nor can we try our 
venture again. Once for all are we sailing through life ; 
once we shall be judged, and then for ever be fixed. 

Can anything then be more foolish, than to seek this 
world's goods, so soon to pass away, as if they could abide 
with us always? Can anything be more fearfully dan- 
gerous than to neglect, or pay but a slight attention to, the 
world to come, which will last for ever ? When the rich 
man, whose ground God had blessed with abundance, 
thought only of building greater barns, and laying up his 
goods for many years, that he might take his ease, " eat, 
drink, and be merry ;" " Thou fool," said the Lord to 
him, " Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of 
thee ; then whose shall those things be, which thou hast 
provided?" (S. Luke xii. 20.) And our Blessed Saviour 
presses us with this question : " What is a man profited 
if he . shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul ? 
or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul ?" (S. 
Matt. xvi. 26.) 

But to neglect to prepare for the world to come, and to 
spend our endeavours on this world's pleasure and in- 
terests, is not only a most dangerous folly: it is a sin 
against Almighty God. He has a right to require the 
services of our bodies, and the affections of our hearts. 
We are not free, as some would vainly imagine, to make 
what choice we will, provided we will take the consequences. 
He has created us out of nothing, and given us a life, 
which nothing can ever destroy. We are bound, there* 
fore, to obey our Maker. He has, in Christ, redeemed 
us from the bondage of Satan, and from the dread of ever- 
lasting torment, and opened to us the blessing of eternal 
life. Therefore we are bound to obey him, Who has 
bought us. We are as members of Christ's Church, 
made "temples of the Holy Ghost," which is in us. 
Therefore we are bound to use ourselves for that holy 
vrork, for which He has consecrated us. 
God, then, has given us an object to fcffinro \ Tte \» 
eft us to follow any wishes which, moj coiafe w«t x»* 



\iiije; uisjj&i/r vr in is JLtiris. 



nor to make worldly interest or business our chief care. 
He has commanded us — " Seek ye first the Kingdom 
of God, and His Righteousness." 

This is to be our object : " The kingdom of God, and 
His righteousness." 

We must seek this first. In the beginning of our lives, 
when the pleasures of the world are as yet untouched, and 
offer to us all their promises of happiness, we are com- 
manded not to listen to them, but to follow the holy direc- 
tion of the Lord's will : " Remember now thy Creator in 
the days of thy youth." Youth is part of the course, over 
which we are sailing to eternity. We have, it is true, a 
pilot with us at the beginning of our voyage ; God has 
given us our parents, and teachers, or friends, to take the 
direction of our ship for a time, amidst our first difficulties, 
when all things are new to us. We are bidden to do this 
or- that, because they see dangers, which we know nothing 
of, and they ought to know, better than we can, the duties 
and blessings before us. But they cannot do all for us, 
we must on our part obey them willingly. We must fol- 
low their directions, and not our own bad or foolish wishes. 

Even the young can and must make their own choice be- 
tween evil and good. They can discern right from wrong, 
and in youth must begin to follow the right and avoid the 
wrong ; to " seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness." They must, under the help of His Holy 
Spirit, do this for themselves in the beginning of their 
life. They must not think of enjoying sinful pleasures 
first, and hope to find time enough for seeking the king- 
dom of God in after years. The Lord has already made 
them His beloved children ; placed them on their course 
to heaven ; promised, if they seek Him in earnest, to hear 
their prayers, and pardon their infirmities, and give grace 
according to their need. He cares for their bodily needs 
and comforts ; and He will provide these as far as is for 
their good, if, in their youth, they endeavour to learn and 
obey His holy will. , 

Again, our Saviour's command, "Seek first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness," not only applies 
to the dedication of our youth to the Lord, but means 
that His children must au therc fot&ta^vdOM&Rfe 35^ 
other questions, "Lord, vtaat VAt^Vo^Vw^^^^^^^ 
Our love for our God is not tne& «ra» to* ^^^ 
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hare a choice to make in many important circumstances in 
life, and in many lesser things which are every day occur- 
ring. We are often tried, — sometimes suddenly — some- 
times with leisure for consideration beforehand, — whether 
we will follow duty, and the will of the Lord on the one 
side, or on the other, worldly, interest, passion, desire, or 
the persuasion of men. In all such cases we are com- 
manded to ask first, — not what we should like, what 
people say, whether we cannot gratify our desires without 
plain sin, but what is clearly Tight, what is the Lord's 
will? 

But farther, we must make such questions not only the 
first in time, but the first in importance. We are 
commanded to "Seek first the kingdom of God," and 
not only to ask the way thither. We may ask the way to 
a place, towards which we have no intention to travel. 
Many a Jew in Ezekiel's time took delight in asking about 
the will of God ; but they heard the Prophet's words, and 
yet did them not. Many came to Jesus, as His disciples, 
and heard His blessed words, and saw the way of salva- 
tion ; and felt how beautiful and. full of unearthly hopes 
•were His holy teaching, and His promises : — they felt 
this, when the world was out of their minds — but when 
they were obliged to make a choice, and saw that they 
must give up one 'or the other ; many " withdrew " from 
Jesus, "and walked no more with Him," rather than 
incur shame by confessing Him ; or loss of goods, or the 
sacrifice of worldly hopes or sensual pleasures, by entering 
upon "the narrow way," taking up the cross and following 
Him. Multitudes would call Him " Lord, Lord ;" but 
only a few faithful ones were earnest enough to take Him 
at His word, and to " do the things," which He said. 

He solemnly warned His people against thus mistaking 

admiration of the kingdom of God, for the choice of it in 

preference to other things. A man sitting at the table 

with Him, warmed by His words, exclaimed, " Blessed is 

he that shall eat bread in the kingdom. of God." Jesus 

at once answered his observation by a parable, which shows 

that, whatever men may think of it beforehand, too many, 

when actually called to Him* prefer their piece of ground* 

their yoke of oxen, or their newly-mamed mfe, to His in* 

ritation. But of such He says, " nous ofc tfoovb lasn* 

which were bidden, shall taste of My a\qppoc " ^1*^^^ 
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Reft! sacrifices are often actually required of ns ; but we 
must always bold ourselves prepared to make them, rather 
than disobey our Blessed Saviour's will, or peril our 
eternal hopes. He tells us that no one is "worthy of" 
Him, wbo is not ready at His bidding to forsake all bis 
natural relations, "all that be hath," "and his own life 
also." And besides any greater sacrifices, which He may 
call us to make for the kingdom of heaven's sake* He 
would have us continually to exercise ourselves in little acts 
of self-denial. " If any man will come after Me let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me." 
He would have us really to be seeking the kingdom of 
God day by day, not wasting our time in idly fancying 
what we would do, but humbly doing what we have to do. 

If then we ask, why we are placed in this world, it is that 
we may be in heaven wben this world is over. That is the 
end set before us, — the object of this life. How bright 
and glorious is it, even when seen afar off! Eternal life; 
freedom from grief and pain ; perfect happiness without 
spot or stain in action, wish, or thought. Companions 
perfectly holy, with whom we may live in entire love, free 
from envyings, jealousies, or selfishness, in complete unity 
of heart and spirit, without fear of any further separation 
from each other. And above all, the unspeakable com- 
munion with the Almighty, All-wise, All-pitying, All- 
loving God, whom His dear Son Jesus Christ has bade 
us, even in this world, call " Our Father." And in His 
holy Word He has promised to His redeemed and faithful 
people that they " snail be like Him," for they " shall see 
Him as He is." (1 S. John iii. 2.) What a hope is this, 
that is set before us. How far more to be desired, and 
sought after, and laboured for, than a throne, or worldly 
pleasure, or all the gold that men ever dug out of the 
earth. " The kingdom of God and His righteousness." 
How does it draw our affections. This may be our's. It 
is held out to us. Christ Jesus has purchased it by 
His own Blood ; and has gone from the sight of His 
people, only to prepare a place for them in His Father's 
house. What we could not do, He has done, and He has 
engrafted us among His people at our Baptism. We 
are heirs, through hope, of ffia eN«Y^fo^BE&^s«fc~ 

But S. John says, " every m«a ^*fc Vt^ ^ ^tS^ 
him puriiSeth himself even a& life '^ ^sro" ^^ 
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Church reminds us solemnly, not only of the blessings 
which we received by heing baptized into Jesus Christ, 
but also of the course of life, which we must follow, to have 
any hope of receiving the glorious promises made to us. It 
shows us that we must " follow the example of our 
Saviour Christ, and be made like unto Him ; that as 
He died, and rose again for us, so should we, who are 
baptized, die from sin, and rise again unto righteousness ; 
continually mortifying all our evil and corrupt affections, 
and daily proceeding in all virtue and godliness of living." 

This is the course by which we must seek the great 
object of our life. In a matter of such vital importance to 
us, let us not be thoughtless, but let us seriously ask our- 
selves the question, what have we done, what are we doing, 
" to make our calling and election sure ?" If we find that 
we are truly endeavouring to follow the Lord in all His 
ways, it is well : let us humbly persevere in " patient con- 
tinuance in well doing." But if we have hitherto done 
little or nothing, or have been but lukewarm, and half- 
hearted, we must set ourselves in earnest to seek and 
follow the grace of repentance. A few feeble half-wishes 
will not do. We are in a danger, more fearful than we 
can understand. We need repeated and serious prayers, 
that the Lord would show us our sins, and grant us grace 
to repent of them entirely ; we need to search out and con- 
fess, day by day, the particular sins or negligences we have 
been guilty of ; and we need to give up ourselves to follow 
the Lord wholly for the time to come, — in fact to lead a 
new life ; to make " the kingdom of God and His right- 
eousness," and not the pleasures and gains of the world, 
the object of our daily endeavours. 

If we do this in earnest, we have our Divine Saviour's 
own sure promise that we shall succeed. For He has 
said, "Blessed are they that do hunger and thirst. after 
righteousness, for they shall be filled." 

R. G. BOODLE, 

Chaplain to the Bishop of Newcastle, Australia, 
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FASTING. 



Our Lord's Sermon on the Mount explains the nature 
of His religion, the duties and dispositions which it re- 
quires. He declared to those who heard it, and to us 
also who read it, in what sense it was true that He came 
to fulfil the law, to fulfil what was set forth in types, to 
explain what was obscure, to complete what was imper- 
fect. We can have no reason to suppose that the pre- 
cepts, which we find here laid down, were intended to 
apply to those only who lived when our Lord was on 
earth. We must feel them to be of force through all 
time. So, when pur Lord taught, saying, 1 " When 
thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy 
right hand doeth," He was directing not only those who 
heard Him speak, but ourselves also, how to give alms ; 
and, if He was teaching us how to give alms, almsgiving 
may, from this passage of Holy Scripture alone, be 
proved to be a Christian duty. In the same way, when 
He taught, 8 " Thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy 
closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy 
Father, Which is in secret," He taught, not only those 
who heard His words, but ourselves also, how to pray ; 
and therefore He taught that prayer is the duty of 
Christians. And in the same manner, when our Lord 
gave His hearers the directions contained in the words,' 
" Thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash 
thy face, that thou appear not' unto men to fast, but 
unto thy Father Which is in secret, and thy Father 
Which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly," by so 
teaching He declared it to be agreeable to His will, that 
not only they who- were then before Him, but all Chris- 
tians should fast. -■..>'■ > 
» S. Matt. vL 3. » 8. Matt. vt. 6; ' " » 8. Matt. vU 17 > 18a 
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It would be very easy to find arguments in the Old 
Testament for the practice of fasting ; but with some 
persons such arguments would be of no great avaiL 
They say that the practice is legal, ceremonial, Jewish ; 
that Christian men are not obliged to observe it because 
the Jewish Church observed it; that the disciples of 
Christ have in many respects, and among others in 
this, liberty which the Jews had not. And therefore, 
though I myself attribute great importance to these Old 
Testament examples, I prefer to found any arguments 
in favour of the practice of fasting, on directions con- 
tained in the New Testament, and on the practice of 
Christians, especially on the words of our Lord just 
quoted, in which He directs His disciples how they 
ought to fast, and therefore, as I have said, declares the 
practice of fasting to be agreeable to His Will. 

I will, therefore, first lay before you such passages of 
the New Testament Scriptures as show that it is our 
duty to fast, — to abstain at times from food, at least 
from such kinds of food as gratify the taste, and from 
worldly pleasure ; and secondly, I will endeavour to 
explain the object and use of so doing. 

Our Lord Himself alludes to the subject on two 
other occasions besides that which is brought before us 
in the Sermon on the Mount. We read in the ninth 
chapter of S. Matthew's Gospel, that the disciples of 
John the Baptist asked our Lord, " Why do we and 
the Pharisees fast oft, but Thy disciples fast not?" 
And the answer returned by our Lord was, " Can the 
children of the bridechamber mourn as long as the 
bridegroom is with them ? but the days will come when 
the bridegroom shall be taken from them, and then 
shall they fast." By which words our Lord seems 
to mean, Fasting is suited to seasons of affliction and 
mourning. It is not a time of mourning to My dis* 
ciples while I am with them in the body ; but when My 
bodily presence is removed from them, then this duty of 
fasting will be seasonable. Again, we read in the 17th 
chapter of S. Matthew's Gospel that when our Lorb* 
bad cast out a devil which His disciples had been unable 
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to cast out, and the j asked Him privately why they had 
been unable so to do, He answered, " Because of your 
unbelief;" and then, after speaking of the great effi- 
cacy of faith, He added, " Howbeit this kind goeth 
not out but by prayer and fasting," where we find 
prayer and fasting united by our Lord as both being 
of great avail to the obtaining the powerful help of God. 
Such are the three occasions on which we find menti6n 
made by our Lord of the practice of fasting. The first, 
being a direction to His disciples to avoid hypocritical con- 
duct when they fasted; the second, a declaration that after 
His death His disciples would fast ; the third, a state- 
ment of the efficacy of fasting as a means of obtaining the 
help of God in order to the performance of a miracle. 

Let us now see what authority the practice of fasting 
derives from the conduct of holy men as recorded in the 
New Testament. First, we cannot but remember that 
before our Lord Jesus Christ was tempted by the 
devil at the commencement of His ministry, He fasted. 
His fast was indeed miraculous, continuing as it did for 
forty days and forty nights ; but although we do not 
consider that the length of time during which He 
fasted was to be an example for us to follow, yet He, 
Whose whole life was an example of all good to us, 
would not have prepared Himself for His conflict with 
Satan by fasting, if the same kind of discipline were not 
useful to us. In one sense truly He needed not to fast. 
He needed not to restrain and discipline His desires; 
but in the same sense He needed not to pray. Yet 
He did pray, and in praying left us an example. Shall 
we say that in fasting He did not leave us an example ? 
But, to pass on from this instance, we read in the 
13th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles that the early 
Christians did, according to the saying of our Lord, 
fast, when the Bridegroom had been taken from them. 
We are there told concerning certain prophets and 
teachers who were in the Church at Antioch, that " as 
they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy 
Ghost said, Separate Me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work whereunto I have called them ; and itohen they had 
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fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they 
sent them away." So in the next chapter we read of 
Paul and Barnabas, that, "when they had ordained 
them elders in every Church, and- had prayed with fast" 
ing, they commended them to the Lord on Whom they 
believed." So S. Paul, in his 1st Epistle to the Corin- 
thians, speaks with approbation of those who for a time 
abstained from worldly pleasure, in order that they 
might give themselves to " fasting and prayer ;" 1 and in 
the same Epistle, 8 he declares his own practice to be 
to "keep under" his "body, and bring it into sub- 
jection :" and in his 2nd Epistle 8 to the same Church, 
he speaks of himself as in all things approving himself 
as the minister of God, " in much patience, in afflic- 
tions, in necessities, in distresses ... in labours, in 
watchings, in fastings:" and he also says 4 that he was 
" in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings 
often." 

I now pass on to speak of the object and use of fast- 
ing. Men may ask, why is there any use at all in so 
doing ? Even though Christ Himself speaks of it as 
in some cases a useful practice, and gives directions as 
to our conduct when we fast, and savs that after His 
departure His servants shall fast; and though holy 
men both under the Law and under the Gospel have 
made use of the ordinance, yet so much has it fallen 
into disuse among ourselves, that many may require 
to have some reasons plainly pointed out to them which 
may make its use evident. At all events, if men do not 
require to be convinced that the practice is useful and 

f>od, they certainly do need to be persuaded to adopt it* 
may, however, here observe that among the Homilies 
of our Church, which are declared in one of our Articles 
to "contain a godly and wholesome doctrine," 6 there is 
one headed, " of good works, first of fasting." And so 
far were our Reformers from considering it necessary to 
set forth by arguments the duty of fasting, that in that 
Homily we find these words, "That we ought to fast is 

» 1 Cor. vii. 5. * 1 Cor. ix. 27. » 2 Cor. vi. 4, 5. 

*2Cor.xL27. « Article XXXV. 
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4i truth more manifest than that it should here need to 
be proved : the Scriptures which teach the same are 
•evident." 

In order to show the use of fasting, I may observe 
first, that abstinence is itself in many cases a positive 
good, even as the gratifying our desires is a positive 
evil. Abstinence from the gratification of man's natural 
desires would have enabled our first parents to avoid 
•that temptation of the devil, from their yielding to which 
" sin entered into the world and death by sin, and so 
•death passed upon all men." 1 If they had abstained 
from tasting the fruit, which they thought to be " good 
for food" and " pleasant to the eyes," and " to be 
desired to make one wise," 3 the law of God would have 
-been observed, and man would have continued obedient. 
-Since, then, the first sin which man committed, arose 
from not abstaining from the gratification of natural 
(desires, the so. abstaining must of necessity be often 
good. The habit of abstaining enables us to refrain 
from gratifications which are sinful, and to act in the 
spirit for which we pray in the Collect for the first 
.Sunday in Lent, " to use such abstinence, that, our flesh 
being subdued to the Spirit, we may ever obey" God in 
righteousness and true holiness. 

Secondly. Fasting is an act of humiliation, and as 
such is a fruit of repentance. We must feel that 
the man who is in a proper spirit, keeping under his 
body and bringing it into subjection is, by so doing, 
humbling himself. He is doing what is opposed to his 
natural desires, of which one of the most powerful is 
pride. . ■ 

Thirdly. It is a proof of discipleship : for we are told 
that " they that ( are Christ's have crucified the flesh, 
with the affections and lusts/' 8 

I might say as much as this of fasting, if it were only 
-an abstaining from food with no further end : for the 
pampering of the body most certainly is not the oppos- 
ing the lusts of the flesh, but is the gratifying some of 
them. But we know that the end which we ought 

1 Rom. v. 12. ' Gen. iii. 6. » GaL v. 24. 



8 ^ TABTnlQ 



* 



to have in view in such abstinence is the being able 
to acquire the habit of opposing all sinful and carnal 
desires, the attaining to the power of bringing our 
bodies into subjection to our spirits, the using the 
assistance of the Holy Spirit, which has been given to 
us in order that we may overcome the enemies of 
our salvation, and, by using aright the grace given to us, 
may obtain fresh supplies of grace, as we need them, 
according to our Lord's own promise, "Whosoever 
hath, to him shall be given." 1 

Consider now what are those causes which naturally 
induce men to fast, without any thought of duty to God, 
or of obedience to the commands of Christ, or indeed 
of religion at all ; and see whether from them we may 
not conclude that there are times at which especially 
Religion calls on us to observe fasting as a duty. The 
time of fear is naturally a time of fasting. Men who 
are in great fear of bodily danger have naturally no 
desire to feast. They who were in the ship with S. 
Paul, when they expected to be cast away by reason of 
the violence of the tempest, continued fasting a long 
while, taking scarcely any food for fourteen days. 3 So 
too the time of grief is naturally a time of fasting. We 
know this, if we know what grief really is. We do not 
at such a season care for luxuries, or even for our daily 
meals. They rather go against us and tend to nauseate 
us, when our heart is heavy. A man suffering acutely 
for the loss of a dear friend does not look carefully 
to see that his table is well spread and furnished with 
dainties. When we read in the prophecy of Joel, 8 
" Therefore also now, saith the Lord, turn ye even to 
Me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with weep- 
ing, and with mourning," we must feel that fasting and 
mourning have a natural connection. When David says, 4 
" My heart is smitten and withered like grass, so that I 
forget to eat my bread," we feel that he is only express- 
ing the natural consequence of excessive grief, from 
whatever cause it may arise. When we read in the 1st 

^.Mattxiii. 12. *Actsxxvii.33. 

9 Joel ii. 12. <Ps.cii.4. 
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book of Samuel concerning Hannah, 1 that " she wept 
and did not eat," it does not appear to us at all a 
strained account, but the most natural under the circum- 
stances. When we read of David 2 and those who were 
with him, that "they mourned and wept and fasted 
until even for Saul and for Jonathan his son, and for the 
people of the Lord, and for the house of Israel, because 
they were fallen by the sword ;" and again, that when 
David's child lay dying, he would not eat bread, 3 we 
-cannot but be aware, that our own natural feelings under 
like circumstances of sorrow would have prompted us to 
do the same. And even as grief will make a man care- 
less of food, so also will anger. When Ahab was angry 
and displeased with Naboth, because he refused to sell 
the vineyard on which he had set his heart, " he laid 
him down upon his bed, and turned away his face and 
would eat no bread," 4 and his anger produced only a 
natural effect on his conduct. 

Now, if nature itself teaches men to be careless con- 
cerning their food and their bodily enjoyments, when 
they are agitated by fear, or by grief, or by anger, 
ought we not to be alike careless, shall we not certainly 
be alike careless, if we fear the anger of Almighty God 
which is declared against all sin and unrighteousness; 
if we are grieved when we remember that we have 
greatly offended Him, that we have refused to come 
to Jesus Christ, to submit ourselves to His yoke, 
to bear His burden, and to be guided by His Holy 
Spirit ; if we are angry with ourselves because we 
have led unholy lives? If nature teaches men who fear 
the destruction of their bodies, to fast, ought not religion 
to teach us so to do, who, unless we have repented of 
our sins, are lying under the wrath of God, and ought 
to fear the destruction both^of our souls/and our bodies? 
If our immortal souls, the souls which Christ has 
redeemed with His most precious blood, the souls of 
men whom the Holy Ghost has been pleased to rege- 
nerate, who have been made " members of Christ/' if 

U Sam. i. 7. *2Sam. i. 12. 

8 2 Sam. xii. 17. * 1 Kings xzi. 4. 
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our souls are in daily peril of being for ever cant away 
and lost, ought we not to fear ? And ought not our 
fear to be plainly manifest in our conduct, and is it 
manifest if the gratification of our bodily desires is 
as much our concern as though we had not souls to care 
for? If sorrow for the death of a child or a friend 
naturally teaches us to fast, will real sorrow for our 
sins, real sorrow that we have by our sins (if we have 
lived wilfully in them) crucified the Son of Goo afresh, 
have no such effect upon us ? If anger with a fellow- 
creature can so affect us, will not anger with ourselves ? 
Is it not the truth, that this result is not produced 
in our conduct, because the cause does not exist? be- 
cause we feel no anger against our own unholy thoughts, 
against our wicked words, against our evil deeds? 
We ought assuredly to be sorry for our sins, and to 
be angry with ourselves for offending by sin. S. Paul 
speaks of stronger feelings than these as being produced 
in the minds of those who are truly penitent, and com- 
mends them. "Behold," he writes to the Corinthi- 
ans, 1 " this self-same thing, that ye sorrowed after a 
godly sort, what carefulness it wrought in you, yea 
what clearing of yourselves, yea what indignation, yea 
what fear, yea what vehement desire, yea what zeal, yea 
what revenge. In all things ye have approved your- 
selves to be clear in this matter." 

The object and the use cf fasting, then, may be said, 
in a few words, to be the producing in us the habit 
of opposing our natural desires ; the enabling us to 
" endure hardness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ ;"* 
the enabling us to take up our cross and to follow 
our Saviour ; the reminding us of our sins ; the 
showing that we are indeed sorry for them, and, because 
we are so, are content to suffer some inconvenience and 
some pain. 

And I may here notice one common argument against 

the practice; one set of feelings which may perhaps 

make some good men unwilling to recommend it. It is 

simply this. The practice has been abused : men have 

'2Cor.vii.il. 8 2Tim. ii. 3. 
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been taught to think that by self-denial and austerity 
they may merit the favour of God, and so they have 
trusted to their own works, and not simply to Jesus 
Ch rist, as all must who would be saved. Undoubtedly 
this is a very great evil. Undoubtedly he perverts the 
truth of the Gospel, and altogether misunderstands it, 
who ever teaches men to trust to any good work, to 
anything save the free mercy of God in Christ, as the 
ground of their salvation. " For it is of the free grace 
and mercy of God by the mediation of the blood of His 
Son Jesus Christ, without merit or deserving on our 
part, that our sins are forgiven us, that we are recon- 
ciled and brought again into His favour, and made heirs 
of His heavenly kingdom. 3 ' 1 But the same kind of 
argument that should persuade us not to fast, because 
some men have hoped to merit heaven by fasting, would 
urge us to do no other good work by which men have 
ever hoped to merit the favour of God. The Pharisee 
of whom our Lord speaks as wishing to claim a reward 
for his good works, was as proud of being able to 
say that he was not an extortioner, or unjust, or an adul- 
terer, and that he paid tithes of all that he possessed, 
as he was of saying that he fasted twice in the week. 3 
He was not more in fault for fasting than for doing any 
other religious duty. He was in fault not because 
he fasted, but because he thought to merit heaven by 
fasting. So, many a man has hoped to deserve God's 
favour by almsgiving. But surely no one would therefore 
tell men not to give alms. We must argue against men's 
erroneous notions, against their supposing that they can 
be better than unprofitable servants ; but we may not 
and must not argue against their doing any duty because 
they or others' have vainly hoped to merit heaven by 
doing it. 

I will now. make a few remarks as to the season ap- 
pointed for fasting; Why, it may be asked* should we 
fast in the season of Lent ? Why should every Friday 
in the year, rather than another day, be a day of fasting? 
The answer is, because the Church of England, of which 
1 Homily on Fasting. s S. Lake xviii. 11,12. 
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we are members, has so appointed. Unless we wish to 
cause confusion in the Church, our private discretion, 
which otherwise might guide us a contrary way, must in 
in all such matters submit to be guided according to the 
judgment of the Church. So one of the Articles of our 
Church 1 teaches that " whosoever, through his private 
judgment, willingly and purposely, doth openly break the 
traditions and ceremonies of the Church which be not re- 
pugnant to the word of God, . and be ordained and 
approved by common authority, ought to be rebuked 
openly." If it be once agreed that the practice of ob- 
serving fasts or festivals be right, no man can fairly feel 
that his liberty is improperly restrained by his being 
required by the Church to which he belongs, to observe 
them at a particular season. And this season of Lent 
has been observed as a season of fasting by the Christian 
Church from the very earliest times. 

As to the manner of our fasting, the following words of 
our Lord direct us, first, how we ought not to fast. 
" When ye fast, be not as the hypocrites of a sad coun- 
tenance ; for they disfigure their faces, that they may 
appear unto men to fast.' 1 * In the same manner, our 
Lord cautions us against praying or giving alms in 
such a way that men may notice our deeds. Whatever 
good work we may feel it our duty to do, we are to do it 
as to the Lord, and not unto men. We are to guard 
against all show, all ostentation, all pride, all seeking 
of the praise of men. We are to act as feeling ourselves 
to be in the presence of Him Who sees and regards our 
hearts ; otherwise the only reward which we can get is the 
praise of such men as approve our deeds, not the praise of 
God. And the following words of our Lord direct us, 
secondly, how we ought- to behave when we fasts " Thou, 
when thou fastest, anoint thine head and wash thy face, 
that thou appear not unto men to fast;"* that is to 
say, let your dress and your appearance, when you are 
engaged in any such duty, be as at other times, accord- 
ing to the custom .of the country in which you live: 
anoint your head a* you commonly do; for oil, as we 
1 Article XXXIY. 8 S. Matt. vi. 16. » S. Matt vi. 1 7, 1 8. 



FASTING* 13 

know, was much used by the Jews, as it is now in some 
eastern countries. 

But men may ask, not only what ought to be their 
general conduct when they fast, but also in what way 
they ought to observe their fast — what kind and degree 
of abstinence they ought to practise. The prophet 
Daniel tells us in what way he observed a season of 
fasting, — " In those days I Daniel was mourning three 
full weeks. I ate no pleasant breads neither came flesh 
nor wine in my mouth ... till three whole weeks were 
fulfilled." 1 They who take this as their example, ab- 
stain from such food as is dainty and inviting, and live 
instead on such as is sufficient to maintain life and bodily 
strength during the whole time appointed for fasting. 
Again, other persons abstain altogether from one meal 
in the day, during the continuance of their fast ; others 
abstain altogether from food till a late hour in the day ; 
others, who feel that they cannot diminish the quantity 
of their food, and who know that dainty food is seldom, 
if ever, their portion, carefully abstain from all worldly 
pleasure through the season of their fast. In such mat- 
ters, no express direction is given to us by the Church 
how we ought to fast ; only that we are meant to do 
so honestly is quite plain. The selection of the por- 
tions of Scripture for the epistle and gospel for Ash- 
Wednesday sufficiently proves this ; so also does the 
putting into our mouths on that day a prayer in the 
Commination Service, in which we say, " Be favourable, 
O Lord, be favourable to Thy people who turn to Thee 
in weeping, fasting, and praying." Perhaps the only 
direction given to us by our Church on this point may 
be found in the Collect for the first Sunday in Lent, to 
which I have before alluded, in which we pray, " Give 
us grace to use such abstinence, that, our flesh being 
subdued to the Spirit, we may ever obey Thy godly 
motions in righteousness and true holiness." I think 
that all of us who set about the duty with the sincere 
desire to produce this result, and to prevent our flesh 
from gaining the mastery, will feel that we must indeed 

i Daniel x. 2,3* 



14 PASTING. 

make a decided difference between our manner of living 
when we fast, and when we are not called to fast ; for 
certainly most men are not in the habit of really denying 
themselves, with regard either to the quantity or the 
quality of their food. And as with regard to our food, 
so also we may well consider what change we may makey 
quietly, and without ostentation, in our general habits 
of living, at such times as our Church directs us to fast. 
For most undoubtedly feasting is not fasting. Mixing 
generally with our friends and neighbours in mirthful 
intercourse is no part of fasting, and can afford us no 
help in attaining to that state of mind of which fasting 
ought to be a proof, and which it is intended to promote 
—namely, sorrow for sin. 

Thus I have endeavoured to. bring before you some 
few considerations on the important subject of fasting. 
And I beg every one who may read what I have written, 
to weigh it carefully and patiently. Do not, I beg, take 
it for granted that you need not give one serious thought 
to the subject; only, perhaps, because, hitherto you 
have not. Remember that our Lord Jesus Christ 
does direct us how to behave when we fast, and there* 
fore does show that fasting is agreeable to His holy 
Will. Remember that our Church plainly means us to 
fast, and in our Prayer- Book expressly mentions on what 
days she would have us fast ; so using that authority 
which we ourselves, as her members, allow in one of our 
Articles (as I have shown you) that she has. 

I will conclude with some remarks of Bishop An* 
drewes, taken from a sermon on this* subject. 1 He 
is supposing that we have not fasted, and he says, " Then, 
I ask, why have we not? Have we no sins to be cenr 
sured ? Are we in no fear of wrath to come ? Our case 
surely is fearful, if we fear not. Are our souls so very 
humble, our bodies so in subjection, that we need it 
not ? I marvel it should be so ; that it should be need- 
ful for S. Paul that his body should need chastening, 
ours none ? What, is- the Bridegroom always with us t 
—He with us,, and we with. Him Always ? Do. we never 
2 Sermon V., on Repeateace and Fasting. 
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part ? Doth that time never come ?— never, all our life 
long ? Yes, yes ; we want no times, we want no causes, 
we want wills. Whereof sure we should do well to he- 
think ourselves, lest we he out of the, Gospel quite. 
Christ cannot say to us, ' When ye fast,' if we fast not 
at all. Somewhat should he done, if it were, hut to 
make Christ speak to some purpose ; somewhat, or all 
that hath been said, and all that shall he, is to no pur- 
pose. There is no use of a caution how to do that which 
we have no meaning ever once to do at all." As to the 
cautions given hy our Lord, that we fast not as hypo- 
crites, the Bishop says, " Time was when fasting was in 
credit ; and when a thing is in request, then is counter- 
feiting to be feared, — then take heed of hypocrisy. But 
now, when little' 1 (importance) "is attributed to the 
true, then should I think there needs little fear of the 
false. . . . Should I say so, I might well enough, for any 
fear that fasting will now be made matter of vainglory ; 
but that were to extend my commission. I dare not ; but 
leave it as Christ hath leu it, and say with the Apostle, 
' what I have received of the Lord,' that, and no other 
thing : and as I have received it of the Lord, so, and 
no otherwise, deliver I it unto you ; and persuade, 
exhort, entreat, and even beseech you to do it, but not 
as hypocrites. Not so ; yet in anywise to do it, to fulfil 
it, to make good Christ's words, ' When ve fast.' . . . 
Even so then let us do ; and He that saith it will see 
it, and seeing it will see it shall not go without a 
reward at His hands, — will see that any hunger or thirst 
for Him, and upon His Word suffered, shall be satisfied 
at His heavenly table, at the great Easter-day, the day 
of the last resurrection, where there shall be no fasting 
any more, but a feast, with all joy and jubilee for ever." 
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THOUGHTS ON TURNING TOWARDS THE 
EAST AT THE CREED. 



'* The glory of the Lord came into the house by the way of 
the gate whose prospect is towards the East." — Ezek. xliii. 4. 



I Believe in Thee, O Father Almighty, nftt to 
and thankfully acknowledge Thy power * ttn - 
and goodness, in creating all things in 
heaven and earth, and assigning to each 
its appointed course. Filled with the 
thought of Thee the Creator, I behold the 
sun, the most glorious object of Creation, 
visible to my bodily eyes. I look to the 
point whence it rises, and see how it ap- 
pears at its appointed time and place and 
pursues its course with undeviating regu- 
larity, guided by Thy Providence. Thus 
in acknowledgment of Thy creative power, 
I turn towards the East. 

In respect of myself, I am poor and help- 
less, altogether dependent upon Thy mer- 
cy ; and as a sick person, in the weariness 

No. 26.— Price Id. or 7 9. per 100. 
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of a sleepless night, watches eagerly for 
the first faint glimmer of light in the East- 
ern sky, as a token that the night is 
nearly at an end ; so my soul waits upon 
Thee, that Thou mayest have mercy on 

/mcxii.6. me: and therefore, in patient expecta- 
tion of Thy goodness, I turn towards 
the East. 

The sun, as it rises in the East, is atype 
and emblem of the Dayspring from on 

Luke i. 78. high, Who hath visited us ; of the Sun of 
Righteousness rising with healing in His 

lachi w. 2. wings, even Jesus Christ, Who, from love 
to us, took Man's nature upon Him, and 
was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born 
of the Virgin Mary ; and therefore in 
devout contemplation of the wondrous 
conception and lowly birth of Him Who is 
all-glorious, shadowed forth under this 

m 

type, J turn towards the East. 

When the sun has run its appointed 
course, and disappeared below the earth, I 
know that it is not lost for ever, but will 
rise again ; though I look for its re-appear- 
ance, not in the same place where it sunk, 
but far in the East : so when Jesus Christ, 
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in His humiliation, had fulfilled His course 
upon earth, died, and was buried, and went 
dowtL into hell, I believe that He rose 
again in His glory, to give new light and 
' life to His Church ; and with this faith in 
His Resurrection, / turn towards the East. 

I call to mind that, when the first sin ®&* ® J 
was committed by our forefathers in the 
Garden of Eden, the promise of mercy was 
there immediately given, that the seed of 
the woman should bruise the head of the 
serpent; which promise was fulfilled by 
the death of Christ, Who is gone tip to 
heaven and intercedes for us at the right 
hand of the Father, having subdued "the 
powers of evil. Thus my thoughts are 
directed eastward to Eden, from whence 
my first parents were banished, with a 
longing desire and hope to be restored to 
it, through Christ ; and I thankfully re- 
member that there so great a sin was 
followed by so great a mercy ; and there- 
fore, I turn towards the East. 

As Daniel prayed with his windows MttwuHU 
opened towards Jerusalem, the city where Daniel v 
God's Temple had been hallowed by His 



4 ON TURNING TO THE EAST 

special Presence ; so I turn my body and 
thoughts towards the Holy Land and city, 
where the feet of my Redeemer trod, 
while He dwelt as man upon earth; 
where, for me, He died the death of the 
Cross ; and where, by His Presence Who 
was God manifest in the flesh, He caused 
gat ii. 9. the glory of the latter house to be greater 
than that of the former. I have more 
* reason than even Daniel had to turn my 
thoughts thither with thankful love, for 
greater far are the mercies now given to 
us, through Christ, under the Gospel: 
and therefore, with grateful thoughts of 
Him, Who at Jerusalem dwelt with men 
as Man, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried, I turn towards 
the East. 

And I have yet more reason to convey 
myself in heart and spirit, to the Holy 
Land and city of Jerusalem ; for there the 
Holy Ghost came down first upon Thy 
chosen ones in cloven tongues of fire: 
there, the Holy Catholic Church was first 
planted, thence to spread itself over all the 
world : there, Saints and Martyrs dwelt, 
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and taught, and suffered, with whom I 
would hold a blessed Communion in 
Christ : and in this faith, I turn towards 
the East. 

Our Blessed Lord has told us that His W>* &" 
coming shall be, as the lightning that ot ®* tU 
cometh out of the East, sudden, but s.Matt. 
blessed to those who shall be prepared 27# 
for it : and therefore, I consider that the 
attitude of watchful attention is that 
which best beseems me; that I may be 
looking out for His coming, and for the 
summons that shall raise the dead frojn 
their graves : and accordingly I see that, 
for this reason, the bodies of our departed 
ones are laid with- their feet towards the 
East. And therefore, that I may be ready 
to meet Him, Who shall come from hea- 
ven, to judge the quick and the dead ; and 
looking for the Resurrection of the flesh, 
and the life of the world to come, J" turn 
towards the East. 

I thank Thee, O God, that Thou hast «*e %* 
caused the remembrance of the death of 
Thy Son Jesus Christ to be kept up in 
the Church by a holy Sacrament, in which 
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His Body and Blood is given to faithful 
communicants, for the strengthening and 
refreshing of their souls. And as the 
Church has thought good that the Holy 
Table should be placed at the East end of 
Thy house of prayer, J look towards it with 
a thankful remembrance of His death, and 
of the benefits that I receive thereby. 
Custom I learn that the custom of turning to 
jec&ttrc}. the jkg^ at the rehearsal of the Creed has 

been practised by the Church and her best 
and holiest members at all times. And 
therefore, submitting myself to the wisdom 
and judgment of this Church, which is my 
appointed guide, and desiring that all things 
connected with God's worship should be 
done with one accord, decently, and in 
order, I also turn towards the East. 
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The following extract from the introduction to w The 
Hours" page ix. appears to have reference to this 
subject. 

" Even in their position of the churches and those 
'who knelt therein, turned towards the east — they 
'whose bodies rest in peace, placed in their silent 
' tombs, in that same posture laid — at once signified 
' their adoration of Him, the Sun of Righteousness, 
' and their earnest longings for that which shall be 
'as the lightning shineth from the east even unto 
'the west — His coming. And we, no less, with 
'bended knee, when turning thither, cast ourselves 
' into outward communion with the faithful worship- 
'pers of earlier days, as we know we are in real 
' communion with them in the bond of holy baptism, 
' in the partaking of one common food, and trust no 
' less in faith and love. Thus, while the earth and 
'all the system of the glorious heavens runs its 
'onward course, and ever rolls from west to east, we 
' turning thither too, may call to mind the course we 
' have to run, and press onward towards the mark of 
'the prize of the high calling which is in Christ 
' Jesus. To them of old these thoughts, and other 
f such, were very dear." 
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BEAVEET: WHAT IS IT? 

This is a subject which has now for many months en- 
grossed our thoughts : and not without reason. Engaged 
as we are in a desperate struggle with a ruthless foe,— 
daily reading in the newspapers and letters from the* 
Crimea, deeds of daring performed by our gallant coun- 
trymen, it is natural for it to be the prevailing topic : but 
the greater need for persons realizing in what true bravery 
consists. Some of those into whose hands this may fall, 
may, by God's Providence, be destined to fill up gaps in the 
regular army, — more, perhaps, in the militia: but for all 
it is necessary to have true notions of bravery, whether 
in or out of the Army, and to practise it, either in its 
active sense of Courage, or its passive one of Fortitude. 

Let me endeavour, then, to give some reply to the 
question at the head of this paper, " Bravery, what is it P" 

It is thought a fine thing to be a brave man. The 
world applauds it, poets sing of it, and it inspires the 
pencil of the painter. We' are constantly saying, " What 
a brave man So-and-so is ! What a brave action such 
and such a one was !" What is, to be brave ? 

I said just now, that bravery divides itself into the ac- 
tive virtue of (1) Courage, and into its passive, (2) For- 
titude. 

In its active sense, it may be called a fleshly virtue, as 
springing from the animal part of our nature. In its 
passive sense, it is a great Christian grace. The first is 
of the earth, earthy ; the second is of the Spieit. 

Not but that both forms of bravery are highly neces- 
sary to the world in their several degrees and occasions ; 
and if I seem to underrate the former, it is for the pur- 
pose of bringing out into stronger relief the passive form 
of bravery, viz., Christian fortitude. 

Any one, on a moment's reflection, must see that high 
courage is more or less an animal passion. Ife^ <s&s>^^ 

No. 27.— Prux \4U, or 1 «. per ^<afo* 
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share with the brutes. The lion is called the king of 
beasts, for this very reason ; but, unless we are wrongly 
informed by naturalists and lion-hunters, he is also the 
most merciful. They say the king of beasts seldom 
attacks, like other beasts of prey, from mere wanton- 
ness of blood, but in obedience to the call of nature. 
And so sings the Psalmist, " The lions roaring after their 
prey, do seek their meat from God." We hear anec- 
dotes of the lion forbearing to fall on prey when his hun- 
ger is appeased. 

Animal couragej then, is of the earth, earthy : because 
it is so intimately — nay, indissoluble — connected with 
" the grosser coil," the body, and with the state of the body. 
A soldier is not able to mount the breach, or face the 
battery, or do any deed of daring with his body out of 
order, or ill fed, and uncared for. Scurvy, I have heard, 
completely takes away all spirit and energy from a man : 
whereas courage in its passive sense, i. e., true Christian 
fortitude, as we shall see presently, is very different. 
Every outward adversity only brings out this grace the 
more. I am not, therefore, depreciating animal courage 
more than is warranted by the truth, when I assert it to 
be only a fleshly virtue ; one we share with the brutes, 
because it is entirely dependent on man's grosser part — 
his body. Sometimes the very worst of our species have it ; 
at others, the very best may lack it. The highest form of 
active courage (and then only does it rise to anything like 
a Christian virtue,) is, when a man acts courageously in 
a good and righteous cause, or from a strict sense of 
duty, as recognizing in his superiors those " powers that 
be, which are ordained of God ;" and we then find it al- 
ways associated with forbearance to the fallen, tender- 
ness to the weak, and mercifulness in victory. 

Now for an illustration. Take the case of two op- 
posite military characters. One is high-spirited and 
daring ; ready at a moment's notice to volunteer for as- 
sault on breach or battery; not backward, either, in 
talking of his daring deeds. But look at the same man 
under any reverse, or hardship, or privation, what is he 
then P Too often gloomy and \ow-&\>\tv\A&\ Ha loses 
m U confidence and nope; lie sinks &<Hra\Rta*?tato<& 
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apathy, whence the next step, too often, is insubordina- 
tion, or open mutiny ! Is this true courage P It often 
passes current with the world, because there is a certain 
dash of heroism about it : but it is not the real coin. 
Another will rather shrink at first, from any great ex- 
ploit ; will only do it at last from a sense of obedience; 
from a feeling that his post is " where duty calls," and 
therefore he u must obey." He is quiet and reserved ; 
possibly he might be open to the charge of meanness of 
spirit, not to use a harsher word : but then look at him 
on a long and difficult march, and you will see him on 
principle enduring with the greatest fortitude its hard- 
ships and privations without a murmur ; or contemplate 
him sitting down amid the rain, and the snow, and the 
spare diet of an army before a besieged town, — the earth 
his bed ; the canopy of heaven his roof, without repining ; 
waiting for the dark cloud to show its silver lining. Or 
behold him, again, (and this is the surest test of steadi- 
ness in the soldier,) for hours under a heavy fire, man- 
oeuvring without any apparent object, at the will of his 
general. Such a one will be less subject to that curse of 
armies, sudden panic, than the other, because he acts 
more on a principle of duty than sudden impulse. Upon 
which of these two will the general place the greatest re- 
liance en any crisis (I will not ask which of the two will 
be most pleasing to God) — the one who acts on principle, 
or the other who acts on impulse P 

Or, to take another illustration of Courage and For- 
titude : — 

Which is the highest motive of these two : the one 
which urges the volunteer to leave his home and friends, 
and seek the bubble reputation at the cannon's mouth, 
or the fortitude which nerved the hearts of those Chris- 
tian women, the glory of our times, — Sisters of Mercy, 
in deed, as well as in name, to sacrifice wealth, ease, every 
earthly comfort, (daring the abuse of rival sects,) to walk 
the hospitals of Scutari as ministers to the sick, the 
wounded, and the dying P 

Or, to take another, and perhaps, the highest samnlea 
of each class which can be adduced \ — 

Which of these is the n\g\xe^, cswro^x ka»afcw^%« 
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Sson Wilson's, who at the Battle of Inkerman, seeing the 
uke of Cambridge surrounded by the enemy, rallied a 
few men at the critical moment, drew his sword and res- 
cued him, or that other surgeon's, Dr. Thompson, a name 
deserving to be immortalized, who/ after the Battle of 
Alma, with his servant, volunteered and did remain for 
three days and nights succouring the wounded, both 
friends and foes, exposed to every hardship and privation ; 
with no protection from the elements, or the lances of 
the Cossacks hovering around, in the midst of wounds, 
disease, toil, and death, — truly " in the midst of life being 
in death," and at length yielding up his life on the altar 
of true Christian heroism ? 

The world applauds the one: the other will meet with his 
reward one day from Him "Who said, " inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least, ye have done it unto Me." 

We find, then, that courage springs more or less from 
animal spirits, — from sudden impulse, an eloquent ap- 
peal to the passions, or from other external stimulants ; 
that Fortitude, on the contrary, acts on the higher prin- 
ciple of obedience and duty ; and its peculiar work is en- 
durance, and cheerful, resolute perseverance : trusting in 
God's Providence for the result. In a word, Faith guides 
the one, — animal instinct and bodily organization the other* 

Such is the main distinction between (1.) Courage, and 
(2.) Fortitude. If we pursue the subject, we should 
find the first capable of a subdivision into True Courage, 
and False Courage. 

The more courage is stimulated by external aid, such 
as ardent spirits, or by sudden impulses, the nearer it ap- 
proaches to the animal courage of the brute creation. 
On the contrary, the less it is actuated by impulse, the 
more it will be based on duty and principle, because de- 
liberately choosing its line of action, and acting on it ; 
and the nearer it will approach to the high Christian 
grace of Fortitude. 

And, perhaps, as the lowest form of courage is that 

which is stimulated by ardent, spirits, so the highest 

(apart from Christian Fortitude,) is that which prompts 

to deeds of daring and suffering, as xecogaixing in his su- 

~iriora "the powers that be, which ate otteansAol QrtSY>r 
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There is a species of mock* courage which needs only 
notice to be scouted ; which is content to talk loud, and 
brag, and when the time for action arrives, to lose heart, 
and slink away, and reveal the lion's skin. 

You may see sometimes a cur rushing out after a pass- 
ing traveller, making a great noise, biting the horse's heels, 
so as to cause the rider to fall backwards, and anon retiring 
at the least rebuff; or he will worry a brother cur weaker 
than himself. You may see also the lion, the king of 
beasts, after his noon-day meal, resting in his lair, awak- 
ened by the horse-hoofs of the traveller beneath bim. 
He steadily eyes his victim; but he springs not — he 
moves not : and why P Because he knows his own strength^ 
and that teaches him forbearance. 

In the one is true, in the other mock courage. True 
courage is a mixture of two opposite qualities, the spirit 
of the lion and the lamb, the latter the type of gentle- 
ness, self-sacrifice, and self-devotion ; the other of that 
true courage which can do and dare, conscious of its 
own strength ; realizing the unseen ; and that that in- 
herent strength is not of earth but of heaven. " I can 
do all things through Chbist which strengthened me." 

And now a word more on Christian fortitude. All 
may not be called upon to exhibit true. courage on the 
battle field and in deeds of daring ; but every one, every 
Christian man, woman, and child, must learn it in its 
passive sense of fortitude, or moral courage, and practise 
it too. Every Christian is a soldier — a soldier of Chbist 
— enlisted at his Baptism under His banner, and bound 
to fight manfully under his great Leader, and defend His 
colours to the last. Yes, from persecution or martyrdom 
down to the daily, hourly worry, and " cruel mockings of 
the scornful," it must be studied and practised. 

I have already said that this highest kind of courage, 
moral courage, is based on faith — faith in the unseen ; 
in the full realization of God's promises to man through 
the Gospel ; knowing that " here we have no continuing 
city ;" and that " our light affliction which endureth but 
for a moment worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory." 

Active courage is usually dtag\&3*&. V^ \asr&~ 
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or moral courage, i.e. true Christian fortitude may 
be by women and children. For it springs from a con- 
sciousness of inherent strength given to do and to suffer. 
There is something in the female character peculiarly 
suited to this grace. This is strikingly displayed in the 
providence of the Almighty, in appointing to women 
the pains of child-bearing, where moral courage is so 
much required, and often so eminently displayed. Mar- 
tyrdom is the highest kind of it. And here history bears 
abundant testimony to the fortitude of Christian women 
an4 even of little children. Instances are on record of 
men (nay, of ordained Priests,) in times of persecution 
shrinking from those instruments of torture which ten- 
der women, often of high birth, nursed in the lap of 
luxury, (and with the* highest prospects before them, if 
they would but throw a few grains of incense on the 
heathen altar,) have bravely met and suffered, with 
words of hope and encouragement too, for their less 
courageous companions in suffering, and so, Gob be 
praised, have in the midst of torments won their crown. 1 
Such true courage springs from a consciousness of m- 

1 As an instance I cannot refrain from giving an extract from that 
remarkable book of sermons, called "Readings for the Aged," Part II., 
illustrative of our Church Calendar, by Mr. Neale, the talented Warden 
of Sackville College. It is in a sermon preached on S. Faith's Day, 
Oct. 6th. (See p. 175—" Readings for the Aged," 2nd Series,) 

" These things really came to pass at Agen on this very day. 8. 
Faith, remembering our Lord's commandment not to ran into 
temptation, would not of her own accord come forward and give her- 
self up to the governor. Therefore, like Mary, she sat still in the 
house. But a Priest named Caprais, who dwelt in the same city, had 
not the same courage. He no doubt had often exhorted Faith to 
deny herself, to take up her cross, to follow Christ : he had no 
doubt again and again given to her His Precious Body and Blood : he 
was a man, and she a mere girl : he was a Priest, and she only a com- 
mon Christian. And yet he began to tremble, while she stood firm. 
But yet the grace of God was in him. If he was afraid to suffer, 
he was more afraid to sin. He escaped from the city by night, and 
went into a wood on the brow of a hill hard by. 

" Morning came : the 6th of October. There sat Dacian the 

Governor in all the glory of the world. Christian after Christian 

came before him, confessed Christ, and was beheaded. At last 

some one that stood by told the Governor of Faith. * She is a ski, 9 

they said : ' she has been delicately brought un \ tta *til ^tald if ska 

** threatened with torture.' And Dwaaa taras>X ia to*. **«t\* 
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ward strength : and God's grace will never be withheld 
from such. It will give help and comfort, nay joy in the 
midst of suffering, even to the tenderest and weakest — 
Martyrdom is not the lot of many. But> the spirit of 

knew not that God hath chosen the weak things of this world to con- 
found the things that were mighty. 

" So Faith was sent for, came, and had her choice, to sacrifice to 
the idol, or to be broiled alive. What she said we know not ; it is 
sufficient for us to know what she did. 

" All this while Caprais was watching from the wood, to see what 
would happen. Towards noon, he saw multitudes of people flock- 
ing together to a small common outside the town. He saw some 
bringing heaps of wood, he saw others carrying straw, and others oil ; 
he saw the billets set in order on the ground, the oil poured in, and 
the straw chopped up. Then he heard a sound as of blacksmiths, 
and saw them hanging a great iron frame over the heap. He saw the 
fire and the wood; and soon also he saw the lamb for the burnt 
offering. They brought Faith to the place, and there, for many 
hours, hanging on that iron frame, she passed through the fire. 

11 And it did kindle upon her. We nowhere read of her, as of 
some other martyrs, that she did not feel its agony. How then was 
the promise fulfilled, ' When thou passest through the fire, thou shalt 
not be burned V 

11 That, by God's grace, we must consider another time, as another 
martyr shall give us the opportunity. Now we will only see what 
was the end of this fierce and long battle with Satan. 

" Some of the heathen that stood by, seeing how, hour after hour, 
Faith endured her torments, perceiving the wonderful courage that 
was given her, and the love, stronger than death, that she bore to her 
Lord, cried out that the God Whom Faith worshipped was the 
True God ; that as for the gods of the heathen, they were bat idols ; 
and that they themselves were Christians. Dacian, enraged beyond 
measure, gave orders that they should be beheaded. They had no 
time to be baptized ; but the Church teaches, as I shall have occasion 
to tell you more at length, that, in the case of such as these, their 
baptism of blood at their martyrdom was sufficient. 

•' Caprais saw all this ; not only S. Faith's triumph when he was 
afraid to draw nigh, but he beheld the very heathen entering into the 
kingdom of heaven before him. The grace of God and his own fears 
long struggled for the mastery ; bat at last the grace of God pre- 
vailed. He came down, and professed himself to be a Christian, and 
was beheaded. And with him Faith also was beheaded ; and thus 
both entered into the joy of their Lord. 

"Both entered it: out not alike gloriously. She that had the 
hardest battle in this life, doubtless has now the more exceeding re- 
ward. * One star differeth from another star/ &» Cw&Vou&sfex^ 
4 in glory. So also is the resurrection of fo* ta*&? YL«**&». *»*» 
was IssL The first in age, the firat Vn tarawe, ^vta** W**»%^»" 
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martyrdom, true Christian fortitude, may be of all. It is 
displayed in the smallest things, and in the highest. A 
lengthened sickness, or what has been weU termed 
Satan's sharpest weapon, ridicule for the sake of one's 
principles may entail a moral martyrdom. Our casual 
expressions, e.g. " martyr to the head-ache, or the tooth- 
ache ; a martyr to the Prayer Book," form a continual 
witness to this truth. S. Augustine has said that a long 
sickness, borne patiently, in and for God, is as real a mar- 
tyrdom in His sight, as shedding one's blood on the rack, 
or the stake. " God," says S. Paul, " has not given 
us the spirit of cowardice (iear,) but of power and love." 
The spirit of cowardice is opposed to the spirit of faith. 

"In whatever degree," are the words of a living 
writer, " we shrink back or are ashamed to act up to 
what we know to be our duty, or to keep to any fixed 
principles or doctrines, because they are laughed at by 
the world, so far we prove ourselves, in God's sight, 
Who knoweth the heart, wanting in faith, however 
ardent our feelings, however confident our professions. 
For in religion, as well as other things, a man may 
use bold words, and yet be a coward at heart. This 
is the very opposite to Christian fortitude, and moral 
courage, is not from God, nor is it among the fruits of 
the Spirit. Bather are we taught to expect from that 
heavenly source the direct contrary, the spirit of energy 
and perseverance, and love ; enabling us to go on in our 
Christian course ; to serve the Lobd without distraction ; 
to oppose popular errors, whether in doctrine or prac- 
tice, without enmity to those who propagate them, to 
rebuke vice boldly for the truth's sake, to hate the sin 
whilst loving the sinner, and to walk courageously in 
times of danger and perplexity." 

first in this world's strength, as being a man, was the last in confess- 
ing Christ, the last in the glory of suffering for Him, — the last, 
because he followed the example, and Saint Faith set it. 

" Yet they are both blessed for evermore ; and God grant that wa 
may come only within a hundred degrees of either of them in glory 1" 

C. A. P. 

LONDON: rUBLKBBMD »T JOSBFH MM1VM, i.U>m«*«fc'«m %YHMt. 
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A WATCHMAN'S WORDS IN TIME OF DANGER. 

" See that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, .but as wise, redeeming 
the time, because the days are evil." (Ephes. v. 15, 16.) 

My Dear Brethren, 

There can be no serious-minded Christian among us 
who does not feel that the state of religion at present, is a very 
serious and awful one. 

We know that we are brought into Christ's Church ; have 
the promise of Ilis Spirit ; and the hope of Heaven held out 
to us. For us, and for our salvation, the Son of God came 
from Heaven, and shed His most precious Blood ; and that 
there is no salvation but in Him. 

We know that such as are in Him must follow Him in 
holiness : for " He gave Himself for us that He might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people 
zealous of good works." We know that none will be received 
into Heaven by chance : but that examination will be made 
as to our use of the Grace which God has given us in Christ ; 
and that every one will " receive the things done in the body, 
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or whether 
it be evil." 

We know that there is a Hell as well as a Heaven ; and 
that it is for ever : " the worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched." 

We know that it is said in Holy Scripture, as plainly as 
words can speak, " know ye not that the unrighteous shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived : neither for- 
nicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor abusers of them- 
selves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, 
nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of 
God." (1 Cor. vi. 9, 10.) 

No. 2&— Price Id. or 1%. -per YQfo. 
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Knowing these things, let us turn to the state of religion 
among us. 

With secret sins and negligences we cannot deal ; though 
God will ; hut looking round upon what is seen and heard, is 
there not very largely among us a restless desire to get on in 
this world, and a neglect of careful preparation for a better 
life ? Are not very many Christians quite careless what they 
believe, indifferent about one form of religion or another, 
because they do not heartily love and follow any ? Are there 
not many who spend the six days of the week very busily in 
their worldly affairs; but Sunday very indolently, as far as 
religion is concerned ? 

The number of Christians, who utterly neglect the chief 
ordinance of Christ's Church, who disobey regularly 
Christ's dying command, " This do in remembrance of Me, 
is quite fearful. And it does not take off from the serious fears 
which this disobedience awakens, to be told that the greater 
number of these Christians are living in such forgetfulness of 
their Saviour, and such gross disobedience to His commands 
in other things, that they are not fit to come to the Holy 
Communion. 

As to attending Church on other days but Sunday, it never 
enters into the minds of Christians among us, with some very 
few exceptions, that it in any way concerns them. 

Now go to the majority of houses among us inhabited by 
Christian men. Is their Saviour a welcome guest there ? 

Alas ! there are some who scarcely ever say a prayer in 
private : or if so, say it only now and then, or only at night : 
there are more who are satisfied with a very few minutes of 
hurried prayer. How many there are who say the words of a 
prayer, with their thoughts running on other things; God 
who searches the heart, knows. But there is a very sad 
number of Christians, in whose houses family prayer is 
unknown and unthought of. 

And the Bible, though lying on their shelves, is not daily 
read : yet they find time to read newspapers and novels, some- 
times even on Sunday. 

I grieve, my Christian brethren ; I am ashamed to write 

these things ; my heart is heavy while I write. I write them 

not as your accuser, but because 1 &m out* that these un- 
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christian ways of living do exist among us, I fear, to a great 
extent. And before the Lord comes, and repentance is too 
late, I desire, in discharge of my solemn duty, as Christ's 
Minister to call on you to join with me in repentance ; and in an 
hearty endeavour, by God's grace, to return to a more 
Christian way of living. 

But there are sins among us of a grosser and more shameful 
kind : sins utterly disgraceful to members of Christ's Holy 
Church ; and of which S. Paul has said in words just now 
quoted ; " they that do such things shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God." 

How do a large number of Christian men spend their 
wages ? In drunkenness. > Christian men neglect work that 
they may make themselves drunken. Christians tempt their 
fellow Christians to be drunken with them. In the morning 
you may see them reeling : their faces flushed, their senses 
half gone. On Sunday — the day on which our Saviour rose 
from the dead, these Christian men will meet, not to pray, but 
to drink. And there are other Christian men who would be 
ashamed to be seen out of doors drunken : but forget that 
GOD sees their drunkenness within their houses. 

Shall it be said that some Christian women allow themselves 
to be drunken ? Christian women ! Christian mothers! Mothers 
of Christian children ! Christian women, whose meek and 
quite spirits should aid in all good works, and show an 
example of Christian gentleness ! Answer this yourselves, 
brethren : is it so or not ? If it be, it is very shameful, and 
very gross and disgusting. 

Yet alas ! there are other sins — not secret ones, which cry 
aloud among us : the tricky fraud ; the overreaching bargain ; 
the bold lie. These are bad enough. But there are more 
shameful things : and shameful as they are, they are unblush- 
ingly done by some. 

The holy marriage-tie broken, of which the Lord Himself 
has said, " what God hath joined together let not man put 
asunder." And chastity and modesty sacrificed to lust and 
impure living. Yet Holy Scripture declares, "marriage is 
honourable among all men, and the bed undefiled : but whore- 
mongers and adulterers God will judge.* 9 

And who are tttey, among Nftiom fe 4k ^»a -ffcfiwfcaw^ 
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Not beasts that perish : but beings who will live for ever. 
Not Mahometans : they are in darkness, and it might have 
been expected in them : but they are Christians, children of 
God, inheritors of the Kingdom of Heaven. They know that 
Jesus Christ died for them ; they have been baptized into 
His Holy Name, enrolled in His Church : their bodies are 
made " temples of the Holy Ghost" 

It is very sad, very dreadful, to think how they quench the 
grace of God, and resist His Spirit. For grievous as it is to 
be a heathen, it is far more grievous to be a Christian, who 
is turning back to sin. The wicked Christian quenches light ; 
resists conscience ; grieves the Holy Spirit ; stains his soul, 
which has been cleansed by Christ's Blood. Much more 
has been given to him by grace, than has been given to the 
Jew, the Turk, or the Heathen. And the Lord Himself tell* 
us, that, "to whom much is given, of him will be much 
required." Nay, Christ's Church is dishonoured, and 
disgrace is brought upon the profession of a Christian by these 
wicked ways of living. S. Paul says, even weeping, " they are 
enemies of the Cross of Christ : whose end is destruction, 
whose god is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame ; 
who mind earthly things." 

Now I am not writing this for such as are living in the 
worst of the ways which I have spoken of : though it may fall 
into the hands of some of them : but for those who have not 
fallen so far. To some of them, a few of the things which have 
been mentioned, will apply. Others may, I trust, be leading 
watchful Christian lives. But we are all concerned in this 
matter. For if we do not ourselves commit these sins, they 
are our brethren who do. They who commit them will perish 
if they repent not. And if we do not care about our brethren 
perishing, it shows at least that the love of Christ is growing 
very lukewarm in our souls. They who thus sin were most of 
them brought into Christ's flock, as we were. Jesus cares 
for His wandering sheep. Shall not we sorrow for, and yearn 
over them ? 

But we are concerned in another way. 

When sin prevails among us, we are in danger of being our* 
selves drawn into the stream. 
We may refuse to swear, be diunken, ot gq\svn\\. *&t& of un- 
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* 

cleanness or fraud : yet our abhorrence of these sins may be 
lessened : and from making little of sin in others, we may con- 
tent ourselves with a very small measure of holiness in our 
own, lives. 

Against this snare our Blessed Lord warns us, when He 
says, " because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall 
wax cold" 

And once more ; if we begin by a little departure from 
holiness, we know not how far we may be led. Hazael said to 
Elisha, who foretold his wickedness, "is thy servant a dog, 
that he should do this great thing?" Yet he afterwards did 
the very things which he thought it was impossible for him to 
commit. 

Our present state then, is a very serious one. What cau we 
and ought we to do ? 

. 1 . The hearts of men, the restraining of Satan, and the gifts 
of grace, are from the Lord. 

Let us then come before Him in private prayer, with all 
lowliness and earnestness : let us confess and bewail our own 
sins and negligences ; and entreat the Lord not to leave us to 
ourselves, but to pardon us. Let us beg His grace, to aid us 
to amend our lives, and grow in holiness. But in our prayer 
let us also remember our union in Christ, and continually 
pray for each other, and for the whole Church. 

We must make it our chief point to cast out " the beam out 
of our own eye." We must begin first with ourselves, and 
then God may employ us to help others. 

In Divine Service, let us especially remember our great 
spiritual wants ; and join in our supplications, that God would 
not remove our candlestick, for our sins ; but take away sin 
from among us. 

Join with me, my brethren, earnestly before God ; when 
we confess in Church, "we have erred and strayed .... left 
undone those things which we ought to have done ; and done 
those things which we ought not to have done." Fray God to 
" deliver us from evil :" to " make clean our hearts within us ;" 
and not take His "Holy Spirit from us." 

Join earnestly in praying God to bless His Church among 
us — ministers and people — pray that His kingdom may come %, 
and His " will be done on earth a& \t, \*m"VLw*<e&T 
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Let us think of our sinful condition ; and lay it before God, 
who can help us, as we are saying these words of prayer. 

Do not despair, nor grow slack in yonr prayers. Remembs) 
how the Syrophcenician woman persevered'in prayer, and an* 
ceeded at last : how Jesus commanded us " always to pray, 
and not to faint :" and promised especially to united prayer, 
" if two of you shall agree on earth as touching anything thtf 
they shall ask, it shall be done for them of My Father, which 
is in Heaven." 

And let us pray more fervently, and with united earnestness 
that God would "come among us, and with great might 



succour us." 



2. We must take care to amend our ways. 

While we confess our sins to God, and pray for His mercy 
and grace, we have ourselves a work to do. 

Prayer must not stand in the place of our endeavour ; or it 
is a mockery of God : but must be the life and nourishment 
of it. 

Each day we must renew our good purposes, and endeavour 
to amend. We may be sure that we need much amendment ; 
the more so, if we think we need bat little. Sin will be alwayi 
striving to draw us down ; and if we do not conquer it, it wul 
get the better of us. 

We must firmly resist the first approaches ; not overlook its 
beginnings ; or it will creep on from one thing to another, and 
overpower our good resolutions. But any sin will yield to 
watchful honest endeavours to overcome it ; if these endeavours 
are founded on the grace of Christ, and that grace main- 
tained by "prayer and fasting." (S. Matt. xvii. 21.) 

We must also strive to improve in our Christian life. We 
must urge up against the stream ; not be content to go down 
with it, only at a slower rate than others. The Spirit of God 
Which dwelleth in us, leads us onward and upward. If we 
follow it, we shall never rest as we are ; but go on from grace 
to grace. Such progress keeps alive the gift of God in our 
hearts : and only living in union, with Him can preserve us 
from corruption. 

The more wickedness abounds, the greater need we have to 
be diligent in our improvement, that the force of bad example 
may not pull us back. 
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t. Let us watch over our temper, our mode of spending pur time, 

• cur desires, the manner in which we go about our duties ; how 

^ ipe act towards our households, our friends, and our enemies. 

- "We must take heed to our words and thoughts ; and in our 

— more direct approaches to God, let us take heed to our 

a prayers ; try to love communing with God more in private ; 

T and with our brethren in Church ; to read and meditate more 

U on God's Holy Word ; and to prepare for, and to receive the 

Holy Communion with more love and devotion. 

m 3. Another thing is necessary ; and it is a painful duty to 

a a humble Christian. 

* To avoid the society of those who persist in grievous wick- 

: edness. It must not be done in the self-righteous spirit which 

^ would lead us to thank God that we are not as other men : or 

" Would say, " come not near to me, I am holier than thou." 

li Self-abasement and diligence in our own duties, will guard us 

j against this danger. But we who as children of God, are 

bound to renounce sin ourselves, must not make companions 

Jt of those who will persist in it. 

J . Holy Scripture charges us ; " Enter not into the path of the 

3 wicked, and go not in the way of evil men." (Prov. vi. 14.) 

J And S. Paul commands the Corinthians, " not to keep .company 

» if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, 

« or an idolater, or a drunkard, or an extortioner : with such an 

j one no not to eat." (1 Cor. v. 11.)' And to the Thessalo- 

^ nians he says, " If any man obey not our word by this epistle, 

m note that man, and have no company with him, that he may be 

ashamed : yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him 

as a brother." 

r.i We must be ready to speak to, and admonish the very worst 

J as a brother, for his good. We must receive back gladly to 

■ our friendship the grossest sinner, who turns from his sins 

; with repentance. But we dishonour Christ, endanger our 

( own souls, encourage the wicked, and tempt the weak to look 

, t lightly on sin, if we make no difference between the faithful or 

penitent, and the wicked Christian, whose life is a dishonour 

to his Saviour. 

j Lastly, whatever success we may have with others, we must 

I determine that we will ourselves listen to the voice of Him., 

f Who is calling us to " flee from thfc nrtoXVi \» ^ssvsv^V ^^ x 
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" bring forth fruits worthy of repentance." We must not pat 
off our own obedience, until we see what others will do. The 
Lord says, " what is that to thee? follow thou Me." * 

That God may give us grace to turn to Him in the midst - 
of these dangerous days, is the prayer, 

My dear Brethren, 

Of your affectionate brother, 
And Minister in Christ, 
Muswell Brook, R. G. Boodle. 

November 23, 1854. 



PRAYERS 

To be used Morning and Night, and at other times of devotion. 

Gracious Father, Who hast brought me into Thy 
Church, and hast given me the hope of Thy Heavenly king- 
dom ; I humbly confess that I have in many ways sinned 
grievously against Thee ; and have forfeited Thy grace. I have 

offended Thee by Yet I beseech Thee, of Thy great 

goodness, give me true repentance ; and forgive me all my sins, 
negligences, and ignorances : and endue me with the grace of 
Thy Holy Spirit, that I may amend my life according to 
Thy Holy Word ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O Lord, we beseech Thee, let Thy continual pity cleanse 
and defend Thy Church : and because it cannot continue in 
safety without Thy succour, preserve it evermore by Thy help 
and goodness ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O Lord, raise up, we pray Thee, Thy power, and come 
among us, and with great might succour us ; that whereas, 
through our sins and wickedness, we are sore let and hindered 
in running the race that is set before us : Thy bountiful grace 
and mercy may speedily help and deliver us, through the 
satisfaction of Thy Son our Lord, to Whom with Thee and 
the Holy Ghost, be honour and glory, world without end. 
Amen. 

O Lord, look down from Heaven, behold and visit this Vine. 

To Thy Name, O Lord, be glory. Amen. 
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